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Part 1
Introduction
§18-101.

Purpose and Intent.

1. The Board of Supervisors of Old Lycoming Township, Lycoming County,
Pennsylvania, has duly adopted the following ordinance governing the furnishing of
sewage service.
2. This Chapter sets forth uniform requirements to regulate sewer connections,
industrial waste pretreatment facilities and discharges of sanitary sewage and
industrial wastes into the Old Lycoming Area Authority’s sewer system, and enables
the Township to comply with all applicable State and Federal laws, including the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1251 et seq.) and the general pretreatment regulations (40 CFR,
Part 403).
3.

The objectives of this Chapter are:

A. To comply fully with conditions established by the United States
Government for clean public waters through congressional adoption of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, and the Clean Water Act of
1977. These acts are being implemented and enforced by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) through various means.
B. To promote and enforce applicable standards established by the EPA
and/or DEP related to sanitary sewage and industrial waste collection and
conveyance.
C. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the Township’s sewer system
that will interfere with the normal operation of the sewer system or are otherwise
incompatible with the sewer system.
D. To protect the sewer system from damage.
E. To maintain the safety of the public and the safety of Township personnel
assigned to operate and maintain the sewer system.
F. To impose penalties and fines concerning illegal collection, conveyance,
treatment and/or disposal of sewage, and industrial waste.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-102.

Gender Neutral.

For the purposes of construing this Chapter, the use of the singular shall include
the plural and the plural the singular, words used in the masculine gender shall include
the feminine and the neuter, and words used in the present or past tense shall include
the future.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-103.

Right to Alter, Amend, or Supplement.

The Township may from time to time, as it may deem necessary, alter, amend,
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supplement or repeal this Chapter, in whole or in part.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-104.

Validity, Severability, Conflicts.

1. The provisions of this Chapter are severable. If any word, sentence, clause,
Section or other provision thereof is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
unlawful and void, the remaining provisions shall nevertheless remain valid.
2. All other ordinances and parts of other ordinances inconsistent or conflicting
with any part of this Chapter are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency
or conflict.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-105.

Definitions.

Unless the context specifically and clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning of
terms and phrases used in this Chapter shall be as follows:
Act or the Act–the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the
“Clean Water Act,” as amended, 33 U.S.C. §1251 et seq.
Act 537–the Act of January 24, 1966, P.L. 1535 as amended, 35 P.S. §750.1 et
seq., known as the “Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act.”
Authority–Old Lycoming Area Authority, a municipal authority incorporated
by the Township of Old Lycoming, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to
the provisions of Municipality Authorities Act of 1945, approved May 2, 1945, P.L.
382, as amended and supplemented, of the Commonwealth.
Authorized agent–any person who is delegated by the Township to function
within specified limits as the agent of the Township to carry out the provisions of
this Chapter.
Board–the Board of Supervisors, Old Lycoming Township, Lycoming County,
Pennsylvania.
Board of review–the panel to hear, review and issue decisions on appeal from
determinations of a municipal representative under this Chapter.
Building drain–that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drain system
which receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the
walls of the building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning 5 feet outside
the inner face of the building wall.
Building sewer–the extension from the sewage drainage system of any
structure to the edge of the cartway, if one exists, otherwise it shall be to the edge
of the easement.
Cartway–the area of a street or alley within which vehicles are permitted,
including traveled lanes and on-street parking spaces, but excluding shoulders,
sidewalks or drainage.
Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO)–an individual employed by the Township to
administer and enforce this and other ordinances and codes in the Township.
Commonwealth–the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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Community sewage system–any system, whether publicly or privately owned,
for the collection of sewage from two or more lots or structures, and the treatment
and/or disposal of the sewage on one or more lots or at any other site.
Department–the Department of Environmental Protection of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (DEP).
Easement–an acquired legal right for the specific use of land owned by another.
Equivalent dwelling unit (EDU)–that part of a multiple family dwelling or
commercial or industrial establishment with sewage flows equal a single family
dwelling, or less, as determined by the Township and/or sewage flow estimates
based on generally accepted standards in the industry.
Grease–fats, waxes, free fatty acids, calcium and magnesium soaps, mineral
oils and certain other non-fatty material from animal or vegetable sources, or from
hydrocarbons of petroleum origins, commonly found in wastewater from food
preparation and food service. Grease may originate from, but not be limited to,
discharges from scullery sinks, pot and pan sinks, dishwashing machines, soup
kettles and floor drains located in areas where grease-containing materials may
exist.
Grease interceptor or interceptor–a water-tight receptacle utilized by
commercial or industrial generators of liquid waste to intercept, collect, and restrict
the passage of grease and food particles into the POTW to which the receptacle is
directly or indirectly connected, and to separate and retain grease and food
particles from the wastewater discharged by a facility.
Holding tank–a watertight receptacle, whether permanent or temporary, which
receives and retains sewage conveyed by a water-carrying system and is designed
and constructed to facilitate the ultimate disposal of the sewage at another site.
Improved property–any property within the Township upon which there is
erected a structure intended for continuous or periodic habitation, occupancy or use
by human beings or animals and from which structure sanitary sewage and/or
industrial wastes shall be or may be discharged.
Individual sewage system–a system of piping, tanks or other facilities serving
a single lot or structure and collecting and disposing of sewage in whole or in part
into the soil or into any waters of this Commonwealth which is permitted
exclusively by the Township.
Industrial establishment–any improved property located in the Township and
used or intended for use, wholly or in part, for the manufacturing, processing,
cleaning, laundering or assembling of any product, commodity or article, or any
other improved property located in the Township, from which wastes, in addition
to or other than sanitary sewage, shall be discharged.
Industrial waste or nondomestic waste–any waterborne pollutant or waste
(gaseous, liquid or solid) from industrial processes or commercial establishments
or other sources as distinct from sanitary sewage.
Infiltration–unpolluted water that enters a building sewer or sewer system
through defects in the building sewer or sewer system.
Inflow–unpolluted water that enters a building sewer or sewer system directly
through unauthorized connections such as roof drains, cellar/basement drains,
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foundation drains, sump pumps, non-watertight manhole lids, and inadvertent
cross-connections with storm drains.
Lateral–that part of the sewer system extending from a sewer main to the curb
line or, if there shall be no curb line, to the edge of the cartway or if there should
be no cartway, to the edge of the easement or, if no such lateral is provided, then
“lateral” shall mean that portion of, or place in, a sewer main that is provided for
connection of any building sewer.
Malfunction–the condition which occurs when an onlot sewage disposal system
discharges sewage onto the surface of the ground, into ground waters of this
Commonwealth, into surface waters of this Commonwealth, back up into the
building connected to the system or otherwise causes a nuisance or hazard to the
public health or pollution of ground or surface water or contamination of public or
private drinking water wells. Systems shall be considered to be malfunctioning if
any of the conditions noted above occur for any length of time during any period of
the year.
Official Sewage Facilities Plan–a comprehensive plan for the provision of
adequate sewage disposal systems, adopted by the Township and approved by the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, as described in and
required by the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act, 35 P.S. §740.1 et seq.
Onlot sewage disposal system–any system for disposal of sewage and
subsequent disposal of the clarified sewage into the soil for final treatment and
disposal; including both individual sewage systems and community sewage
systems.
Owner–any person vested with ownership, legal or equitable, sole or partial,
of any improved property.
Person–any individual, association, public or private corporation for profit or
not for profit, partnership, firm, trust, estate, department, boards, bureau or
agency of the Commonwealth, political subdivision, municipality, district,
authority, or any other legal entity whatsoever which is recognized by law as the
subject of rights and duties. Whenever used in any clause prescribing and imposing
a fine or imprisonment, the term “person” shall include the members of an
association, partnership or firm and the officers of any local agency or municipal,
public or private corporation for profit or not for profit.
Portable toilet–a free standing, self-contained, movable toilet structure
equipped with a water tight container which receives waste discharged through a
hopper, seat, urinal or similar device and into which container may be placed
disinfecting or deodorizing chemicals. For the purpose of this Part, “portable toilet”
and “chemical toilet” shall have the same meaning.
Publicly owned treatment works–a “treatment works” as defined by §212 of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. §1251, which may be
owned by the Authority or the Williamsport Sanitary Authority, and includes any
devices or systems used in the collection, storage, treatment, recycling, and
reclamation of sewage or industrial wastes of a liquid nature, and any conveyances
which convey wastewater to a treatment plant.
Pumper/hauler–any person, company, partnership or corporation which
engages in cleaning community or individual sewage systems and transports the
Supp. III; revised 8/14/2012
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septage cleaned from these systems.
Rehabilitation–the work done to modify, alter, repair, enlarge or replace an
existing building lateral, sewer main, manholes, or onlot sewage disposal system.
Replacement area–a portion of a lot or a developed property, sized to allow the
installation of a subsurface sewage disposal area, which is reserved to allow that
installation in the event of the malfunction of the originally installed onlot sewage
disposal system.
Sanitary sewage–normal water-carried household and toilet wastes from any
improved property.
Septage–the residual scum and sludge pumped from septic systems.
Sewage–any substance that contains any of the waste products or excrement
or other discharge from the bodies of human beings or animals and any noxious or
deleterious substances being harmful or inimical to the public health, or to animal
or aquatic life, or to the use of water for domestic water supply or for recreation or
which constitutes pollution under the Act of June 22, 1937, P.L. 1987, No. 394,
known as the Clean Streams Act, 35 P.S. §691.1 et seq.
Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO)–the official of the Township who issues and
reviews permit applications and conducts such investigations and inspections as
are necessary to implement the Sewage Facilities Act, 35 P.S. §750.1 et seq., and
the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder.
Sewage management district–any area or areas of a municipality for which an
onlot sewage management program is recommended by the Township’s adopted Act
537 Official Sewage Facilities Plan. The sewage management district encompasses
the entire Township.
Sewage management program–a comprehensive set of legal and administrative
requirements encompassing the requirements of this Chapter and other administrative requirements adopted by the Township to effectively enforce and administer
this Chapter.
Sewage system certification form–a form provided by the Township to be
completed by the pumper/hauler which provides certification to the Township of
septic system pumping, cleaning and certain repairs.
Sewer–any pipe or conduit constituting a part of the sewer system and used or
usable for sewage collection purposes.
Sewer system–all facilities, as of any particular time, for collecting, transmitting, treating or disposing of sanitary sewage and/or industrial wastes, owned by
the Authority and leased to the Township.
Street–any street, road, lane, court, cul-de-sac, alley, public way or public
square.
Subdivision–the division or re-division of a lot, tract or parcel of land by any
means into two or more lots, tracts, parcels or other divisions of land, including
changes in existing lot lines for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of lease,
partition by the court for distribution to heirs or devisees, transfer of ownership or
building or lot development.
Tap-on fee–a fee charged to a property owner who desires to or is required to
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connect to the Township’s sewer system, as authorized by §7 of the Municipality
Authorities Act, 53 Pa.C.S.A. §5607. For purposes of this Chapter, “tap-on fee” shall
refer only to a “collection part tap fee,” and not to “connection fee” or “capacity-part
tap-on fee” or any other similar fee authorized by law.
Temporary holding tank permit–a temporary holding tank permit shall be
authorized by the sewer department for a temporary structure or use not generally
permitted where it is deemed beneficial to the public health or general welfare,
necessary to promote the proper development of the community, or for temporary
accessory uses, provided that such temporary structure or use shall be completely
removed upon the expiration of the permit without cost to the Township. Such
permits shall be issued for a period of time not to exceed 180 days, and may be
renewed for no more than one additional 180 day period.
Temporary structure–a non-permanent structure or building which is located
on a lot for a specified duration. Temporary structures may only be permitted for
short periods of time, not to exceed 1-year, and may be renewed for no more than
one additional 1-year period.
Temporary use–a short-term use or activity that shall not exceed a period of
180 days.
Township–the Township of Old Lycoming, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, a
political subdivision of the Commonwealth, acting by and through its Board of
Supervisors or, in appropriate cases, acting by and through its authorized agents
and representatives. This definition regarding the sections of the Public Sewer and
its infrastructure, include the Township of Lycoming, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, where public sewer is owned by the Authority.
Unpolluted waters–shall include, but not be limited to, spring water, stormwater, surface water, ground water, roof runoff, drainage from roof leader
connections, subsurface drainage such as that from floor drains, building
foundation drainage, sump pumps, cisterns, field tile or any other recognizable
source into the sewer system.
Zoning Officer–an individual employed by the Township to administer and
enforce the Township Zoning Ordinance [Chapter 27].
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
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Part 2
Mandatory Connection to Sewer System
A. Mandatory Connection
§18-201.

Purpose.

It is declared that enactment of this Part is necessary for the protection, benefit and
preservation of the health, safety and welfare of inhabitants of the Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-202.

Use of Public Sewers Required.

1. The owner of any improved property which is located in the Township and
which is adjoining or adjacent and whose principal building is within 300 feet of the
sewer system of the Township, shall connect such improved property with the sewer
system, in such manner as the Township and Authority may require, within 90 days (or
such other longer period of time prescribed by the Township) after notice to such owner
from the Township to make such connection, for the purpose of discharging all sanitary
sewage and industrial wastes from such improved property; subject, however, to such
limitations and restrictions as shall be established herein or otherwise shall be
established by the Township, from time to time. [Ord. 277]
2. All sanitary sewage and industrial wastes from any improved property, after
connection of such improved property with the sewer system shall be required under
Part 2A to be discharged into the sewer system; subject, however, to such limitations
and restrictions as shall be established herein or otherwise shall be established by the
Township, from time to time. The Township reserves the right to require metering and
sampling of such discharges.
3. No person shall place, shall deposit or shall permit to be placed or to be
deposited upon public or private property within the Township any sanitary sewage or
industrial wastes in violation of Part 2A. No person shall discharge or shall permit to
be discharged to any natural outlet within the Township any sanitary sewage or
industrial wastes in violation of Part 2A, except where suitable treatment has been
provided that is satisfactory to the Township.
4. No privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank or similar receptacle shall be
used or shall be maintained at any time upon any improved property that has been
connected to the sewer system or that shall be required under Part 2A to be connected
to the sewer system. Every such privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank or similar
receptacle in existence shall be abandoned and, at the discretion of the Township, shall
be cleansed and shall be filled, according to the Township permit, at the expense of the
owner of such improved property, unless otherwise provided for by the Township or the
Authority, under the direction and supervision of the Township; and any such privy
vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank or similar receptacle not so abandoned and, if
required by the Township or the Authority, not cleansed and filled shall constitute a
nuisance, and such nuisance abated, as provided by law, at the expense of the owner
of such improved property.
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5. No privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank or similar receptacle at any time
shall be connected to the sewer system.
6. The notice by the Township to make a connection to the sewer system, referred
to in Part 2A, shall include a reference to this Part, including any amendments or
supplements at the time in effect, in a written or printed document requiring the
connection in accordance with the provisions of this Part and specifying that such
connection shall be made within 90 days (or such other longer period of time prescribed
by the Township) from the date such notice is given or served. Such notice may be given
or served at any time after the sewer system is in place that can receive and can convey
sanitary sewage and industrial wastes for treatment and disposal from the particular
improved property. Such notice shall be given or served to the owner in accordance with
law.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as amended by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
§18-203.

Building Sewers and Connections.

1. No person shall uncover, shall connect with, shall make any opening into or
shall use, shall alter or shall disturb, in any manner, any sewer, building sewer, or any
part of the sewer system without first obtaining a permit, in writing, from the
Township.
2. Application for a permit required under Part 2A shall be made by the owner
of the improved property served or to be served or by the duly authorized agent of such
owner.
3. No person shall make or shall cause to be made a connection of any improved
property with the sewer system until such person shall have fulfilled each of the
following conditions:
A. Such person shall have notified the designated representative of this
Township of the desire and intention to connect such improved property to the
sewer system.
B. Such person shall have applied for and shall have obtained a connection
permit as required by Part 2A.
C. Such person shall have given such designated representative of the
Township at least 24 hours notice of the time when such connection will be made
so that the Township may supervise and inspect or may cause to be supervised and
inspected the work of connection and necessary testing to determine if the building
sewer and connection are constructed in accordance with the current Authority
rules and regulations.
D. If applicable, such person shall have furnished satisfactory evidence to
such designated representative of the Township that any fee charged and imposed
by the Township against the owner of each improved property who connects such
improved property to the sewer system has been paid.
4. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, each improved property shall
be connected separately and independently with a sewer system through a building
sewer. Each improved property shall be connected with the sewer system through a
single building sewer. Grouping of more than one improved property, or more than one
structure discharging sewage on a single improved property, on one building sewer
Supp. IV; revised 4/12/2016
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shall not be permitted, except under special circumstances and for good sanitary
reasons or other good cause shown, but then only after special permission of the
Township, in writing, shall have been secured and only subject to such rules,
regulations and conditions as may be prescribed by the Township.
A. Exception. When one building stands in the rear of another building on a
common interior lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the
rear building through an adjoining street, the building sewer from the front
building may be extended to the rear building and the whole be considered as one
building sewer.
B. Exception. A common sewer connection will be permitted to serve more
than one building in the following categories:
(1) Apartments.
(2) Townhouse developments, where units are owned by one entity.
(3) Condominium developments, where units are owned by one entity.
(4) Planned unit developments, where units are owned by one entity.
(5) Hotels and motels.
(6) Hospitals.
(7) Warehouses and industrial buildings engaged in only one business.
(8) Schools.
(9) Mobile home parks.
(10) Shopping centers.
(11) Churches.
(12) Other buildings under common management.
5. All costs and expenses of construction of a building sewer, lateral and all costs
and expenses of connection of a building sewer to the sewer system shall be borne by
the owner of the improved property to be connected; and such owner shall indemnify
and shall save harmless the Township and the Authority from any loss or damage that
may be occasioned, directly or indirectly, as a result of construction of a building sewer
or of connection of a building sewer to the sewer system.
6. In the situation where there is an elevation issue and a grinder pump will be
required, the initial pump may be provided by the Authority. All costs associated with
the installation, future repairs, and replacement shall be the responsibility of the
property owner. The property owner shall enter into a maintenance agreement for said
equipment. The agreement shall be provided by the Township.
7. A building sewer shall be connected to the sewer system at the place
designated by the Authority or the Township. The invert (flow line) of the building
sewer at the point of connection shall be at the same or a higher elevation than the
invert of the sewer system. A smooth, neat joint shall be made and the connection of the
building sewer to the lateral shall be made secure and watertight.
8. The owner of any improved property which is located in the Township and
which is adjoining or adjacent and whose principal building is within 300 feet of the
sewer system of the Township, shall connect such improved property with the sewer
system, in such manner as the Township and Authority may require. If after 90 days
18-13
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(or such other longer period of time prescribed by the Township) notice, in accordance
with § 18-202, the owner shall fail to connect such improved property and use the sewer
system, as required, the Township may make such connection and may collect from
such owner the costs and expenses thereof in the manner permitted by law. Previously
terminated sewer service shall be addressed in §18-303. [Ord. 277]
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as amended by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
§18-204.
Rules and Regulations Governing Building Sewers and Connections to Sewers.
1. Where an improved property, at the time connection to a sewer is required,
shall be served by its own sewage disposal system or sewage disposal device, the
existing house sewer pipe shall be broken on the structure side of such sewage disposal
system or sewage disposal device and attachment shall be made, with proper fittings,
to continue such house sewer pipe as a building sewer.
2. The building sewer shall be constructed in accordance with the current
Authority rules and regulations; in addition all items of the sewer permit shall be
adhered to.
3. No building sewer shall be covered until it has been inspected and approved
by the Authority and/or the Township. If any part of a building sewer is covered before
so being inspected and approved, it shall be uncovered for inspection at the cost and
expense of the owner of the improved property to be connected to the sewer system.
4. Every excavation for a building sewer shall be guarded adequately with
barricades and lights to protect all persons from damage and injury. Any street,
sidewalk and other property disturbed in the course of installation of a building sewer
shall be restored, at the cost and expense of the owner of the improved property being
connected, in a manner satisfactory to the Authority and the Township.
5. If any person shall fail or shall refuse, upon receipt of a written notice of the
Township or the Authority, to remedy any unsatisfactory condition with respect to a
building sewer within 90 days (or such other longer period of time prescribed by the
Township) of receipt of such notice, the Township may refuse to permit such person to
discharge sanitary sewage and industrial wastes into the sewer system until such
unsatisfactory condition shall have been remedied to the satisfaction of the Township.
6. Each building sewer, leading from the lateral to any improved property, shall
be maintained in a sanitary and safe operating condition by the owner of such improved
property.
7. The Township reserves the right to adopt, from time to time, additional rules
and regulations as it shall deem necessary and proper relating to connections with the
sewer system, which additional rules and regulations, to the extent appropriate, shall
be construed as part of this Part.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-205.

Sewer Extensions by Private Persons.

Private persons may, with the consent of the Township and the Authority, construct
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a sewer extension connecting to the sewer system at his own cost and expense in
accordance with the following:
A. Written application shall be made to the Township by the owner who
intends to construct the sewer extension in the Township’s sewer jurisdiction. All
such applications and all such sewer extensions constructed and connected to the
sewer system shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1) All sewer extensions shall be designed and constructed in conformance
with the current Authority’s rules and regulations.
(2) The applicant shall employ an engineer registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at its expense to prepare plans for the proposed sewer
improvements.
(3) The completed plans and specifications shall be submitted to the
Authority and the Township for review and approval prior to submittal to other
agencies. Approval of plans and specifications by the Authority and/or the
Township does not relieve the applicant from obtaining any and all approvals
necessary for the construction of the sewer extension, i.e., PA DEP and
Williamsport Sanitary Authority.
(4) No construction of any sewer extension shall be initiated until
approvals have been granted by the Township and all other appropriate
agencies.
(5) Sufficient collection and conveyance capacity, as determined by the
Township, and sufficient treatment capacity allocation, as determined by the
Williamsport Sanitary Authority, must be available for the additional sewage
flow, which will be received from the sewer extension.
(6) A permanent easement with a minimum width of 30 feet (with the
proposed sewer extension centered in the easement) shall be provided for the
entire length of the sewer extension unless the Township determines that a
wider width is justified.
(7) The minimum size gravity collection sewer line will be 8 inches inside
diameter.
(8) The Township or the Township’s representative shall observe the
installation and construction of the sewer extension and associated appurtenances, as the Township deems necessary. All costs incurred by the Township
in the observation of the work shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Prior
to placing the sewer extension and related equipment in service, the applicant
shall satisfy the Township that the sewer extension and associated appurtenances were built in accordance with the approved plans and specifications.
The applicant’s engineer shall certify, in writing, that all testing requirements
have been completed according to the Authorities specifications, and shall be
completed to the satisfaction of the Township.
(9) The applicant shall modify the original approved drawings as
necessary to provide accurate reproducible record drawings (“as- built”) to the
Township upon completing construction of the sewer extension.
(10) Through appropriate legal documents such as deeds, lien waivers and
recorded plats, the applicant shall, prior to placing in service, dedicate to the
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Township the sewer extension and related appurtenances and all easements,
rights-of-way or fee simple parcels on which the sewer extension and related
appurtenances were constructed.
(11) The following information shall be submitted to the Township prior to
the applicant dedicating to the Township the sewer extension and related
appurtenances and all easements, rights-of-way or fee simple parcels on which
the sewer extension and related appurtenances were constructed.
(a) Reproducible original plans depicting the “as-built” system.
(b) Dates of construction.
(c) Construction materials.
(d) Total value of assets.
B. An improvement guarantee in accordance with Chapter 22, §22-305, shall
be provided.
C. No provisions in this Section shall be construed to obligate the Township
to accept any sewer extension or parts of the sewer extension. The Township may
reject any sewer extension or parts of the sewer extension that fails to comply with
the requirements of the current Authority’s rules and regulations.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-206.

Enforcement/Penalty.

The Township may, as authorized by law, initiate civil enforcement proceedings
against any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this Part. The
Township shall prescribe a civil penalty of not more than $600 per violation, plus costs,
or other maximum as established by law. Each day that a violation of this Part
continues or each section of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall
constitute a separate violation. In any case where a penalty for a violation has not been
timely paid and the person upon whom the penalty was imposed is found to have been
liable therefor in civil proceedings, the violator shall be liable for the penalty imposed,
including additional daily penalties for continuing violations, plus court costs and
reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Townships in the enforcement proceedings.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as amended by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
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B. Fees, Rules and Regulations for Mandatory Connection
§18-211.

Purpose.

The Board of Supervisors of Old Lycoming Township, along with the Board of the
Old Lycoming Area Authority, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, finds it in the best
interest of the residents of Old Lycoming Township to adopt rules and regulations and
to establish fees relating to connection to the public sewer system located within both
Old Lycoming and Lycoming Townships by property owners who desire to or are
required to connect to the Authority’s sewer system, and to confirm compliance with the
Clean Streams Act, 35 P.S. §691.1 et seq.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-212.

Fees.

1. Any property owner who desires to or is required to connect to the sewer
system is required to pay a tap-on fee to the Authority in an amount that is established
by resolution of the Authority from time to time, or by special agreement specifically
authorized by Authority resolution.
2. Said tap-on fee shall be paid prior to the issuance of a permit for the connection
to the sewer system.
3. Each improved property shall be charged a tap-on fee as a specific amount per
equivalent dwelling unit (EDU) applicable to such improved property, as determined
by the Old Lycoming Area Authority from time to time. The number of equivalent
dwelling units (EDUs) applicable to each improved property shall be determined as
follows:
Description of Improved Property

Number of EDUs

Single Family Dwelling – full or part-time

1.0

Multiple Family Dwelling – per family

1.0

Trailer/Mobile Home/Recreational Vehicle

1.0

Apartment House – per unit

1.0

Hotel or Motel – per 4 units or fraction

1.0

Restaurant, Club, Tavern or other retail food or drinking establishment –
per 10 seats or fraction

1.0

Church

1.0

Community Hall

1.0

Gasoline Service Station

1.0

Commercial Mechanical Service Station

1.0

Car Washes – 1 per bay

1.0

Beauty/Barber Shop (attached/unattached to dwelling) – 1 for first 3
chairs and .5 for each additional chair

1.0
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Laundromat – 1 per every two washers

1.0

Commercial/Industrial Establishment – process/no process waste water 1
per 10 employees or less located on site; .5 for each additional 5 employees

1.0

Educational/Institutional Establishment – 1 for first 20
students/employees; .5 for each 10 additional students/employees

1.0

Funeral Homes

2.0

Doctor’s Office – 1 per three examination rooms; .5 for each additional
examination room

1.0

Nursing Home – 1 per every five full-time residents or equivalents

1.0

Facilities not covered – EDUs will be established on an individual basis.
Commercial/Industrial Establishment – process /no process waste water 1 per 10 employees or
less located on site; .5 for each additional 5 employees

4. Facilities not covered under subsection .3 above will be established on an
individual basis.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-213.

Administration.

1. The owner shall first obtain a connection permit, and then shall construct the
building sewer and lateral from the principal structure to the sewer main.
2. The Township shall inspect and approve all building sewer and lateral
construction and all connections to the sewer.
3.

The Township shall document its approval of the construction.

(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-214.

Enforcement/Penalty.

The Township may, as authorized by law, initiate civil enforcement proceedings
against any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this Part. The
Township shall prescribe a civil penalty of not more than $600 per violation, plus costs,
or other maximum as established by law. Each day that a violation of this Part
continues or each section of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall
constitute a separate violation. In any case where a penalty for a violation has not been
timely paid and the person upon whom the penalty was imposed is found to have been
liable therefor in civil proceedings, the violator shall be liable for the penalty imposed,
including additional daily penalties for continuing violations, plus court costs and
reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Townships in the enforcement proceedings.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as amended by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
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Part 3
Sewer Rates
§18-301.

Sewer Rates.

1. Old Lycoming Township will have a uniform sewer rate in an amount that is
established by resolution of the Authority from time to time per EDU for all customers,
both residential and commercial, Township wide using the public sewer system.
2.

This monthly sewer rate will be invoiced on a quarterly basis.

3. The owner of the improved property served by the sewer system is responsible
for all sewer rates incurred on their account until the Township is notified of a change
in ownership. Upon notification, the new owner of the property is responsible for all
sewer rates and any unpaid balances incurred as of the closing date of the sale or the
date of notification by the owners.
4. Each improved property shall be charged a user charge as a specific amount
per equivalent dwelling unit (EDU) applicable to such improved property, as
determined by the Township from time to time. The number of equivalent dwelling
units (EDUs) applicable to each improved property shall be determined as follows:
Description of Improved Property

Number of EDUs

Single Family Dwelling – full or part-time

1.0

Multiple Family Dwelling – per family

1.0

Trailer/Mobile Home/Recreational Vehicle

1.0

Apartment House – per unit

1.0

Hotel or Motel – per 4 units or fraction

1.0

Restaurant, Club, Tavern or other retail food or drinking establishment –
per 10 seats or fraction

1.0

Church

1.0

Community Hall

1.0

Gasoline Service Station

1.0

Commercial Mechanical Service Station

1.0

Car Washes – 1 per bay

1.0

Beauty/Barber Shop (attached/unattached to dwelling) – 1 for first 3
chairs and .5 for each additional chair

1.0

Laundromat – 1 per every two washers

1.0

Commercial/Industrial Establishment – process/no process waste water 1
per 10 employees or less located on site; .5 for each additional 5 employees

1.0
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Number of EDUs

Educational/Institutional Establishment – 1 for first 20
students/employees; .5 for each 10 additional students/employees

1.0

Funeral Homes

2.0

Doctor’s Office – 1 per three examination rooms; .5 for each additional
examination room

1.0

Nursing Home – 1 per every five full-time residents or equivalents

1.0

Facilities not covered – EDUs will be established on an individual basis.

5. The sewer rate for facilities not covered under subsection .4 above will be
established on an individual basis.
6. Users who make payment in full of the annual sewer rate shall receive a
discount, as set by the Township.
7. Users who do not make payment in full of the current sewer rate within the 30
days allowed will receive a penalty, as set by the Township.
8. The Authority reserves the right to require metering and sampling for
commercial /industrial users which do not fall under the WSA industrial pre-treatment
program. The rate charged for this shall be the same as the rate charged to the
commercial/industrial users which are required to meter and sample by the WSA
industrial pre-treatment program. All devices used shall be calibrated every 6 months
by an authorized certified agent and all calibrations certificates shall be filed with the
Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-302.

Vacancies.

1. No property shall have a vacancy credit approved unless it is unoccupied for
more than 30 consecutive days and then only with the written approval of the
Township. To obtain approval, a written request on a form approved by the Township
must first be submitted to the Township at the Township office for approval or rejection
prior to the beginning of said vacancy period. The length of a vacancy credit shall be no
more than 6 months. Upon the expiration of the 6-month period, if the property is still
vacant, the property owner may apply for a new vacancy credit. An exemption will not
be approved unless the applicant’s sewer account is current at the time of the request.
2. In the event of an emergency, such as health, life or safety, a vacancy credit
may be approved without the 30 consecutive day vacant period.
3.

The vacancy credit is an amount established by Authority resolution.

4. If a property is rendered uninhabitable by fire or other hazard, an exemption
request may be submitted to the Township for approval, but the quarterly bill covering
the date of said incident must be paid in full without pro-ration before an exemption
will be approved by the Township by reason of the property’s uninhabitability. In the
event of said uninhabitability by virtue of fire or other hazard, said 30-day minimum
vacancy period shall not apply and the building sewer shall be disconnected and capped
at the right-of-way in a manner approved by the Township within 30 days of the
exemption approval. The current sewer rate may be forgiven in the event that the sewer
Supp. III; revised 8/14/2012
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is disconnected and inspected with the Township’s approval.
5. When the property is re-occupied following such approved exemption, the
property owner shall notify the Township, in writing, within 15 days of such occupation.
Failure of the property owner to notify the Township, in writing, within 15 days of such
re-occupancy will subject such property owner to a fine equal to three times the last
sewer rate issued.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-303.

Termination of Sewage Service.

1. No property with an inhabitable structure which is adjoining or adjacent to the
sewer system, and whose principal building is within 300 feet from a sewer, will be
exempt from sewage service unless a property is rendered uninhabitable by fire, other
hazard, or other circumstances.
2. If a property is rendered uninhabitable by fire, other hazard, or other
circumstances, the property owner may submit a written request for termination of
sewage service if the property owner does not intend to inhabit the structure in the
future, but the quarterly bill covering the date of said incident must be paid in full
without pro-ration before a request will be approved by the Township by reason of the
property’s uninhabitability.
3. Upon approval of the termination of service due to fire or other hazard, the
property owner must disconnect the building sewer at the right-of-way and cap the
portion of the building sewer connected to the sewer system in a manner approved by
the Township within 30 days of the approval of the termination of service. The
applicant shall notify the Township 3 days in advance of when the building sewer and
related facilities are ready for termination of service but prior to the actual termination
of service. The termination of service shall be inspected and approved by the Township
or authorized agency.
4. If a property is rendered un-inhabitable by fire, hazard or other circumstance,
and the disconnected service has been inspected and approved, such service must be reconnected within a 2-year period from the termination date. A service that has not been
re-connected within that 2-year time frame shall be subject to pay the appropriate tap
fee. A permit from the Township shall be required for this re-connected service.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-304.

Liens for Sewer Rates; Filing and Collection of Liens.

Charges imposed by this Part shall be a lien on the property where the occupied
building connected to and served by the sewer system is located and any such sewer
rates and or charges which are not paid within 30 days after each quarterly billing date,
at the discretion of the Township, shall be filed as a lien against the aforesaid property
so connected to and served by the sewer system, and shall be collected in the manner
provided by law for filing and collection of municipal claim under the Municipal Claims
and Tax Lien Act, 53 P.S. §7501 et seq., as amended [the “Act”]. Any bill which remains
unpaid and which is entered as a lien pursuant to the Act, shall include all penalties,
interest, costs, fines, charges, fees, including reasonable attorney’s fees in connection
with the filing, enforcement and removal of the lien in accordance with an hourly rate
equal to the Township Solicitor's regular rate for litigation charges to the Township.
18-21

Supp. IV; revised 4/12/2016

§18-304

Township of Old Lycoming

(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as added by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)

Supp. IV; revised 4/12/2016

18-22

§18-304

§18-401

Sewers and Sewage Disposal

§18-403

Part 4
Use of Sanitary Sewers
§18-401.

Maintenance and Repair of Building Sewer.

1. It shall be the duty of each property owner to maintain, clean, and repair the
building sewer serving the improved property at his own expense as necessary to keep
such building sewer free and clear of obstructions and in good working order. Whenever
a building sewer connected to the sewer system becomes clogged, broken, out of order
or detrimental to the use of the sewer system, the property owner shall, upon
notification by the Township, employ, without delay, competent tradesmen to
reconstruct, alter, clean or repair the building sewer, at his expense. All leaks shall be
repaired immediately. All repairs to the building sewer shall be made from the
structure to the edge of the cartway.
2. No work shall be done on any building sewer without first obtaining a building
sewer repair permit from the Township. All work shall be subject to inspection by
Township personnel during the performance thereof.
3. Twenty-four hours notice shall be given to the Township prior to the
commencement of any work on the building sewer for which approval has been obtained
from the Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-402.

Maintenance of Easements.

1. No person shall place, construct, deposit, leave, permit to be or remain on,
within or over any easement for the sewer system, any construction materials, metals,
lumber, trees, berms, water bodies, rubbish, refuse, fences, structures, buildings or
other obstructions. Such obstruction shall constitute an easement nuisance under this
Part.
2. Whenever an easement nuisance is found to exist within the Township, the
Township or some other duly designated officer of the Township shall give written
notice to abate directed to the owner on whose property the easement exists or upon the
person or entity causing, allowing or continuing the nuisance. If the owner does not
abate the nuisance within 30 days of the date of the written notice, the Township may
abate the nuisance. Any and all costs incurred by the Township in the abatement shall
constitute a lien upon that property on which the easement exists.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-403.

Damage to Sewer System by Vandalism or Violation.

1. No person shall maliciously, willfully, or intentionally break, damage, destroy,
uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is part
of the sewer system.
2. No person shall cause to break, damage, destroy, uncover, or deface any
structure, appurtenance or equipment which is part of the sewer system by reason of
a violation any provision of this Part.
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3. Any person violating any provision of this Part that shall cause to break,
damage, destroy, uncover, or deface any structure, appurtenance or equipment which
is part of the sewer system, or any person who shall have broken, damaged, destroyed,
uncovered, defaced or tampered with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which
is part of the sewer system, shall be liable to the Township for any expense, loss or
damage suffered by the Township by reason of such violation or vandalism including,
but not limited to, the costs of investigation, expert fees, attorney’s fees, tests and
analyses.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-404.

Prohibited Discharge Standards.

1. No person shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the sewer system any
nondomestic waste except as in compliance with §5 of the rules and regulations adopted
by the Board of the Williamsport Sanitary Authority on November 22, 2000, and
attached hereto as Appendix 18-4-1.
2. No permit shall be issued for a connection, nor shall any connection be made
to the sewer system for the purpose of discharging nondomestic waste therein, until the
Williamsport Sanitary Authority or its representative shall have first determined
whether such nondomestic waste to be discharged into the sewer system is in
compliance with §5 of WSA rules and regulations, attached, including the issuance of
any approvals or permits required for the discharge of such waste pursuant to those
rules and regulations.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-405.

Grease Interceptors.

1. Grease interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the Township,
they are necessary for the proper handling of sanitary sewage containing excessive
amounts of grease and oil, or sand; except that such interceptors shall not be required
for residential users.
2. Waste, which contains grease, shall be discharged into the sewer system only
under the conditions of this Part. The following facilities shall discharge all waste from
sinks, dishwashers, drains, and any other fixtures through which grease may be
discharged, into an adequately sized, properly maintained and functioning grease
interceptor before the discharge enters the sewer system.
A. Every commercial food preparation and food service facility including, but
not limited to, bakeries, boardinghouses, butcher shops, cafes, clubhouses,
commercial kitchens, delicatessens, fat rendering plants, ice cream parlors,
hospitals, meat packing plants, restaurants, schools, slaughter houses, soap
factories, and similar facilities, especially where meat, poultry, seafood, dairy
products or fried foods are prepared or served.
B. All shopping centers that have food processing facilities.
C. All food courts.
D. All other facilities discharging grease in amounts that, in the opinion of
the Township, will, alone or in concert with other substances from the discharges
of other facilities, have a reasonable chance to impede or stop the flow in the sewer
Supp. III; revised 8/14/2012
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system.
E. All new areas of intensified dwelling including, but not limited to, adult
day care facilities, assisted living facilities, convalescent homes, day nursing and
childcare facilities, in which food preparation occurs, homes for the mentally
challenged, hotels, maternity homes, motels in which there is a commercial food
preparation service, nursing homes, retirement and life care communities and
homes, and truck stops with commercial food service, shall be required to have
grease interceptors.
3. An outside grease interceptor shall be installed for all new construction.
Existing improved properties may elect to install either an outside grease interceptor
or an “under the sink grease interceptor.” Installation of any grease interceptor is
subject to the approval of the Township.
4.

Sizing Requirements.

A. Outside grease interceptors shall be sized according to the following
formulas:
(1) Restaurants.
(D) x (GL) x (SC) x (HR/2) x (LF) = Size Interceptor, gallons
Where: D = Number of seats in dining area
GL = Gallons of wastewater per meal, normally 0.5 gal
SC = Storage capacity factor: 2.5
HR = Number of hours open
LF = Loading factors:
1.25 if any portion of property is adjacent to a State road
1.0 if the property is only adjacent to Township streets
(2) Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Schools, Other Type Commercial Kitchens
with Varied Seating Capacity.
(M) x (GL) x (SC) x (2.5) x (LF) = Size Interceptor, gallons
Where: M = Meals per day
GL = Gallons of wastewater per meal, normally 0.5 gal
SC = Storage capacity factor: 2.5
LF = Loading factors:
1.25 with both garbage disposal and dishwashing
1.00 with only dishwashing
0.75 with only garbage disposal
0.50 without dishwashing or garbage disposal
B. For an outside grease storage facility, a minimum capacity of 30-day
storage, is required for temporary on-site storage of grease.
C. Under the sink grease interceptors shall be sized according to the
manufacturer’s recommendations.
5.

Installation Requirements.
A. All grease bearing waste streams should be routed through an appropriate
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grease interceptor, including: three-compartment sinks, pot/pan sinks, soup kettles,
hand-washing sinks, dishwashers, mop sinks and floor drains.
B. None of the following agents shall be placed directly into a grease
interceptor, or into any drain that leads to the interceptor:
(1) Emulsifiers, de-emulsifiers, surface active agents, enzymes, degreasers, or any type of product that will liquefy grease interceptor wastes.
(2) Grease interceptor treatment products, including bacteria, designed
to digest grease.
(3) Any substance that may cause excessive foaming in the sewer system.
(4) Any substance capable of passing the solid or semi-solid contents of
the grease interceptor to the sewer system.
C. The interceptor shall be located in a manner that provides ready and easy
accessibility for cleaning and inspection.
D. The influent to interceptors shall not exceed 140ºF. The temperature at the
inspection port shall be considered equivalent to the temperature of the influent.
E. Toilets, urinals, and other similar fixtures shall not discharge through a
grease interceptor.
F. Where food-waste grinders are installed, the waste from those units shall
discharge directly into the building sewer without passing through a grease
interceptor.
G. Additional requirements for the installation of under the sink grease
interceptors:
(1) The interceptor may be set on the floor, partially recessed in the floor
with top flush with the floor, or fully recessed below the floor to suit piping and
structural conditions.
(2) There shall be sufficient clearance for the removal of the interceptor
cover for cleaning.
(3) The interceptors are to be installed at a minimum distance of 10 feet
from sinks and dishwashers to allow for adequate cooling of wastewater.
(4) Unless specifically approved by the Township, runs of pipe exceeding
25 feet between fixture and interceptor shall not be permitted.
(5) The interceptor shall not be installed in a waste line from a garbage
grinder. Any garbage grinder waste shall bypass the interceptor.
(6) With the approval of the Township, one interceptor may be used to
serve multiple fixtures if the fixtures are located close together and the
interceptor is sized to meet the combined flow of all the fixtures.
6.

Interceptor Maintenance.

A. All facilities dealing with an outside grease interceptor shall, at the
owner/customer’s expense and as required by the Township:
(1) Obtain a written interceptor service agreement with a licensed
transporter for a term of at least 1 year, or for the duration of the operation of
the establishment, whichever is less, to maintain the interceptor in effective
operating condition. A service agreement must be in effect as long as the
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facility is required to have an interceptor under this Part.
(2) Maintain an interceptor maintenance log indicating each pumping for
the previous 12 months. This log shall include the date, time, amount pumped,
hauler and disposal site, and shall be kept in a conspicuous location on the
premises of the facility for inspection. Said log shall be made immediately
available to any authorized Township inspector.
(3) Unless otherwise specified by the Township, service the interceptor
every 90 days and maintain backup copies of trip tickets and a service log, on
the premises of the facility, for at least 5 years. A copy of said log must be
mailed to the Township every 90 days.
(4) Allow demand inspection of the facility and of records by the Township
during reasonable hours.
B. All facilities with an under the sink grease interceptor shall, at the
owner/customer’s expense and as required by the Township:
(1) Obtain a written interceptor service agreement with a licensed
transporter for a term of at least 1 year, or for the duration of the operation of
the establishment, whichever is less, to maintain the inside grease storage
facility. A service agreement must be in effect as long as the facility is required
to have an interceptor under this Chapter.
(2) Maintain an interceptor maintenance log indicating each time the
interceptor was serviced for the previous 12 months. This log shall include the
date, time, amount of grease removed, and disposal site, this log shall be kept
in a conspicuous location on the premises of the facility for inspection. Said log
shall be made immediately available to allow demand inspection of the facility
and of records by the Township during reasonable hours.
(3) Unless otherwise specified by the Township, service the interceptor at
a minimum of every 3 days and maintain backup copies of trip tickets and a
service log, on the premises of the facility, for at least 5 years. A copy of said
log must be mailed to the Township once per month.
C. It is the responsibility of the owner/customer to insure compliance with the
Township’s discharge limitations.
D. Every owner/customer having an interceptor shall dispose of interceptor
pumpage.
(1) All waste removed from each interceptor shall be disposed of at a
facility permitted and authorized to receive such waste in accordance with all
applicable Federal, State and local regulations. In no way shall the pumpage
be returned to any private or public portion of the sanitary sewer system.
Additionally, grease removed from an interceptor shall not be recycled so as to
become a food product or part of a food product for animal or human consumption.
(2) If the owner/customer intends to store the waste removed from the
interceptor on-site prior to disposal, the waste removed from the interceptor
shall be stored in such a manner as to minimize odors and insects. This
recovered grease shall not be stored on-premises longer than 2 weeks.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
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Infiltration and Inflow.

1. No connections that will allow inflow to enter the Township’s sewer system
shall be permitted. Such prohibited connections shall include, but not be limited to, the
connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, sump pumps, interior floor
drains or other sources of stormwater or groundwater to a building sewer that is
connected directly or indirectly to the sanitary sewer system.
A. If any connection exists between a building and the sewer system that
allows inflow to enter to the sewer system, the Township may serve a notice upon
the owner immediately upon discovery. Any person, firm or corporation having a
connection that allows inflow to enter the sewer system shall disconnect and/or
remove the same within 30 days after receipt of written notice from the Township.
Any disconnects or opening into the sanitary sewer system shall be closed or
repaired in an effective, workmanlike manner, as approved by the Township. The
owner shall be responsible for removing all such connections, at their own expense,
and may be subject to penalty.
2.

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any unpolluted waters.

A. If any connection exists between a building and the sewer system that
allows unpolluted waters to enter the sewer system, the Township may serve a
notice upon the owner immediately upon discovery. Any person, firm or corporation
having a roof drain system, surface drain system, footing tile, ground water drain
system, floor drains or sump pump connected and/or discharging into the sewer
system shall disconnect and/or remove the same within 30 days after receipt of
written notice from the Township. Any disconnects or opening into the sanitary
sewer system shall be closed or repaired in an effective, workmanlike manner, as
approved by the Township. The owner shall be responsible for removing all such
connections, at their own expense.
B. Dwellings and other buildings and structures which require, because of the
infiltration of water into basements, crawl spaces and the like, a sump pump
system to discharge excess water shall have a permanently installed discharge line
which shall not at any time discharge water into the sanitary sewer system. A
permanent installation shall be one which provides for year around discharge
capability to either the outside of the dwelling, building or structure, or is
connected to the Township’s storm sewer. It shall consist of a rigid discharge line,
without valves or quick connections for altering the path of discharge.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-407.

Inspection by Township.

1. At a frequency deemed necessary by the Township, property owner survey
forms will be distributed to obtain information regarding sources of sewage flows
entering the sewer system. When a property owner receives a survey from the
Township, the property owner shall:
A. Within 30 days, complete the survey form to the best of their knowledge
and return the completed survey form to Township or address provided on the
survey form.
B. Any person refusing to return the completed survey form within 30 days
shall be subject to an inspection of their property. The property owner shall be
Supp. III; revised 8/14/2012
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responsible for all costs incurred to complete the inspection and may, at the
Township’s discretion, be subject to the surcharge hereafter provided for.
C. Any person who knowingly provides false information on a completed
survey form, shall be subject to an inspection of their property. The property owner
shall be responsible for all costs incurred to complete the inspection and may, at
the Township’s discretion, be subject to the surcharge hereafter provided for.
2. Representatives from the Township shall be permitted to inspect any property
connected to the sewer system. Inspections of properties shall be performed in the
following manner:
A. Duly authorized employees or representatives of the Township, bearing
proper credentials and identification, shall be permitted to enter any property to
perform inspections for the purpose of observation, measurement, sampling, and
testing to determine the type of connections that exist to the building sewer and the
nature of the sewage entering the sewer system in accordance with the provisions
of this Part.
B. The property owner shall not be released from liability to any extent if a
Township agent or employee is injured while making physical inspections on
privately owned property as a result of negligence on the part of the private
property owner or any of his agents or employees.
(1) In lieu of having the Township inspect their property, any person or
entity may furnish a building sewer inspection form and video of their building
sewer from a licensed plumber certifying that their property is in compliance
with this Part. The building sewer inspection form shall be obtained from the
Township.
(a) The licensed plumber shall utilize a camera with a self-leveling
camera head and start the video as the camera is being inserted into the
building sewer.
(b) The licensed plumber shall complete all tests including, but not
limited to, dye testing, to confirm all connections to the building sewer.
The licensed plumber shall provide digital photographs of each connection.
(2) Any person refusing to allow their property to be inspected, refusing
to furnish a completed building sewer inspection form and video of their
building sewer by a certified plumber within 14 days of the date the duly
authorized Township employees or representatives are denied admittance to
their property, or providing false information on a building sewer inspection
form shall be subject to the surcharge hereafter provided for.
(3) At any future time, if the Township has reason to suspect that an
illegal connection may exist on a premises, the owner shall comply with this
Section.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-408.

Enforcement/Penalty.

1. A surcharge equal to three times the sewer rate, as identified in Part 3 of this
Chapter, is hereby imposed and added to every sewer billing to property owners who
are not in compliance with this Part, 30 days after non-compliance is identified. The
18-29
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surcharge shall be added every month until the property is in compliance. The
Township Supervisors may grant waivers from the surcharges where strict enforcement
may cause undue hardship unique to the property or where the property owner was
scheduled for disconnection but cannot do so due to circumstances, such as availability
of the plumber or inclement weather.
2. Any action to enforce the penalty provisions of this Part shall not be a bar to
enforcement of this Part or §5 of the rules and regulations of the Williamsport Sanitary
Authority, or any notices, orders or permits issued by the Williamsport Sanitary
Authority, by injunction or other appropriate remedy. The Williamsport Sanitary
Authority shall have the power to initiate and pursue all administrative enforcement
remedies under §5 of its rules and regulations pertaining to noncompliance with such
rules and regulations, including civil penalties as provided for by the Pennsylvania
Publicly Owned Treatment Works Penalty Law, 35 P.S. §752.1 et seq., and Williamsport
Sanitary Authority Board Resolution and Policy adopted pursuant to that Act on
December 12, 1992.
3. The Township may, as authorized by law, initiate civil enforcement proceedings
against any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this Part. The
Township shall prescribe a civil penalty of not more than $600 per violation, plus costs,
or other maximum as established by law. Each day that a violation of this Part
continues or each section of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall
constitute a separate violation. In any case where a penalty for a violation has not been
timely paid and the person upon whom the penalty was imposed is found to have been
liable therefor in civil proceedings, the violator shall be liable for the penalty imposed,
including additional daily penalties for continuing violations, plus court costs and
reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Township in the enforcement proceedings.
[Ord. 277]
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as amended by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
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RULES AM REGULATION S
GOVERNING WASTEWATER SERVICES

WILLIAMSPORT SANITARY AUTHORITY
253 West Fourth Street
Williamsport, PA 17701
570-323-6148

A resolution imposing sewer connection charges and sewer rental or
charges for the use of sewers, sewer system and sewage treatment works
upon the owners of property served or to be served thereby; providing for
the collection thereof and filing of liens therefor and adopting rules
and regulations fixing the terms of service.
Originally adopted April 29, 1953
Amendment #15 December 17, 2008

SECTION 5 . PRETREATMENT

SUBSECTION 5 . 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
5.1.1 Purpose and Policy
Section 5 of these Rules and Regulations sets forth uniform requirements for control of
non-domestic wastewater discharges to the Williamsport Sanitary Authority (WSA) Publicly
Owned Treatment Works and enables the WSA to comply with all applicable State and
Federal laws, including the Clean Water Act (33 United States Code § 1251 et seq.) and
the General Pretreatment Regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 403). The
objectives of Section 5 of these Rules and Regulations are:
A. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the Publicly Owned Treatment
Works that will interfere with its operation;
B. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the Publicly Owned Treatment
Works that will pass through the Publicly Owned Treatment Works, inadequately
treated, into receiving water, or otherwise be incompatible with the Publicly
Owned Treatment Works;
C. To protect both Publicly Owned Treatment Works personnel who may be affected by
wastewater and sludge in the course of their employment and the general public;
D.

To promote reuse and recycling of industrial wastewater and sludge from the
Publicly Owned Treatment Works;

E.

To provide for fees for the equitable distribution of the cost of operation,
maintenance, and improvement of the Publicly Owned Treatment Works; and

F.

To enable the WSA to comply with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit conditions, sludge use and disposal requirements, and any other
Federal or State laws to which the Publicly Owned Treatment Works is subject.

These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all users of the Publicly Owned Treatment
Works. These Rules and Regulations authorize the issuance of wastewater discharge
permits; provides for monitoring, compliance, and enforcement activities; establishes
administrative review procedures; requires user reporting; and provides for the setting
of fees for the equitable distribution of costs resulting from the program established
herein.
5.1.2 Administration
Except as otherwise provided herein, the Executive Director shall administer, implement,
and enforce the provisions of these Rules and Regulations. Any powers granted to or
duties imposed upon the Executive Director may be delegated by the Executive Director to
other WSA personnel.

Definitions

5.1.3

Unless a provision explicitly states otherwise, the following terms and phrases, as used
in these Rules and Regulations, shall have the meanings hereinafter designated.
A.

"Act" or "the Act" - The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as
the Clean Water Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. § 1251 et. seq.

B.

"Approval Authority" - The Director in a NPDES state with an Approved State

Pretreatment Program and the Administrator of the EPA in a non-NPDES State or
NPDES State without an Approved State Pretreatment Program.
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C.

"Authorized Representative of the User"
(1) If the user is a corporation:
(a) The president, secretary, treasurer, or a vice-president of the
corporation in charge of a principal business function, or any other
person who performs similar policy or decision-making functions for
the corporation; or
(b) The manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or operating
facilities, provided, the manager is authorized to make management
decisions which govern the operation of the regulated facility
including having the explicit or implicit duty of making major
capital investment recommendations, and initiate and direct other
comprehensive measures to assure long-term environmental compliance
with environmental laws and regulations; can ensure that the
necessary systems are established or actions taken to gather
complete and accurate information for control mechanism
requirements; and where authority to sign documents has been
assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate
procedures.
(2) If the user is a partnership or sole proprietorship: a general partner
or proprietor, respectively.
(3) If the user is a Federal, State or local government facility: a
director or highest official appointed or designated to oversee the
operation and performance of the activities of the government facility,
or the designee.
(4) The individuals described in paragraphs 1 through 3, above, may
designate a duly authorized representative if the authorization is in
writing, the authorization specifies the individual or position
responsible for the overall operation of the facility from which the
discharge originates or having overall responsibility for environmental
matters for the company, and the written authorization is submitted to
the WSA.

D. "Best Management Practices (BMPs)" The term Best Management Practices or BMPs
means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance
procedures, and other management practices to implement the prohibitions
listed in Section 5.2.1(B) and (C). BMPs also include treatment
requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control plant site
runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw
materials storage.
E.

"Board" - The governing body of the Williamsport Sanitary Authority.

F. "Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand" or "CBOD5 " - A measure of the
quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter of
a sample for a time period of five (5) days at 20° centigrade, inhibited to
not include nitrogenous oxygen demand, expressed in terms of weight and
The test shall be as specified by
concentration (milligrams per liter).
standard laboratory procedures (see Note 1).
G.

"Categorical Pretreatment Standard" or "Categorical Standard" - Any
regulation containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by EPA in
accordance with Sections 307(b) and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. § 1317) which
apply to a specific category of users and which appear in 40 CFR Chapter I,
Subchapter N, Parts 405-471.
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H.

"Environmental Protection Agency" or "EPA" - The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency or, where appropriate, the Regional Water Management
Division Director, or other duly authorized official of said agency.

I.

"Executive Director" - The chief administration officer designated by the
Board of the Williamsport Sanitary Authority to carry out and enforce its
policies and Rules and Regulations and assume responsibility for the
operation of the POTW, or his duly authorized representative.

J.

"Existing Source" - Any source of discharge, the construction or operation of
which commenced prior to the publication by EPA of proposed categorical
pretreatment standards, which will be applicable to such source if the
standard is thereafter promulgated in accordance with Section 307 of the Act.

K.

"Grab Sample" - A sample which is taken from a wastestream without regard to
the flow in the wastestream and over a period of time not to exceed fifteen
(15) minutes.

L.

"Indirect Discharge" or "Discharge" - The introduction of pollutants into the
POTW from any non-domestic source regulated under Section 307(b), (c), or (d)
of the Act into the POTW.

M.

"Instantaneous Maximum Allowable Discharge Limit" - The maximum concentration
of a pollutant allowed to be discharge at any time, determined from the
analysis of any discrete or composited sample collected, independent of the
industrial flow rate and the duration of the sampling event.

N.

"Interference" - A discharge, which alone or in conjunction with a discharge
or discharges from other sources, inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its
treatment processes or operations or its sludge processes, use or disposal;
and therefore, is a cause of a violation of the WSA's NPDES permit or of the
prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal in compliance with any of the
following statutory/regulatory provisions or permits issued thereunder, or
any more stringent State or local regulations: Section 405 of the Act; the
Solid Waste Disposal Act, including Title II commonly referred to as the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA); any State regulations
contained in any State sludge management plan prepared pursuant to Subtitle D
of the Solid Waste Disposal Act; the Clean Air Act; the Toxic Substances
Control Act; and the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act.

0. "Medical Waste" - Isolation wastes, infectious agents, human blood and blood
products, pathological wastes, sharps, body parts, contaminated bedding,
surgical wastes, potentially contaminated laboratory wastes, and dialysis
wastes.
P.

"National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit" or "NPDES Permit"

Q.

"New Source"

-Apermitsud antoSeci402fthAc(3U.SC142)

(1) Any building, structure, facility, or installation from which there is
(or may be) a discharge of pollutants, the construction of which
commenced after the publication of proposed pretreatment standards under
Section 307(c) of the Act which will be applicable to such source if
such standards are thereafter promulgated in accordance with that
section, provided that:
(a) The building, structure, facility, or installation is constructed
at a site at which no other source is located; or
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(b) The building, structure, facility, or installation totally replaces
the process or production equipment that causes the discharge of
pollutants at an existing source; or
(c) The production or wastewater generating processes of the building,
structure, facility, or installation are substantially independent
of an existing source at the same site. In determining whether
these are substantially independent, factors such as the extent to
which the new facility is integrated with the existing plant, and
the extent to which the new facility is engaged in the same general
type of activity as the existing source, may be considered.
(2) Construction on a site at which an existing source is located results in
a modification rather than a new source if the construction does not
create a new building, structure, facility, or installation meeting the
criteria of Section (1)(b) or (c) above but otherwise alters, replaces,
or adds to existing process or production equipment.
(3) Construction of a new source as defined under this paragraph has
commenced if the owner or operator has:
(a) Begun, or caused to begin, as part of a continuous onsite
construction program
(i) any placement, assembly, or installation of facilities or
equipment; or
(ii) significant site preparation work including clearing,
excavation, or removal of existing buildings, structures, or
facilities which is necessary for the placement, assembly, or
installation of new source facilities or equipment; or
(b) Entered into a binding contractual obligation for the purchase of
facilities or equipment which are intended to be used in its
operation within a reasonable time. Options to purchase or
contracts which can be terminated or modified without substantial
loss, and contracts for feasibility, engineering, and design
studies do not constitute a contractual obligation under this
paragraph.
R.

"Non-contact Cooling Water" - Water used for cooling which does not come
into direct contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste
product, or finished product.

S.

"Non-domestic Waste" - Any waterborne pollutant or waste (gaseous, liquid or
solid) from industrial processes or commercial establishments or other
sources as distinct from sanitary sewage.

T.

"Pass Through" - A discharge which exits the POTW into waters of the United
States in quantities or concentrations which, alone or in conjunction with a
discharge or discharges from other sources, is a cause of a violation of any
requirement of the WSA's NPDES permit, including an increase in the magnitude
or duration of a violation.

U.

"Person" - Any individual, partnership, co-partnership, firm, company,

corporation, association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental
entity, or any other legal entity; or their legal representatives, agents, or
assigns. This definition includes all Federal, State, and local governmental
entities.
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V.

"pH" - A measure of the acidity or alkalinity of a solution, defined as the
negative logarithm of the concentration of hydrogen ions expressed in moles
per liter of solution.

W.

"Pollutant" - Dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, filter
backwash, sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, medical wastes, chemical
wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or
discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, municipal, agricultural and
industrial wastes, and certain characteristics of wastewater (e.g., pH,
temperature, TSS, turbidity, color, CBOD, COD, toxicity, or odor).

X.

"Pretreatment" - The reduction of the amount of pollutants, the elimination
of pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of pollutant properties in
wastewater prior to, or in lieu of, introducing such pollutants into the
POTW. This reduction or alteration can be obtained by physical, chemical, or
biological processes; by process changes; or by other means, except by
diluting the concentration of the pollutants unless allowed by an applicable
pretreatment standard.

Y.

"Pretreatment Requirements" - Any substantive or procedural requirement
related to pretreatment imposed on a user, other than a pretreatment
standard.

Z.

"Pretreatment Standard" or "Standards" - Pretreatment standards shall mean
prohibited discharge standards, categorical pretreatment standards, and local
limits.

AA. "Prohibited Discharge Standards" or "Prohibited Discharges" - Absolute
prohibitions against the discharge of certain substances; these prohibitions
appear in Section 5.2 of these Rules and Regulations.
BB. "Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW)" or "Sewer System" - A "treatment
works" as defined by Section 212 of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1292) which is owned
by the Authority. This definition includes any devices or systems used in
the collection, storage, treatment, recycling, and reclamation of sewage or
industrial wastes of a liquid nature and any conveyances which convey
wastewater to a treatment plant. For the purposes of these Rules and
Regulations "POTW" shall also include any sewers that convey wastewaters to
the POTW from users outside the City of Williamsport who are, by contract or
agreement with the Authority, Users of the Authority's POTW.
CC. "Sanitary Sewage or Domestic Waste" - The normal waterborne non-process
household and toilet waste from residences, business buildings, institutions,
industries and commercial establishments.
DD. "Septic Tank Waste" - Any sewage from holding tanks such as vessels, chemical
toilets, campers, trailers, septic tanks and vacuum-pump tank trucks.
EE. "Significant Industrial User"
(1) A user subject to categorical pretreatment standards; or
(2) A user that:
(a) Discharges an average of twenty-five thousand (25,000) gpd or more
of process wastewater to the POTW (excluding sanitary, non-contact
cooling, and boiler blowdown wastewater);
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(b) Contributes a process wastestream which makes up five (5) percent
or more of the average dry weather hydraulic or organic capacity of
the POTW treatment plant; or
(c) Is designated as such by the WSA on the basis that it has a
reasonable potential for adversely affecting the POTW's operation
or for violating any pretreatment standard or requirement.
(3) Upon a finding that a user meeting the criteria in Subsection (2) has no
reasonable potential for adversely affecting the POTW's operation or for
violating any pretreatment standard of requirement, the WSA may at any
time, or its own initiative or in response to a petition received from a
user, and in accordance with procedures in 40 CFR 403.8(f)(6), determine
that such user should not be considered a significant industrial user.
FF. "Slug Load" or "Slug" - Any discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature,
including but not limited to an accidental spill or a non-customary batch
discharge, which has a reasonable potential to cause interference or pass
through, or in any other way violate the WSA's regulations, local limits, or
NPDES permit conditions.
GG. "Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code" - A classification pursuant
to the Standard Industrial Classification Manual issued by the United States
Office of Management and Budget.
HH. "Storm Water" - Any flow occurring during or following any form of natural
precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation, including snowmelt.
II. "Suspended Solids" - The total suspended matter that floats on the surface
of, or is suspended in, water, wastewater, or other liquid, and which is
removable by laboratory filtering (see Note 1).
JJ. "Toxic Substances" - Any substance or combination of substances listed as
toxic in regulations promulgated by the EPA under the Act or any other
statute.
KK. "User" or "Industrial User" - A person who contributes, causes or permits the
discharge of wastewater to the WSA POTW including any source of indirect
discharge.
LL. "Wastewater" - The liquid and water-carried industrial or domestic wastes and
sewage from residential dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and
manufacturing facilities, institutions, or any other establishment or source
together with any groundwater, surface water, and storm water that may be
present, whether treated or untreated, which is contributed into or permitted
to enter the POTW.
MM. "Wastewater Treatment Plant" or "Treatment Plant" - That portion of the POTW
which is designed to provide treatment of municipal sewage and industrial
waste.
NN. "WSA" - The Williamsport Sanitary Authority or "Authority" including its
Executive Director acting under his administrative authority.
NOTE (1) All testing and laboratory procedures used for the purpose of determining
compliance with these Rules and Regulations shall be as specified in the latest listing
published under 40 CFR Part 136.
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5.1.4 Abbreviations
The following abbreviations,
meanings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

CBOD
CFR
COD
EPA
gpd
mg/1
NDWD
NPDES
POTW
RCRA
SIC
TSS
U.S.C.
WSA

when used in this ordinance,

shall have the designated

-Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand
-Code of Federal Regulations
-Chemical Oxygen Demand
-U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
-gallons per day
-milligrams per liter
-Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge
-National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
-Publicly Owned Treatment Works
-Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
-Standard Industrial Classification
-Total Suspended Solids
-United States Code
-Williamsport Sanitary Authority

SUBSECTION 5 . 2 - GENERAL SEWER USE REQUIREMENTS

5.2.1 Prohibited Discharge Standards
A.

Wastewater Discharges No user shall discharge any wastewater to the WSA POTW
through any connection or inlet to the POTW except in accordance with these
Rules and Regulations.

B.

General Prohibitions No user shall introduce or cause to be introduced into
the POTW any pollutant or wastewater which causes pass through or
interference. These general prohibitions apply to all users of the POTW
whether or not they are subject to categorical pretreatment standards or any
other National, State, or local pretreatment standards or requirements.

C.

Specific Prohibitions No user shall introduce or cause to be introduced into
the POTW the following pollutants, substances, or wastewater:
(1) Pollutants which create a fire or explosive hazard in the POTW,
including, but not limited to, wastestreams with a closed-cup flashpoint
of less than 140°F (60°C) using the test methods specified in 40 CFR
261.21;
(2)Wastewater having a pH less than 5.0 or more than 12.5, or otherwise
causing corrosive structural damage to the POTW or equipment;
(3) Solid or viscous substances in amounts which will cause obstruction of
the flow in the POTW resulting in interference but in no case solids
greater than 2i1nchor/.7etimsnaydeio:
(4) Pollutants, including oxygen-demanding pollutants (BOD, etc.), released
in a discharge at a flow rate and/or pollutant concentration which,
either singly or by interaction with other pollutants, will cause
interference with the POTW;
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(5)Wastewater having a temperature which will inhibit biological activity
in the treatment plant resulting in interference, but in no case
wastewater which causes the temperature at the introduction into the
treatment plant to exceed 104°F (40°C);
(6) Petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil, or products of mineral oil
origin, in amounts that will cause interference or pass through;
(7) Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, or fumes
within the POTW in a quantity that may cause acute worker health and
safety problems;
(8) Trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points designated by
the Executive Director in accordance with Section 5.3.4 of these Rules
and Regulations.
(9)Noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, solids, or other wastewater which,
either singly or by interaction with other wastes, are sufficient to
create a public nuisance or a hazard to life, or to prevent entry into
the sewers for maintenance or repair;
(10) Wastewater which imparts color which cannot be removed by the treatment
process, such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning
solutions, which consequently imparts color to the treatment plant's
effluent, thereby violating the WSA's NPDES permit;
(11) Wastewater containing any radioactive wastes or isotopes except in
compliance with applicable State or Federal regulations;
(12) Storm water, surface water, ground water, artesian well water, roof
runoff, subsurface drainage, swimming pool drainage, condensate,
deionized water, non-contact cooling water, and unpolluted wastewater,
unless specifically authorized by the Executive Director;
(13) Sludges, screenings, or other residues from the pretreatment of
industrial wastes;
(14) Medical wastes, except as specifically authorized by the Executive
Director in a wastewater discharge permit;
(15) Wastewater causing, alone or in conjunction with other sources, the
treatment plant's effluent to fail a toxicity test;
(16) Detergents, surface-active agents, or other substances which may cause
excessive foaming in the POTW;
(17) Any discharge which if otherwise disposed of, would be a hazardous waste
as defined under 40 CFR Part 261 is prohibited;
(18) Wastewater causing two readings on an explosion hazard meter at the
point of discharge into the POTW, or at any point in the POTW, of more
than five percent (5%) or any single reading over ten percent (10%) of
the Lower Explosive Limit of the meter.
Pollutants, substances, or wastewater prohibited by this section shall not be processed
or stored in such a manner that they could be discharged to the POTW.
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5.2.2 National Categorical Pretreatment Standards
The categorical pretreatment standards found at 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts
405 - 471 are hereby incorporated.
A. Where a categorical pretreatment standard is expressed only in terms of either
the mass or the concentration of a pollutant in wastewater, the WSA may impose
equivalent concentration or mass limits in accordance with 40 CFR 403.6(c).
B. When wastewater subject to a categorical pretreatment standard is mixed with
wastewater not regulated by the same standard, the WSA shall impose an alternate
limit using the combined wastestream formula in 40 CFR 403.6(e).
C. A user may obtain a variance from a categorical pretreatment standard if the
user can prove, pursuant to the procedural and substantive provisions in 40 CFR
403.13, that the factors related to its discharge are fundamentally different
from the factors considered by EPA when developing the categorical pretreatment
standard.
D. A user may obtain a net gross adjustment to a categorical standard in accordance
with 40 CFR 403.15.
5.2.3 State Pretreatment Standards
State requirements and limitations on discharges to the WSA POTW shall apply in cases
where they are more stringent than federal requirements and limitations or those in
these Rules and Regulations.
5.2.4 Specific Pollutant Limitations
5.2.4.1 Local Limits
A. Development and Purpose
In accordance with 40 CFR part 403.5(c), the WSA shall develop and revise
from time to time local limits which prohibit or regulate the discharge of
specific pollutants to the WSA POTW to prevent pass through and/or
interference. The WSA's local limits are included as Appendix II of these
Rules and Regulations and are enforceable as National Pretreatment Standards
for the purposes of 307(d) of the Act. Local Limits for each POTW treatment
plant will be based upon current EPA guidance methodology called the maximum
Allowable Headworks Loading (MARL).
The WSA reserves the right to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Add or delete pollutants considered for local limits determination;
Use appropriate EPA approved methodologies to determine specific
pollutant limitations;
Revise the method of allocating pollutant loadings to industrial
users; and
Apply local limits in applicable NDWD Permits whenever necessary.

All concentrations for metallic substances included as local limits refer to
the "total" metal concentration unless specifically indicated otherwise.
The WSA may, at its sole discretion, impose mass limitations in addition to,
or in place of, concentration-based limits.
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B. Allocation of Maximum Allowable Headworks Loadings (MAHLs)
The WSA may allocate portions of MAHLs to permittees through NDWD permits.
Allocation of MAHLs to permittees shall be on a first come first served
basis, with a reasonable portion withheld from allocation for safety margin
and future growth.
Local limits shall apply at the point where the permittee's lateral connects
to the POTW (the outfall) unless clearly stated otherwise in a NDWD permit.

5.2.4.2 Best Management Practices
BMPs may be developed to implement sections 5.2.1.B and 5.2.1.C. Such BMPs
shall be considered local limits and Pretreatment Standards and are enforceable
as National Pretreatment Standards for the purposes of 307(d) of the Act.

5.2.4.3 Other Specific Pollutant Limitations
No user shall discharge to the WSA sewer system, except as provided in a NDWD
permit issued by the WSA to the specific user:
A.

Wastewater containing concentrations in excess of those listed here for any
of the following pollutants:
Cyanide
0.05 mg/L
Oils and Grease of petroleum origin (non-polar)
20 mg/L
Oils and Grease of animal or vegetable origin (polar) 100 mg/L
pH
greater than 10.0 standard units
Phenols
0.1 mg/L
Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand (five-day)
170 mg/L
Suspended Solids (non-filterable residue)
200 mg/L
Chlorine Demand
25 mg/L

The determination of the quantity of pollutants shall be in accordance with the
procedures published in 40 CFR Part 136 and/or the latest edition of Standard
Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater as published by the American
Public Health Association, et.al., and as determined by the WSA.
B.

Wastewaters containing concentration or mass of any of the pollutants listed
in Appendix II of these Rules and Regulations which have the potential to,
in combination with discharges from other users, be a significant portion of
the applicable listed Industrial Allocation.
The determination of the quantity of pollutants shall be in accordance with
the procedures published in 40 CFR Part 136 and/or the latest edition of
Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater as published by
the American Public Health Association, et.al., and as determined by the
WSA.

5.2.5

Interceptors, Screens and Equalization Tanks

5.2.5.1 Interceptors for greases, oils and sediments may be required when, in
the opinion of the WSA, they are necessary for the proper handling of
wastewater containing excessive amounts of grease and oil, or sediments;
except that such interceptors shall not be required for residential
users. Examples of types of commercial, institutional, and industrial
facilities which may require interceptors include, but are not limited
to, restaurants, schools, hospitals, nursing homes, bakeries, carwashes,
grocery stores, or any facility that handles grease or sediment.
Additionally, interceptors, screens, and/or equalization tanks may be
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required on any service laterals as directed by the WSA for the proper
handling of liquid wastes containing greases in excessive amounts or any
flammable wastes, sediments, viscous substances or other harmful
ingredients.
5.2.5.2 All interceptors shall be of type and capacity approved by the Authority
and in compliance with the current BOCA National Building Code.
Interceptors shall not be located so as to receive rainwater or
unpolluted runoff.
5.2.5.3 Where installed, all grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be
inspected, cleaned and repaired regularly as needed, by the Owner, at
the owner's expense. The interceptors shall be maintained in continuous
efficient operation at all times. Interceptors shall be cleaned
regularly to maintain efficient operation. WSA personnel shall have
access to inspect interceptors at any reasonable time.
5.2.6

General Discharge Prohibitions

The Authority reserves the right to refuse connection or discharge to the WSA POTW as
well as the right to compel the discontinuance of the use of such system, or to require
the pretreatment of Non-domestic Wastes by any User of any wastewater containing
pollutants, substances or wastewater prohibited or limited by Section 5.2 of these Rules
and Regulations.
5.2.7

Falsifying Information

No person shall knowingly make any false statement, representation or certification in
any application, record, report, plan or other document filed or required to be
maintained pursuant to these Rules and Regulations, or Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge
Permit, or falsifying, tamper with, or knowingly render inaccurate any monitoring device
or method required under these Rules and Regulations.
5.2.8

Authority's Right of Revision

The Authority reserves the right to establish more stringent limitations or requirements
on discharges to the POTW if deemed necessary to comply with the objectives presented in
Section 1.1 of these Rules and Regulations.
5.2.9

Dilution

No user shall ever increase the use of process water, or in any way attempt to dilute a
discharge, as a partial or complete substitute for adequate treatment to achieve
compliance with a discharge limitation unless expressly authorized by an applicable
pretreatment standard or requirement. The WSA may impose mass limitations on users who
are using dilution to meet applicable pretreatment standards or requirements, or in
other cases when the imposition of mass limitations is appropriate.

SUBSECTION 5 . 3 – PRETREATMENT OF WASTEWATER
5.3.1 Pretreatment Facilities
Users of the WSA POTW shall provide wastewater treatment as necessary to comply with
these Rules and Regulations and shall achieve compliance with all categorical
pretreatment standards, local limits, and the prohibitions set out in Section 5.2 of
these Rules and Regulations within the time limitations specified by EPA, the State, or
the WSA, whichever is more stringent. Any facilities necessary for compliance shall be
provided, operated, and maintained at the user's expense. Detailed plans describing
such facilities and operating procedures shall be submitted to the WSA for review, and
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shall be acceptable to the WSA before such facilities are constructed. The review of
such plans and operating procedures shall in no way relieve the user from the
responsibility of modifying such facilities as necessary to produce a discharge
acceptable to the WSA under the provisions of these Rules and Regulations.

5.3.2 Additional Pretreatment Measures
A. Whenever deemed necessary, the WSA may require users to restrict their discharge
during peak flow periods, designate that certain wastewater be discharged only
into specific sewers, relocate and/or consolidate points of discharge, separate
sewage wastestreams from industrial wastestreams, and such other conditions as
may be necessary to protect the POTW and determine the user's compliance with
the requirements of these Rules and Regulations.
B. The WSA may require any person discharging into the WSA POTW to install and
maintain, on their property and at their expense, a suitable storage and flowcontrol facility to ensure equalization of flow. A wastewater discharge permit
may be issued solely for flow equalization.
C. Users with the potential to discharge flammable substances may be required to
install and maintain an approved combustible gas detection meter.

5.3.3 Accidental Discharge/Slug Control Plans
The WSA shall evaluate whether each significant industrial user needs an accidental
discharge/slug control plan. The WSA may require any user to develop, submit for
approval, and implement such a plan. Alternatively, the WSA may develop such a plan for
any user. A slug discharge is any discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature,
including but not limited to an accidental spill or a non-customary batch discharge,
which has a reasonable potential to cause interference or pass through, or in any other
way violate the WSA's regulations, local limits, or NPDES permit conditions. An
accidental discharge/slug control plan shall address, at a minimum, the following:
A. Description of discharge practices, including nonroutine batch discharges;
B. Description of stored chemicals;
C. Procedures for immediately notifying the WSA of any accidental or slug
discharge, as required by Section 5.6.6 of these Rules and Regulations; and
D. Procedures to prevent adverse impact from any accidental or slug discharge.
Such procedures include, but are not limited to, inspection and maintenance of
storage areas, handling and transfer of materials, loading and unloading
operations, control of plant site runoff, worker training, building of
containment structures or equipment, measures for containing toxic organic
pollutants, including solvents, and/or measures and equipment for emergency
response.
All significant industrial users must notify the WSA immediately of changes that occur
at the facility which affect the potential for a slug discharge. The WSA will
reevaluate the need for a slug control plan or other actions to prevent such discharges.

5.3.4 Hauled Wastewater
A. The discharge of septic tank waste to the WSA POTW is prohibited.
B. The WSA may require haulers and/or generators of hauled wastewaters to obtain
non-domestic wastewater discharge (NDWD) permits. The WSA also may prohibit the
disposal of hauled industrial waste. The discharge of hauled wastewaters to the
WSA POTW is prohibited unless approved in advance by the WSA.
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C. Waste haulers may discharge loads only at locations designated by the WSA. No
load may be discharged without prior consent of the WSA. The WSA may collect
samples of each hauled load to ensure compliance with applicable standards. The
WSA may require the waste hauler to provide a waste analysis of any load prior
to discharge.
D. Waste haulers must provide a waste-tracking form for every load. This form
shall include, at a minimum, the name and address of the waste hauler, permit
number, truck identification, names and addresses of sources of waste, and
volume and characteristics of waste. The form shall identify the source, type
of industry, known or suspected waste constituents, and whether any wastes
proposed to be discharged are RCRA hazardous wastes, which are prohibited by
Section 5.2.1.

SUBSECTION 5.4 - NON-DOMESTIC WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT APPLICATION
5.4.1 Application Required for Discharge
Any person desiring to discharge non-domestic wastewater from a new or existing source
to the WSA POTW must first submit to the WSA a proper application including a Nondomestic Wastewater Discharge (NDWD) questionnaire. The WSA shall then determine
whether analyses of the wastewater is required and whether the discharge will be subject
to the WSA NDWD permitting requirements. Non-domestic users shall have the
responsibility to review existing or proposed wastestreams for applicability of this
requirements. When requested by the WSA, a user must submit information on the nature
and characteristics of its wastewater within ninety (90) days of the request. The WSA
may periodically require users to update this information.
5.4.2 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Requirement
A. No significant industrial user shall discharge wastewater into the POTW without
first obtaining a NDWD permit from the WSA, except that a significant industrial
user that has filed a timely application pursuant to Section 5.4.3 of these
Rules and Regulations may continue to discharge for the time period specified
therein.
B. The WSA may require other users to obtain NDWD permits as necessary to carry out
the purposes of these Rules and Regulations.
C. Users shall comply with the terms and conditions of the NDWD permit. Any
violations of the terms and conditions of a NDWD permit shall be deemed a
violation of these Rules and Regulations and subjects the wastewater discharge
permit ohsanci etounScis5.10throug 2fesRul
and Regulations. Obtaining a NDWD permit does not relieve a permittee of its
obligation to comply with all Federal and State pretreatment standards or
requirements or with any other requirements of Federal, State, and local law.
5.4.3 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permitting: Existing Discharges
Any user not holding a current NDWD permit who was discharging non-domestic wastewater
subject to the WSA NDWD permitting requirements into the WSA POTW prior to the effective
date of these Rules and Regulations and who wishes to continue such discharges in the
future, shall, within ninety (90) days after said date, apply to the WSA for a NDWD
permit in accordance with Section 5.4.5 of these Rules and Regulations, and shall not
cause or allow discharges to the POTW to continue after ninety (90) days of the
effective date of these Rules and Regulations except in accordance with a NDWD permit
issued by the WSA.
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5.4.4 Non-Domestic Wastewater Discharge Permitting: New Discharges
Any user required to obtain a NDWD permit who proposes to begin or recommence
discharging into the POTW must obtain such permit prior to the beginning or recommencing
of such discharge. An application for this NDWD permit, in accordance with Section
5.4.5 of these Rules and Regulations, must be filed at least ninety (90) days prior to
the date upon which any discharge will begin or recommence.
5.4.5 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Application Contents
All users required to obtain a NDWD permit must submit a permit application. The WSA
may require all users to submit as part of an application the following information:
A. All information required by Section 5.6.1(B) of these Rules and Regulations;
B. Description of activities, facilities, and plant processes on the premises,
including a list of all raw materials and chemicals used or stored at the
facility which are, or could accidentally or intentionally be, discharged to the
POTW;
C. Number and type of employees, hours of operation, and proposed or actual hours
of operation;
D. Each product produced by type, amount, process or processes, and rate of
production;
E. Type and amount of raw materials processed (average and maximum per day);
F. Site plans, floor plans, mechanical and plumbing plans, and details to show all
sewers, floor drains, and appurtenances by size, location, and elevation, and
all points of discharge;
G. Time and duration of discharges; and
H. Any other information as may be deemed necessary by the WSA to evaluate the NDWD
permit application.
Incomplete or inaccurate applications will not be processed and will be returned to the
user for revision.
5.4.6 Application Signatories and Certification
All NDWD permit applications and user reports must be signed by any authorized
representative of the user and contain the following certification statement:
"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were
prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system
designed to assure that qualified personnel property gather and evaluate the
information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who
manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant
penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of
fine and imprisonment for knowing violations."
5.4.7 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Decisions
The WSA will evaluate the data furnished by the user and may require additional
information. Within ninety (90) days of receipt of a complete NDWD permit application,
the WSA will determine whether or not to issue a NDWD permit. The WSA may deny any
application for a NDWD permit.
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SECTION 5 . 5 - NON-DOMESTIC WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT ISSUANCE PROCESS

5.5.1 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Duration
A NDWD
exceed
issued
permit

permit shall be issued by the WSA Board for a specified time period, not to
five (5) years from the effective date of the permit. A NDWD permit may be
for a period less than five (5) years, at the discretion of the WSA. Each NDWD
will indicate a specific date upon which it will expire.

5.5.2 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Contents
A NDWD permit shall include such conditions as are deemed reasonably necessary by the
WSA to prevent pass through or interference, protect the quality of the water body
receiving the treatment plant's effluent, protect worker health and safety, facilitate
sludge management and disposal, and protect against damage to the POTW.
A.

NDWD permits must contain:
(1) A statement that indicates NDWD permit duration, which in no event shall
exceed five (5) years;
(2) A statement that the NDWD permit is nontransferable without prior
notification to the WSA in accordance with Section 5.5.5 of these Rules
and Regulations, and provisions for furnishing the new owner or operator
with a copy of the existing NDWD permit;
(3) Effluent limits, including Best Management Practices, based on
applicable pretreatment standards, categorical standards, local limits,
and state and local law;
(4) Self-monitoring, sampling, reporting, notification, and record-keeping
requirements. These requirements shall include an identification of
pollutants to be monitored, sampling location, sampling frequency, and
sample type based on Federal, State, and local law; and
(5) A statement of applicable civil and criminal penalties for violation of
pretreatment standards and requirements, and any applicable compliance
schedule. Such schedule may not extend the time for compliance beyond
that required by applicable Federal, State, or local law.
(6) Requirements for the development and implementation of spill and/or slug
control plans or other special conditions including management practices
necessary to adequately prevent accidental, unanticipated, or nonroutine discharges; including notifying the WSA immediately of changes
that occur at the facility which affect the potential for a slug
discharge.

B.

NDWD permits may contain, but need not be limited to, the following
conditions:
(1) Limits on the average and/or maximum rate of discharge, time of
discharge, and/or requirements for flow regulation and equalization;
(2) Requirements for the installation of pretreatment technology, pollution
control, or construction of appropriate containment devices, designed to
reduce, eliminate, or prevent the introduction of pollutants into the
treatment works;
(3) Development and implementation of waste minimization plans to reduce the
amount of pollutants discharged to the POTW;
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(4) The unit charge or schedule of user charges and fees for the management
of the wastewater discharged to the POTW;
(5) Requirements for installation and maintenance of inspection and sampling
facilities and equipment;
(6) A statement that compliance with the NDWD permit does not relieve the
permittee of responsibility for compliance with all applicable Federal
and State pretreatment standards, including those which become effective
during the term of the NDWD permit; and
(7) Other conditions as deemed appropriate by the WSA to ensure compliance
with these Rules and Regulations, and State and Federal laws, rules, and
regulations.
5.5.3 Non—domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Appeals
A petition for the WSA to reconsider the terms of the NDWD permit may be filed within
thirty (30) days of its issuance by the user or other interested party.
A.

Failure to submit a timely petition for review shall be deemed to be a waiver
of the administrative appeal.

B.

In its petition, the appealing party must indicate the NDWD permit provisions
objected to, the reasons for this objection, and the alternative condition,
if any, it seeks to place in the NDWD permit.

C.

The effectiveness of the NDWD permit shall not be stayed pending the appeal.

D.

If the WSA fails to act within ninety (90) days, a request for
reconsideration shall be deemed to be denied. Decisions not to reconsider a
NDWD permit, not to issue a NDWD permit, or not to modify a NDWD permit shall
be considered final administrative actions for purposes of judicial review.

E.

Aggrieved parties seeking judicial review of the final administrative NDWD
permit decision must do so by filing a compliant with the Court of Common
Pleas of Lycoming County, Pennsylvania within thirty (30) days.

5.5.4 Non—domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Modification
The WSA may modify a NDWD permit for good cause, including, but not limited to, the
following reasons:
A.

To incorporate any new or revised Federal, State, or local pretreatment
standards or requirements;

B.

To address significant alterations or additions to the user's operation,
processes, or wastewater volume or character since the time of NDWD permit
issuance;

C.

A change in the POTW that requires either a temporary or permanent reduction
or elimination of the authorized discharge;

D.

Information indicating that the permitted discharge poses a threat to the
POTW, WSA personnel, or the receiving waters;

E.

Violation of any te

F.

Misrepresentation or failure to fully disclose all relevant facts in the NDWD
permit application or in any required reporting;

ts or conditions of the NDWD permit;
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G.

Revision of or a grant of variance from categorical pretreatment standards
pursuant to 40 CFR 403.13;

H.

To correct typographical or other errors in the

I.

To reflect a transfer of the facility ownership or operation to a new owner
or operator.

J.

Upon request of the permittee, provided that the WSA determines that such
modification would not adversely impact the POTWs operation or create a
violation of any applicable requirement, standards, laws

NDWD

permit; or

The filing of a request by the permittee for a permit modification does not stay any
permit condition.
5.5.5 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Transfer
permits may be transferred to a new owner or operator only if the permittee gives
at least ninety (90) days advance notice to the WSA and the WSA approves the NDWD permit
transfer. The notice to the WSA must include a written certification by the new owner
or operator which:

NDWD

A.

States that the new owner and/or operator has no immediate intent to change
the facility's operations and processes;

B.

Identifies the specific date on which the transfer is to occur; and

C.

Acknowledges full responsibility for complying with the existing

D.

A

NDWD

permit.

written agreement between the existing owner and the new owner stating that
the existing owner shall be liable for violations of the NDWD permit up to
and until the date of transfer and that the new owner shall be liable for
NDWD permit violations from that date on.

Failure to provide advance notice of a transfer renders the
date of facility transfer.

NDWD

permit void as of the

5.5.6 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Revocation
The WSA may revoke a
following reasons:

NDWD

permit for good cause, including, but not limited to, the

A.

Failure to notify the WSA of significant changes in volume or character of
the wastewater prior to the changed discharge;

B.

Failure to provide prior notification to the WSA of changed conditions
pursuant to Section 5.6.5 of these Rules and Regulations;

C.

Misrepresentation or failure to fully disclose all relevant facts in the
permit application;

D.

Falsifying self-monitoring reports;

E.

Tampering with monitoring equipment;

F.

Refusing to allow the WSA timely access to the facility premises and records;

G.

Failure to meet effluent limitations;

H.

Failure to pay civil penalty assessments;
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NDWD

I.

Failure to pay sewer charges;

J.

Failure to meet compliance schedules;

K.

Failure to complete a wastewater survey or the

L.

NDWD

permit application;

Failure to provide advance notice of the transfer of business ownership of a
permitted facility; or

NDWD

M.

Violation of any pretreatment standard or requirement, or any terms of the
permit or these Rules and Regulations.

NDWD

permits shall be voidable upon cessation of operations or transfer of business
ownership. All NDWD permits issued to a particular user are void upon the issuance of a
new NDWD permit to that user.
NDWD

5.5.7 Non-domestic Wastewater Discharge Permit Reissuance
A user with an expiring NDWD permit shall apply for NDWD permit reissuance by submitting
a complete NDWD permit renewal request form, in accordance with Section 5.4.5 of these
Rules and Regulations, a minimum of ninety (90) days prior to the expiration date of the
user's existing NDWD permit.
5.5.8 Regulation of Waste Received from Other Jurisdictions
A. If a municipality, or user located within a municipality, wishes to discharge
wastewater to the WSA POTW, the contributing municipality shall enter into an
intermunicipal agreement with the WSA.
B.

Prior to entering into an agreement required by paragraph A, above, the
contributing municipality shall submit the following information to the WSA.
(1) A description of the quality and volume of wastewater discharged to the
WSA POTW by the contributing municipality;
(2) An inventory of all users located within the contributing municipality
that are discharging to the WSA POTW; and
(3) Such other information as the WSA may deem necessary.

C.

An intermunicipal agreement, as required by paragraph A, above, shall contain
the following conditions:
(1) A requirement for the contributing municipality to adopt a sewer use
ordinance which is at least as stringent as these Rules and Regulations
and local limits which are at least as stringent as those set out in
Section 5.2.4 of these Rules and Regulations. The requirement shall
specify that such Rules and Regulations and limits must be revised as
necessary to reflect changes made to the WSA's Rules and Regulations or
local limits;
(2) A requirement for the contributing municipality to submit a revised user
inventory on at least an annual basis;
(3) A provision specifying which pretreatment implementation activities,
including NDWD permit issuance, inspection and sampling, and
enforcement, will be conducted by the contributing municipality; which
of these activities will be conducted by the WSA; and which of these
activities will be conducted jointly by the contributing municipality
and the WSA;
28
December 17, 2008

(4) A requirement for the contributing municipality to provide the WSA with
access to all information that the contributing municipality obtains as
part of its pretreatment activities;
(5) Limits on the nature, quality, and volume of the contributing
municipality's wastewater at the point where it discharges to the POTW;
(6) Requirements for monitoring the contributing municipality's discharge;
(7) A provision ensuring the WSA access to the facilities of users located
within the contributing municipality's jurisdictional boundaries for the
purpose of inspection, sampling, and any other duties deemed necessary
by the WSA; and
(8) A provision specifying remedies available for breach of the terms of the
intermunicipal agreement.
SUBSECTION 5 . 6 — REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

5.6.1 Baseline Monitoring Reports
A.

Within either one hundred eighty (180) days after the effective date of a
categorical pretreatment standard, or the final administrative decision on a
category determination under 40 CFR 403.6(a)(4), whichever is later, existing
categorical users currently discharging to or scheduled to discharge to the
POTW shall submit to the WSA a report which contains the information listed
in paragraph B, below. At least ninety (90) days prior to commencement of
their discharge, new sources, and sources that become categorical users
subsequent to the promulgation of an applicable categorical standard, shall
submit to the WSA a report which contains the information listed in paragraph
B, below. A new source shall report the method of pretreatment it intends to
use to meet applicable categorical standards. A new source also shall give
estimates of its anticipated flow and quantity of pollutants to be
discharged.

B.

Users described above shall submit the information set forth below:
(1) Identifying Information The name and address of the facility, including
the name of the operator and owner.
(2) Environmental Permits A list of any environmental control permits held
by or for the facility.
(3) Description of Operations A brief description of the nature, average
rate of production, and standard industrial classifications of the
operation(s) carried out by such user. This description should include
a schematic process diagram which indicates points of discharge to the
POTW from the regulated processes.
(4) Flow Measurement Information showing the measured average daily and
maximum daily flow, in gallons per day, to the POTW from regulated
process streams and other streams, as necessary, to allow use of the
combined wastestream formula set out in 40 CFR 403.6(e).
(5) Measurement of Pollutants
(a) The categorical pretreatment standards applicable to each regulated
process.
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(b)The results of sampling and analysis identifying the nature and
concentration, and/or mass, where required by the standard or by the
WSA, of regulated pollutants in the discharge from each regulated
process. Instantaneous, daily maximum, and long-term average
concentrations, or mass, where required, shall be reported. In cases
where the Pretreatment Standard requires compliance with a Best
Management Practice or pollution prevention alternative, the user
must submit documentation as required by the WSA or the applicable
Pretreatment Standard to determine compliance with the Pretreatment
Standard.
(c)The sample shall be representative of daily operations and shall be
analyzed in accordance with procedures set out in Section 5.6.9 of
these Rules and Regulations.
(d) Sampling must be performed in accordance with procedures set out in
Section 5.6.10 of these Rules and Regulations.
(6) Certification A statement, reviewed by the user's authorized
representative and certified by a qualified professional, indicating
whether pretreatment standards are being met on a consistent basis, and,
if not, whether additional operation and maintenance (O&M) and/or
additional pretreatment is required to meet the pretreatment standards
and requirements.
(7) Compliance Schedule If additional pretreatment and/or O&M will be
required to meet pretreatment standards, the shortest schedule by which
the user will provide such additional pretreatment and/or O&M. The
completion date in this schedule shall not be later than the compliance
date established for the applicable pretreatment standard. A compliance
schedule pursuant to this section must meet the requirements set out in
Section 5.6.2 of these Rules and Regulations.
(8) Signature and Certification All baseline monitoring reports must be
signed and certified in accordance with Section 5.4.6 of these Rules and
Regulations.
5.6.2 Compliance Schedule Progress Reports

The following conditions shall apply to the compliance schedule required by Section
5.6.1(B)(7) of these Rules and Regulations:
A.

The schedule shall contain progress increments in the form of dates for the
commencement and completion of major events leading to the construction and
operation of additional pretreatment required for the user to meet the
applicable pretreatment standards (such events may include, but are not
limited to, hiring an engineer, completing preliminary and final plans,
executing contracts for major components, commencing and completing
construction, and beginning and conducting routine operation);

B.

No increment referred to above shall exceed nine (9) months;

C.

The user shall submit a progress report to the WSA no later than fourteen
(14) days following each date in the schedule and the final date of
compliance including, as a minimum, whether or not it complied with the
increment of progress, the reason for any delay, and, if appropriate, the
steps being taken by the user to return to the established schedule; and

D.

In no event shall more than nine (9) months elapse between such progress
reports to the WSA.
30
December 17, 2008

5.6.3 Reports on Compliance with Categorical Pretreatment Standard Deadline
Within ninety (90) days following the date for final compliance with applicable
categorical pretreatment standards, or in the case of a new source following
commencement of the introduction of wastewater into the POTW, any user subject to such
pretreatment standards and requirements shall submit to the WSA a report containing the
information described in Section 5.6.1(B) (4-6) of these Rules and Regulations. For
users subject to equivalent mass or concentration limits established in accordance with
the procedures in 40 CFR 403.6(c), this report shall contain a reasonable measure of the
user's long-term production rate. For all other users subject to categorical
pretreatment standards expressed in terms of allowable pollutant discharge per unit of
production (or other measure of operation), this report shall include the user's actual
production during the appropriate sampling period. All compliance reports must be
signed and certified in accordance with Section 5.4.6 of these Rules and Regulations.

5.6.4 Periodic Compliance Reports
A. All significant industrial users shall, at a frequency determined by the WSA
but in no case less than twice per year (in June and December), submit a report
indicating the nature and concentration of pollutants in the discharge which
are limited by pretreatment standards and the measured or estimated average and
maximum daily flows for the reporting period. All periodic compliance reports
must be signed and certified in accordance with Section 5.4.6 of these Rules
and Regulations. In cases where a significant industrial user is subject to a
Pretreatment Standard which requires compliance with a Best Management Practice
(or pollution prevention alternative), the user must submit documentation
required by the WSA or the Pretreatment Standard necessary to determine the
compliance status of the user. In cases where a local limit requires
compliance with a Best Management Practice or pollution prevention alternative,
the user must submit documentation required by the WSA to determine the
compliance status of the user.
B.

All wastewater samples must be representative of the user's discharge.
Wastewater monitoring and flow measurement facilities shall be properly
operated, kept clean, and maintained in proper working order at all times.
The failure of a user to keep its monitoring facility in proper working order
shall not be grounds for the user to claim that sample results are
unrepresentative of its discharge.

C.

If a user subject to the reporting requirement in this section monitors any
regulated pollutant at the appropriate sampling location more frequently than
required by the WSA, using the procedures prescribed in Section 5.6.10 of
these Rules and Regulations, the results of this monitoring shall be included
in the report.

5.6.5 Reports of Changed Conditions
Each user must notify the WSA of any planned significant changes to the user's
operations or system which might alter the nature, quality, volume, or character of its
wastewater at least ninety (90) days before the change.
A.

The WSA may require the user to submit such information as may be deemed
necessary to evaluate the changed condition, including the submission of a
non-domestic wastewater discharge permit application under Section 5.4.5 of
these Rules and Regulations.

B.

The WSA may issue a NDWD permit under Section 5.4.7 of these Rules and
Regulations or modify an existing NDWD permit under Section 5.5.4 of these
Rules and Regulations in response to changed conditions or anticipated
changed conditions.
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C. For purposes of this requirement, significant changes include, but are not
limited to, flow increases of twenty percent (20%) or greater, and the
discharge of any previously unreported pollutants.
5.6.6 Reports of Potential Problems
A.

In case of any discharge, including, but not limited to, accidental
discharges, discharges of a non-routine, episodic nature, a non-customary
batch discharge, or a slug load, that may cause potential problems for the
POTW, the user shall immediately telephone and notify the WSA of the
incident. This notification shall include the location of the discharge,
type of waste, concentration and volume, if known, and corrective actions
taken by the user.

B.

Within five (5) days following such discharge, the user shall, unless waived
by the WSA, submit a detailed written report describing the cause(s) of the
discharge and the measures to be taken by the user to prevent similar future
occurrences. Such notification shall not relieve the user of any expense,
loss, damage, or other liability which may be incurred as a result of damage
to the POTW, natural resources, or any other damage to person or property;
nor shall such notification relieve the user of any fines, penalties, or
other liability which may be imposed pursuant to these Rules and Regulations.

C.

A notice shall be permanently posted on the user's bulletin board or other
prominent place advising employees whom to call in the event of a discharge
described in paragraph A, above. Employers shall ensure that all employees,
who may cause such a discharge to occur, are advised of the emergency
notification procedure.

5.6.7 Reports from Un-permitted Users
All users not required to obtain a NDWD permit shall provide appropriate reports to the
WSA as the WSA may require.
5.6.8 Notice of Violation/Repeat Sampling and Reporting
If sampling performed by a user indicates a violation, the user must notify the WSA
within twenty-four (24) hours of becoming aware of the violation. The user shall also
repeat the sampling and analysis and submit the results of the repeat analysis to the
WSA within thirty (30) days after becoming aware of the violation. Resampling is not
required if 1) the WSA performs sampling at the user's facility at least once a month,
or 2) if the WSA samples between the time when the initial sampling was conducted and
the time when the user or WSA receives the results of this sampling.
5.6.9 Analytical Requirements

All reports submitted must be based on data obtained through appropriate sampling and
analysis performed during the period covered by the report. The data must be
representative of conditions occurring during the reporting period. All pollutant
analyses, including sampling techniques, to be submitted as part of a NDWD permit
application or report shall be performed in accordance with the techniques prescribed in
40 CFR Part 136, unless otherwise specified in an applicable categorical pretreatment
standard. If 40 CFR Part 136 does not contain sampling or analytical techniques for the
pollutant in question, sampling and analyses must be performed in accordance with
procedures approved by EPA.
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5.6.10 Sample Collection

A.

Except as indicated in Section B, below, the user must collect wastewater
samples using flow proportional composite collection techniques. The WSA may
authorize the use of time-proportional and grab samples where the user
demonstrates that this will provide a representative sample of the effluent
In addition, grab samples may be required to show
being discharged.
compliance with instantaneous discharge limits. Where time-proportional
composite sampling or grab sampling is authorized by the WSA, the samples
must be representative of the discharge and the decision to allow the
alternative sampling must be documented in the users file.

B.

Samples for oil and grease, temperature, pH, cyanide, phenols, sulfides,
hexavalent chromium, and volatile organic compounds must be obtained using
grab collection techniques. Using protocols (including appropriate
preservation) specified in 40 CFR Part 136 and appropriate EPA guidance,
multiple grab samples collected during a 24-hour period may be composited
prior to the analysis as follows: For cyanide, total phenols, and sulfides
the samples may be composited in the laboratory or in the field; for volatile
organics and oil & grease the samples may be composited in the laboratory.
Composite samples for other parameters unaffected by the compositing
procedures as documented in approved EPA methodologies may be authorized by
the WSA, as appropriate.

C.

For sampling required in support of baseline monitoring and 90-day compliance
reports required in sections 5.6.1 and 5.6.3, a minimum of four (4) grab
samples must be used for pH, cyanide, total phenols, oil and grease, sulfide
and volatile organic compounds for facilities for which historical sampling
data do not exist; for facilities for which historical sampling data are
available, the WSA may authorize a lower minimum. For other reports required
by these regulations, the WSA shall require the number of grab samples
necessary to assess and assure compliance by Industrial Users with applicable
Pretreatment Standards and requirements.

5.6.11 Timing

Written reports will be deemed to have been submitted on the date postmarked. For
reports which are not mailed, postage prepaid, into a mail facility serviced by the
United States Postal Service, the date of receipt of the report shall govern.
5.6.12 Record Keeping

Users subject to the reporting requirements of these Rules and Regulations shall retain,
and make available for inspection and copying, all records of information obtained
pursuant to any monitoring activities required by these Rules and Regulations including
documentation associated with Best Management Practices and any additional records of
information obtained pursuant to monitoring activities undertaken by the user
independent of such requirements. Records shall include the date, exact place, method,
and time of sampling, and the name of the person(s) taking the samples; the dates
analyses were performed; who performed the analyses; the analytical techniques or
methods used; and the results of such analyses. These records shall remain available
for a period of at least three (3) years. This period shall be automatically extended
for the duration of any litigation concerning the user or the WSA, or where the user has
been specifically notified of a longer retention period by the WSA.
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SUBSECTION 5 . 7 — COMPLIANCE MONITORING
5.7.1 Right of Entry: Inspection and Sampling
The WSA shall have the right to enter the premises of any user to determine whether the
user is complying with all requirements of these Rules and Regulations and any NDWD
permit or order issued hereunder. Users shall allow the WSA ready access to all parts
of the premises for the purpose of inspection, sampling, records examination and
copying, and the performance of any additional duties.
A.

Where a user has security measures in force which require proper
identification and clearance before entry into its premises, the user shall
make necessary arrangements with its security guards so that, upon
presentation of suitable identification, the WSA will be permitted to enter
without delay for the purpose of performing specific responsibilities.

B.

The WSA shall have the right to set up on the user's property, or require
installation of, such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling and/or
metering of the user's operation.

C.

The WSA may require the user to install monitoring equipment as necessary.
The facility's sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all
times in a safe and proper operating condition by the user at its own
expense. All devices used to measure wastewater flow and quality shall be
calibrated annually at a minimum to ensure their accuracy.

D.

Any

E.

Unreasonable delays in allowing the WSA access to the user's premises shall
be a violation of these Rules and Regulations.

temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the
facility to be inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by the user
at the written or verbal request of the WSA and shall not be replaced. The
cost of clearing such access shall be born by the user.

5.7.2 Search Warrants
If the WSA has been refused access to a building, structure, or property, or any part
thereof, and is able to determine probable cause to believe that there may be a
violation of these Rules and Regulations, or that there is a need to inspect and/or
sample as part of a routine inspection and sampling program of the WSA designed to
verify compliance with these Rules and Regulations or any permit or order issued
hereunder, or to protect the overall public health, safety and welfare of the community,
then the WSA may seek issuance of a search warrant from the Court of Common Pleas of
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania.

SUBSECTION 5 . 8 — CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
Information and data on a user obtained from reports, surveys, NDWD permit applications,
permits, and monitoring programs, and from the WSA inspection and sampling
activities, shall be available to the public without restriction, unless the user
specifically requests, and is able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the WSA, that
the release of such information would divulge information, processes, or methods of
production entitled to protection as trade secrets under applicable State law. Any such
request must be asserted at the time of submission of the information or data. When
requested and demonstrated by the user furnishing a report that such information should
be held confidential, the portions of a report which might disclose trade secrets or
secret processes shall not be made available for inspection by the public, but shall be
made available immediately upon request to governmental agencies for uses related to the
NPDES program or pretreatment program, and in enforcement proceedings involving the
NDWD
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person furnishing the report. Wastewater constituents and characteristics and other
"effluent data" as defined by 40 CFR 2.302 will not be recognized as confidential
information and will be available to the public without restriction.

SUBSECTION 5.9 - PUBLICATION OF USERS IN SIGNIFICANT NONCOMPLIANCE
The WSA shall publish annually, in a newspaper of general circulation that provides
meaningful public notice within the jurisdictions served by the WSA, a list of the users
which, during the previous twelve (12) months, were in significant noncompliance with
applicable pretreatment standards and requirements. The term significant noncompliance
shall mean:
A.

Chronic violations of wastewater discharge limits, defined here as those in
which sixty-six percent (66%) or more of wastewater measurements taken during
a six (6) month period exceed a numeric Pretreatment Standard or requirement
including instantaneous limits, as defined by 40 CFR 403.3(1);

B.

Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as those in which
thirty-three percent (33%) or more of wastewater measurements taken for each
pollutant parameter during a six (6) month period equals or exceeds the
product of the numeric Pretreatment Standard or requirement including
instantaneous limits, as defined by 40 CFR 403.3(1) multiplied by the
applicable criteria (1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oils and grease, and 1.2 for all
other pollutants except pH);

C.

Any other discharge violation that the WSA believes has caused, alone or in
combination with other discharges, interference or pass through, including
endangering the health of POTW personnel or the general public;

D.

Any discharge of pollutants that has caused imminent endangerment to the
public or to the environment, or has resulted in the WSA's exercise of its
emergency authority to halt or prevent such a discharge;

E.

Failure to meet, within ninety (90) days of the scheduled date, a compliance
schedule milestone contained in a NDWD permit or enforcement order for
starting construction, completing construction, or attaining final
compliance;

F.

Failure to provide within forty-five (45) days after the due date, any
required reports, including baseline monitoring reports, reports on
compliance with categorical pretreatment standard deadlines, periodic selfmonitoring reports, and reports on compliance with compliance schedules;

G.

Failure to accurately report noncompliance; or

H.

Any other violation(s), which may include a violation of Best Management
Practices, which the WSA determines will adversely affect the operation or
implementation of the local pretreatment program.

SUBSECTION 5.10 - ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES
5.10.1 Notification of Violation
When the WSA finds that a user has violated, or continues to violate, any provision of
these Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit or order issued hereunder, or any other
pretreatment standard or requirement, the WSA may serve upon that user a written Notice
of Violation. Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the WSA to take any
action, including emergency actions or any other enforcement action, without first
issuing a Notice of Violation.
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5.10.2 Notification of Corrective Action
Following any violation of these Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit or agreement
issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment requirement, the WSA may issue a Notice of
Corrective Action (NCA) requiring an explanation for the violation and a plan for the
satisfactory correction and prevention thereof, to include specific required actions, to
be submitted by the user to the WSA within a time period specified within the NCA.
Submission of this explanation and plan shall in no way relieve the user of liability
for any violations. Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the WSA to take
any action, including emergency actions or any other enforcement action, without first
issuing a Notice of Corrective Action.

5.10.3 Consent Agreements
The WSA may enter into Consent Agreements, assurances of voluntary compliance, or other
similar documents establishing an agreement with any user responsible for noncompliance.
Such documents will include specific action to be taken by the user to correct the
noncompliance within a time period specified by the document. Such documents shall have
the same force and effect as the administrative orders issued pursuant to Section 5.10.5
of these Rules and Regulations and shall be judicially enforceable.

5.10.4 Show Cause Hearing
The WSA may order a user which has violated, or continues to violate, any provision of
these Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit or order issued hereunder, or any other
pretreatment standard or requirement, to appear before the WSA and show cause why the
proposed enforcement action should not be taken. Notice shall be served on the user
specifying the time and place for the meeting, the proposed enforcement action, the
reasons for such action, and a request that the user show cause why the proposed
enforcement action should not be taken. The notice of the meeting shall be served
personally or by registered or certified mail (return receipt requested) at least ten
(10) days prior to the hearing. Such notice may be served on any authorized
representative of the user. A show cause hearing shall not be a bar against, or
prerequisite for, taking any other action against the user.

5.10.5 Cease and Desist Orders
When the WSA finds that a user has violated, or continues to violate, any provision of
these Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit or order issued hereunder, or any other
pretreatment standard or requirement, or that the user's past violations are likely to
recur, the WSA may issue an order to the user directing it to cease and desist all such
violations and directing the user to:
A.

Immediately comply with all requirements; and

B.

Take such appropriate remedial or preventative action as may be needed to
properly address a continuing or threatened violation, including halting
operations and/or terminating the discharge.

Issuance of a cease and desist order shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for,
taking any other action against the user.

5.10.6 Civil Penalties
A. A user who has violated, or continues to violate, any provision of these
Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other
pretreatment standard or requirement shall be liable to the WSA for a maximum
civil penalty of $25,000 per violation, per day as provided under the
Pennsylvania Publicly Owned Treatment Works Penalty Law, Act 1992-9, and WSA
Board Resolution and Policy adopted pursuant to that Act on December 12,
1992. In the case of a monthly or other long-term average discharge limit,
penalties shall accrue for each day during the period of the violation.
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B.

The WSA may recover reasonable attorneys' fees, court costs, and other
expenses associated with enforcement activities, including sampling and
monitoring expenses, and the cost of any actual damages incurred by the WSA.

C.

In determining the amount of civil liability, the Court shall take into
account all relevant circumstances, including, but not limited to, the extent
of harm caused by the violation, the magnitude and duration of the violation,
any economic benefit gained through the user's violation, corrective actions
by the user, the compliance history of the user, and any other factor as
justice requires.
Filing a suit for civil penalties shall not be a bar against, or a
prerequisite for, taking any other action against a user.

D.
E.

An appeal of any civil action must be made in accordance with the WSA's Civil
Penalty Assessment Policy.

5.10.7 Emergency Suspensions
The WSA may immediately suspend a user's discharge, after informal notice to the user,
whenever such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or threatened discharge which
reasonably appears to present or cause an imminent or substantial endangerment to the
health or welfare of persons. The WSA may also immediately suspend a user's discharge,
after notice and opportunity to respond, that threatens to interfere with the operation
of the POTW, or which presents, or may present, an endangerment to the environment.
A.

Any user notified of a suspension of its discharge shall immediately stop or
eliminate its contribution. In the event of a user's failure to immediately
comply voluntarily with the suspension order, the WSA may take such steps as
deemed necessary, including immediate severance of the sewer connection, to
prevent or minimize damage to the POTW, its receiving stream, or endangerment
to any individuals. The WSA may allow the user to recommence its discharge
when the user has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the WSA that the period
of endangerment has passed, unless the termination proceedings in Section
5.10.8 of these Rules and Regulations are initiated against the user.

B.

A user that is responsible, in whole or in part, for any discharge presenting
imminent endangerment shall submit a detailed written statement, describing
the causes of the harmful contribution and the measures taken to prevent any
future occurrence, to the WSA prior to the date of any show cause or
termination hearing under Sections 5.10.4 or 5.10.8 of these Rules and
Regulations.

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as requiring a hearing prior to any
emergency suspension under this section.

5.10.8 Termination of Discharge
In addition to the provisions in Section 5.5.6 of these Rules and Regulations, any user
who violates the following conditions is subject to discharge termination:
A.

Violation of NDWD permit conditions;

B.

Failure to accurately report the wastewater constituents and characteristics
of its discharge;

C.

Failure to report significant changes in operations or wastewater volume,
constituents, and characteristics prior to discharge;

D.

Refusal of reasonable access to the user's premises for the purpose of
inspection, monitoring, or sampling; or
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E.

Violation of the pretreatment standards in Section 5.2 of these Rules and
Regulations.

Such user will be notified of the proposed termination of its discharge and be offered
an opportunity to show cause under Section 5.10.4 of these Rules and Regulations why the
proposed action should not be taken. Exercise of this option by the WSA shall not be
a bar to, or a prerequisite for, taking any other action against the user.
SUBSECTION 5.11 - JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES

5.11.1 Injunctive Relief
When the WSA finds that a user has violated, or continues to violate, any provision of
these Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other
pretreatment standard or requirement, the WSA may petition the Court of Common Pleas of
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania the issuance of a temporary or permanent injunction, as
appropriate, which restrains or compels the specific performance of the NDWD permit,
order, or other requirement imposed by these Rules and Regulations on activities of the
user. The WSA may also seek such other action as is appropriate for legal and/or
equitable relief, including a requirement for the user to conduct environmental
remediation. A petition for injunctive relief shall not be a bar against, or a
prerequisite for, taking any other action against a user.
5.11.2 Criminal Prosecution
The WSA may initiate a request for criminal prosecution through and as provided by the
Ordinances of the Municipality of a user who willfully or negligently violates any
provision of these Rules and Regulations, a NDWD permit, or order issued hereunder, or
any other pretreatment standard or requirement.

5.11.3 Remedies Nonexclusive
The remedies provided for in these Rules and Regulations are not exclusive. The WSA may
take any, all, or any combination of these actions against a non-compliant user.
Enforcement of pretreatment violations will generally be in accordance with the WSA's
enforcement response plan. However, the WSA may take other action against any user when
the circumstances warrant. Further, the WSA is empowered to take more than one
enforcement action against any non-complaint user.
SUBSECTION 5.12 - SUPPLEMENTAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION

5.12.1 Performance Bonds
The WSA may decline to issue or reissue a NDWD permit to any user who has failed to
comply with any provision of these Rules and Regulations, a previous NDWD permit, or
order issued hereunder, or any pretreatment standard or requirement, unless such user
first files a satisfactory bond, payable to the WSA, in a sum not to exceed a value
determined by the WSA to be necessary to achieve consistent compliance.

5.12.2 Liability Insurance
The WSA may decline to issue or reissue a NDWD permit to any user who has failed to
comply with any provision of these Rules and Regulations, a previous NDWD permit, or
order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement, unless the
user first submits proof that it has obtained financial assurances sufficient to restore
or repair damage to the POTW caused by its discharge.
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5.12.3 Water Supply Severance
Whenever a user has violated or continues to violate any provision of these Rules and
Regulations, a NDWD permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard
or requirement, water service to the user may be severed. Service will only recommence,
at the user's expense, after it has satisfactorily demonstrated its ability to comply.

SUBSECTION 5.13 – AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES TO DISCHARGE VIOLATIONS
5.13.1 Upset
A. For the purposes of this section, "'upset" means an exceptional incident in
which there is unintentional and temporary noncompliance with categorical
pretreatment standards because of factors beyond the reasonable control of the
user. An upset does not include noncompliance to the extent caused by
operational error, improperly designed treatment facilities, inadequate
treatment facilities, lack of preventative maintenance, careless or improper
operation, or imprudent storage or use of materials or chemical substances.
B. An upset shall constitute an affirmative defense to an action brought for
noncompliance with categorical pretreatment standards if the requirements of
paragraph (C), below, are met.
C. A user who wishes to establish the affirmative defense of upset shall
demonstrate, through properly signed, contemporaneous operating logs, or other
relevant evidence that:
(1)

An upset occurred and the user can identify the cause(s) of the upset;

(2)

The facility was at the time being operated in a prudent and workman-like
manner and in compliance with applicable operation and maintenance
procedures; and
The user has submitted the following information to the WSA within twentyfour (24) hours of becoming aware of the upset (if this information is
provided orally, a written submission must be provided within five (5)
days);

(3)

D.

(a)

A description of the indirect discharge and cause of noncompliance;

(b)

The period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times or, if
not corrected, the anticipated time the noncompliance is expected to
continue; and

(c)

Steps being taken and/or planned to reduce, eliminate, and prevent
recurrence of the noncompliance.

In any enforcement proceeding, the user seeking to establish the occurrence of
an upset shall have the burden of proof.

E. Users will have the opportunity for a judicial determination on any claim of
upset only in an enforcement action brought for noncompliance with categorical
pretreatment standards.
F. Users shall control production of all discharges to the extent necessary to
maintain compliance with categorical pretreatment standards upon reduction,
loss, or failure of its treatment facility until the facility is restored or an
alternative method of treatment is provided. This requirement applies in the
situation where, among other things, the primary source of power of the
treatment facility is reduced, lost, or fails.
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5.13.2 Bypass
A.

For the purposes of this section,
(1) "Bypass" means the intentional diversion of wastestreams from any portion
of a user's treatment facility.
(2) "Severe property damage" means substantial physical damage to property,
damage to the treatment facilities which causes them to become inoperable,
or substantial and permanent
loss of natural resources which can
reasonably be expected to occur in the absence of a bypass. Severe
property damage does not mean economic loss caused by delays in
production.

B.

A user may allow any bypass to occur which does not cause pretreatment
standards or requirements to be violated, but only if it also is for essential
maintenance to assure efficient operation.
These bypasses are not subject to
the provisions of paragraphs (C) or (D) of this section.

C. (1) If a user knows in advance of the need for a bypass, it shall submit prior
notice to the WSA, at least ten (10) days before the date of the bypass,
if possible.
(2) A user shall submit oral notice to the WSA of an unanticipated bypass that
exceeds applicable pretreatment standards within twenty-four (24) hours
from the time it becomes aware of the bypass. A written submission shall
also be provided within five (5) days of the time the user becomes aware
of the bypass. The written submission shall contain a description of the
bypass and its cause; the duration of the bypass, including exact dates
and times, and, if the bypass has not been corrected, the anticipated time
it is expected to continue; and steps taken or planned to reduce,
eliminate, and prevent reoccurrence of the bypass. The WSA may waive the
written report on a case-by-case basis if the oral report has been
received within twenty-four (24) hours.
D.

(1) Bypass is prohibited, and the WSA may take an enforcement action against a
user for a bypass, unless
(a) Bypass was unavoidable to prevent loss of life, personal injury, or
severe property damage;
(b) There were no feasible alternatives to the bypass, such as the use of
auxiliary treatment facilities, retention of untreated wastes, or
maintenance during normal periods of equipment downtime. This
condition is not satisfied if adequate back-up equipment should have
been installed in the exercise of reasonable engineering judgment to
prevent a bypass which occurred during normal periods of equipment
downtime or preventative maintenance; and
(c) The user submitted notices as required under paragraph (C) of this
section.
(2) The WSA may approve an anticipated bypass, after considering its adverse
effects, if the WSA determines that it will meet the three conditions
listed in paragraph (D)(1) of this section.
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SUBSECTION 5.14 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
5.14.1 Pretreatment Charges and Fees
The WSA may adopt reasonable fees for reimbursement of costs of developing and operating
the WSA Pretreatment Program which may include:
A.

Fees for NDWD permit applications including the cost of processing such
applications;

B.

Fees for monitoring, inspection, and surveillance procedures including the
cost of collection and analyzing a user's discharge, and reviewing monitoring
reports submitted by users;

C.

Fees for reviewing and responding to accidental discharge procedures and
construction;

D.

Fees for filing appeals; and

E.

Other fees as the WSA may deem necessary to carry out the requirements
contained herein. These fees relate solely to the matters covered by these
Rules and Regulations and are separate from all other fees, fines, and
penalties chargeable by the WSA.

SUBSECTION 5.15 -- NOTICE AND APPEALS
5.15.1 Notice
5.15.1.1 Except as set forth herein, before taking any enforcement action under
Sections 5 and 3 these Rules and Regulations, the WSA shall send written
notice to the Owner of the property affected and, in the case of
enforcement action involving a NDWD Permit, to the person named in the
Permit as the Permittee, ten (10) days prior to the effective date of
enforcement action. The notice shall be mailed by ordinary mail to the
address of the property affected or, in the case of enforcement action
involving a NDWD Permit, to the address of the Permittee in the Permit.
5.15.1.2 No notice shall be required where the violation or other condition
giving rise to the action of the WSA threatens on immediate or
substantial endangerment to the health or welfare of persons or property
or to the environment, to cause interference to the POTW or to cause the
WSA to violate any condition of its NPDES Permit. In such cases, the
WSA shall attempt to give such notice as is practicable under the
circumstances.
5.15.1.3 Where notice of corrective action required is issued pursuant to Section
5.10.2, the notice issued thereunder shall constitute the notice
required by subsection 5.15.1.1.
5.15.1.4 In the event that the notice provisions of this subsection are
inconsistent with any provision or requirement of any federal, state, or
municipal law, statute, rule or regulation, the provision of such
federal, state, or municipal law, statute, rule or regulation shall
apply.
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5.15.2 Appeal
5.15.2.1 The Owner, Permittee or any other person directly and substantially
aggrieved by the enforcement action of the WSA shall have the right to
take an appeal from the notice of enforcement action within ten (10)
days from the date of the WSA's written notice of the enforcement action
or, if no notice is required pursuant to Section 5.15.1.2, from the date
of the WSA's enforcement action, by filing a notice of appeal with the
WSA. The notice of appeal shall be in writing, shall specify all
objections to the enforcement action or the WSA's determination that a
violation of these Rules and Regulations has occurred and the name and
address of the appellant.
5.15.2.2 Upon receipt of the notice of appeal, the WSA shall schedule a hearing
on the appeal within thirty (30) days of the notice of appeal. The
hearing may be conducted by the Board of the WSA or such person or
persons as may be designated by the Board of the WSA to act on behalf of
the WSA. The WSA shall provide the appellant ten (10) days written
notice of the date, time and place of the hearing, by ordinary mail
mailed to the address stated in the notice of appeal.
5.15.2.3 At any hearing held pursuant to these Rules and Regulations, the WSA
Board, or the person designated by the WSA Board to conduct the hearing,
shall take the testimony, which testimony shall be under oath. The WSA
Board or the person conducting the hearing on behalf of the WSA Board
shall not be bound by technical rules or evidence and all relevant
evidence of reasonably probative value may be received. Reasonable
examination and cross-examination shall be permitted. At the request of
any party, the testimony shall be stenographically recorded, with the
costs of the stenographic record to be borne by the party so requesting.
The appellant may, at the appellant's own expense, be represented by
counsel at the hearing.
5.15.2.4 The final determination of the appeal shall be made by the WSA Board. If
the hearing was conducted by a person designated by the WSA Board, such
person shall make a recommendation to the WSA Board. The WSA Board's
determination shall be in writing and shall set forth the findings or
reasons for the WSA Board's determination. The WSA Board's
determination may also include an order directing specific corrective
action and time tables for corrective action or such other orders and
directives as are deemed necessary and appropriate by the WSA Board.
5.15.3 Stay of Enforcement Action
5.15.3.1 The taking of an appeal pursuant to Section 5.15.2 shall not stay the
enforcement action of the WSA, except as set forth herein.
5.15.3.2 Any Owner, Permittee or other person substantially and directly
aggrieved by the enforcement action of the WSA desiring a stay of the
enforcement action shall file with the notice of appeal a request for a
stay and a written statement of reasons why the enforcement action
should be stayed pending the appeal. The statement shall include
verification that a stay of the enforcement action, under the existing
circumstances or the circumstances reasonably likely to exist during the
pendency of the appeal, shall not pose any threat of endangerment to the
health or welfare of any person or property or to the environment to
cause interference with the POTW or to cause the WSA to violate any
condition of the NPDES Permit.
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5.15.3.3 The determination of whether to stay the enforcement action of the WSA
shall be made by the WSA Board or a person designated by the WSA Board.
Written notification of the determination shall be sent by ordinary mail
to the address set forth in the notice of appeal.
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§18-501

Sewers and Sewage Disposal

§18-504

Part 5
Onlot Systems
A. Permitting of Onlot Systems
§18-501.

Short Title; Introduction; Purpose.

1. This Part 5A shall be known as the “Old Lycoming Township Onlot Sewage
Disposal System Permit Ordinance.”
2. This Part 5A is adopted pursuant to §7(a)(1) of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act, as amended, 35 P.S. §740.7(a)(1).
3. The purpose of this Part 5A is to provide for the permitting of all onlot sewage
disposal systems within the Township in accordance with the standards and regulations
of 25 Pa.Code, Chapters 72 and 73, including those systems otherwise eligible for an
exemption from the permitting requirements of the Act, as authorized by §7(a)(1) of the
Act, 35 P.S. §740.7(a)(1).
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-502.

Applicability.

From the effective date of this Part 5A, its provisions shall apply throughout Old
Lycoming Township. The provisions of this Part 5A shall apply to all persons owning
or occupying any property serviced by an onlot sewage disposal system and to all
persons installing or rehabilitating onlot sewage disposal systems.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-503.

Permit Requirements.

1. From and after the effective date of this Part 5A, all persons proposing to
install an onlot sewage disposal system on any lot within the Township, including those
persons proposing to install such a system on a lot 10 acres or larger and who are
otherwise qualified for a permit exemption in accordance with the provisions of §7(a)(1)
of the Act 35 P.S. §750.7(a)(1), shall apply to the Township for a permit for the
installation of such system.
2. No person shall install or commence construction of any onlot sewage disposal
system for which a permit is required until such permit has been issued by a Sewage
Enforcement Officer employed by or contracted to the Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-504.

Replacement Areas.

1. Any revisions to the Township’s Official Sewage Facilities Plan which are
prepared pursuant to the applicable regulations of the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection for subdivision or development of land within an identified
sewage management district or any Township building ordinance, subdivision
ordinance, etc., shall provide for the testing, identification and reservation of an area
of each lot or developed property suitable for the installation of a replacement onlot
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sewage disposal system. This requirement is in addition to the testing, identification
and reservation of an area for the primary sewage disposal system. This requirement
will not apply when the entire development is to be served by public sanitary sewers.
2. No permit shall be issued for any proposed new onlot sewage disposal system
on any newly created or subdivided property in any sewage management district unless
and until a replacement area is tested, approved and reserved. All subdivision plans
must show the location of two approved drain field sites on each lot.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-505.

Inspections.

1. Any onlot sewage disposal system may be inspected by the Township’s
authorized agent at any reasonable time as of the effective date of this Part 5A.
2. The inspection may include a physical tour of the property, the taking of
samples from surface water, wells, other ground water sources, the sampling of the
contents of the sewage disposal system itself and/or the introduction of a traceable
substance into the interior plumbing of the structure served to ascertain the path and
ultimate destination of wastewater generated in the structure.
3. The Township’s authorized agent shall have the right to enter upon land for
the purposes of inspection described herein.
4. An inspection may be conducted by the Township’s authorized agent after the
effective date of this Part 5A for the purpose of determining the type and functional
status of each sewage disposal system in the sewage management district. A written
report may be furnished to the owner of each property inspected. All inspection reports
shall be maintained in the municipal records.
5. A schedule of routine inspections may be established by the Township if
necessary to assure the proper function of the systems in the sewage management
district.
6. The Township’s authorized agent shall inspect systems known to be, or alleged
to be, malfunctioning. Should said inspections reveal that a system is indeed
malfunctioning, the Township and its authorized agent shall take action to require the
correction of the malfunction. If total correction is not technically or financially feasible
in the opinion of the authorized agent, then action by the property owner to mitigate
the malfunction shall be required.
7. There may arise geographic areas within the Township where numerous onlot
sewage disposal systems are malfunctioning. A resolution of these area-wide problems
may necessitate detailed planning and municipally sponsored revision to that area’s Act
537 Official Sewage Facilities Plan. When a DEP authorized Official Sewage Facilities
Plan Revision has been undertaken by the Township, mandatory repair or replacement
of individual malfunctioning sewage disposal systems within the study area may be
delayed, at the discretion of the Township, pending the outcome of the plan revision
process. However, the Township may compel immediate corrective action whenever a
malfunction, as determined by municipal officials represents a serious public health or
environmental threat.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
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Operation.

1. Only normal domestic wastes shall be discharged into any onlot sewage
disposal system. The following shall not be discharged into the system:
A. Industrial waste.
B. Automobile oil and other nondomestic oil.
C. Toxic or hazardous substances or chemicals including, but not limited to,
pesticides, disinfectants, acids, paints, paint thinners, herbicides, gasoline and
other solvents.
D. Clean surface, or ground water, including water from roof or cellar drains,
springs, basement sump pumps and French drains.
E. Any other substance that may be harmful to the system.
2. The municipalities authorized agent may require installation of water
conservation devices and other methods to improve system operation.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-507.

Maintenance.

1. Any person owning a building served by an onlot sewage disposal system which
contains a septic tank shall have the septic tank pumped by a licensed pumper/hauler.
Following the most recent pump-out required by the Township, every person shall have
the tank pumped in accordance to the Township established pumping schedule. Prior
to having the system pumped, a permit shall be obtained by the owner from the
Township. A sewage system certification from the pumper/hauler shall be submitted
to the Township immediately after each pump-out as needed, or within 90 days as
required in the Township inspection notification letter. If a property owner can provide
a receipt proving that the system has been pumped within a 12-month period of the
date on the notification letter, the required pumping may be waived by the Township.
2. Any tank pumping shall include an inspection of the baffles within the tank.
If the baffles are in deteriorated condition, the pumper/hauler shall immediately notify
the homeowner and the Township. The homeowner shall replace these baffles within
15 days. The excavation will not be closed until installed and inspected. A Township
inspection fee shall be required.
3. The required pumping frequency may be increased at the discretion of the
Township’s authorized agent if the septic tank is undersized, if solids build-up in the
tank is above average, if the hydraulic load on the system increases significantly above
average, if a garbage grinder is used in the building, if the system malfunctions or for
other good cause shown.
4. Any person owning a building served by an onlot sewage disposal system which
contains an aerobic treatment tank shall follow the operation and maintenance
recommendations of the equipment manufacturer. In no case may the pumping
intervals for aerobic treatment tanks exceed those required for septic tanks. Such
persons shall maintain the aerobic system as required by the manufacturer’s operation
manual. A sewage system certification form from the pumper/hauler shall be submitted
to the Township consistent with the required pumping periods in subsection .1.
5. Any person owning a building served by a cesspool or dry well shall have that
system pumped according to the scheduled pumping of the cesspool or dry well. The
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owner shall secure a sewage permit from the Sewage Enforcement Officer for a septic
tank to be installed preceding the cesspool or drywell. For a system consisting of a
cesspool or dry well preceded by an approved septic tank, only the septic tank must be
pumped at the prescribed interval.
6. Any system pumping shall include an inspection of the sidewalls of the cesspool
or drywell. If the sides are in need of cleaning, the pumper/hauler shall report this
condition to the property owner and the owner is responsible to have this work
completed.
7. The Township’s authorized agent may require additional maintenance activity
as needed including, but not necessarily limited to, cleaning and unclogging of piping,
servicing and the repair of mechanical equipment, leveling of distribution boxes, tanks
and lines, removal of obstruction roots or trees, the diversion of surface water away
from the disposal area, etc.
8. The Township shall issue a written notice of violation to any person who is the
owner of property in the Township if the Township has not received a sewage system
certification form proving that they have had their septic tank, cesspool or drywell
pumped within the time limits as specified in this Part 5A.
9. Within 30 days of notification by the Township that a septic tank, cesspool or
drywell has not been pumped within the time limits set by this Part 5A, the owner shall
obtain a permit and have said septic tank, cesspool or drywell pumped and
pumper/hauler shall provide the Township with a sewage system certification form
showing that it has been pumped.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-508.

System Rehabilitation.

1. No person shall operate and maintain an onlot sewage disposal system in such
a manner that it malfunctions. All liquid wastes, including kitchen and laundry wastes
and water softener backwash, shall be discharged to an onlot septic system. No sewage
system shall discharge untreated or partially treated sewage to the surface of the
ground or into the waters of the Commonwealth unless a permit to discharge has been
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
2. The Township shall issue a written notice of violation to any person who is the
owner of a property in the Township which is found to be served by a malfunctioning
onlot sewage disposal system or which is discharging raw or partially treated sewage
without a permit.
3. Within 30 days of notification by the Township that a malfunction has been
identified, the property owner shall make application to the Sewage Enforcement
Officer for a permit to repair or replace the malfunctioning system. Within 60 days of
initial notification by the Township, the construction shall be completed unless seasonal
or unique conditions mandate a longer period, in which case the Township shall set an
extended completion date.
4. The Township’s authorized agent shall have the authority to require the repair
of any malfunction by the following methods: cleaning, repair or replacement of
components of the existing system, additional capacity or otherwise altering or
replacing the system’s treatment tank, expanding the existing disposal area, replacing
the existing disposal area, replacing a gravity distribution system with a pressurized
Supp. III; revised 8/14/2012
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system, replacing the system with a holding tank, connection to central collection
system, other alternatives as appropriate for the specific site.
5. In lieu of, or in combination with, the remedies described in subsection .4,
above, the Township’s authorized agent may require the installation of water
conservation equipment and the institution of water conservation practices in
structures served. Wastewater generation in the structure may also be reduced by
requiring changes in water usage patterns in the structure served. The use of laundry
facilities may be limited to one load per day or discontinued altogether, etc.
6. In the event that the rehabilitation measures in subsections .1 through .5 are
not feasible or do not prove effective, the Township may require the owner to apply to
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for a permit to install an
individual spray irrigation treatment system or a single residence treatment and
discharge system. Upon receipt of said permit, the owner shall complete construction
of the system within 60 days, unless seasonal or unique conditions mandate a longer
period. The Township shall determine the construction period in this case.
7. Should none of the remedies described above prove totally effective in
eliminating the malfunction of an existing onlot sewage disposal system, the property
owner is not absolved of responsibility for that malfunction. The Township may require
whatever action is necessary to lessen or mitigate the malfunction to the extent that it
feels necessary. This may include requirement to connect to a community system
regardless of distance to such system.
8. In areas that have been designated by the Township for future service by
sanitary sewer lines, the Township’s authorized agent may design a program of interim
remedial actions to be implemented until sanitary sewer is available to the affected
property.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-509.

Liens.

The Township, upon written notice from the Township’s authorized agent that an
imminent health hazard exists due to failure of a property owner to maintain, repair
or replace an onlot sewage disposal system as provided under the terms of this Part 5A,
shall have the authority to perform or contract to have performed the work required by
the Township’s authorized agent. The owner shall be charged for the work performed
and, if necessary, a lien shall be entered therefore in accordance with the law.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-510.

Disposal of Septage.

1. All septage originating within the municipal sewage management district shall
be disposed of at sites or facilities approved by the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection. Approved sites or facilities shall include the following:
septage treatment facilities, wastewater treatment plants, composting sites, and
approved farm lands.
2. Septage pumper/haulers operating within the municipal sewage management
district shall operate in a manner consistent with the provisions of the Pennsylvania
Solid Waste Management Act, Act 97 of 1980, 35 P.S.§§6018.101–6018.1003.
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(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-511.

Administration.

1. The Township shall fully utilize those powers it possesses through enabling
statutes and ordinances to effect the purposes of this Part 5A.
2. The Township may employ qualified individuals to carry out the provisions of
this Part 5A. Those employees may include a certified Sewage Enforcement Office,
secretary, administrator or other persons as required. The Township may also contract
with private qualified persons or firms as necessary to carry out the provisions of this
Part 5A.
3. All permits, records, reports, files and other written material relating to the
installation, operation and maintenance and malfunction of onlot sewage disposal
systems in the Township shall become the property of the Township. Existing and
future records shall be available for public inspection. All records pertaining to sewage
permits, building permits, occupancy permits and all other aspects of the Township’s
sewage management program shall be made available, upon request, for inspection by
representatives of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
4. The Township shall establish all administrative procedures necessary to
properly carry out the provisions of this Part 5A.
5. The Township may establish a fee schedule by resolution and subsequently
collect fees by any appropriate method including the use of municipal liens to cover the
cost to the Township of administering this program.
6.

Notice shall be to property owner prior to inspection.

(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
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B. Holding Tanks
§18-521.

Purposes.

The purpose of this Part 5B is to establish procedures for the use and maintenance
of existing and new holding tanks designed to receive and retain sewage whether from
residential or commercial uses, and it is hereby declared that the enactment of this Part
5B is necessary for the protection, benefit and preservation of the health, safety and
welfare of the inhabitants of the Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-522.

Rights and Privileges Granted.

The Township is hereby authorized and empowered to undertake within the
Township the control and methods of holding tank use, sewage disposal and sewage
collection and transportation thereof.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-523.

Rules and Regulations.

The Township is hereby authorized and empowered to adopt such rules and
regulations concerning sewage which it may deem necessary from time to time to effect
the purposes herein.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-524.

Rules and Regulations to Be in Conformity with Applicable Law.

All such rules and regulations adopted by the Township shall be in conformity with
the provisions herein, all other ordinances of the Township, and all applicable laws, and
applicable rules and regulations of administrative agencies of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-525.

Rates and Charges.

The Township shall have the right and power to fix, alter, charge and collect rates,
assessments, and other charges in the area served by its facilities at reasonable and
uniform rates as authorized by applicable law.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-526.

Exclusiveness of Rights and Privileges.

1. The collection and transportation of all sewage from any improved property
utilizing a holding tank shall be done solely by or under the direction and control of the
Township, and the disposal thereof shall be made only at such site or sites as may be
approved by the Department of Environmental Protection of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
2. The Township shall receive, review and retain pumping receipts from
permitted holding tanks.
3.

The Township shall retain annual inspection reports for each permitted tank.
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(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-527.

Duties of Improved Property Owner.

The owner of an improved property that utilizes a holding tank shall:
A. Maintain the holding tank in conformance with this or any ordinance of
the Township, the provisions of any applicable law, and the rules and regulations
of the authorized agent and any administrative agency of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
B. Permit only the Township or its authorized agent to inspect holding tanks
on an annual basis.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-528.

Violations.

Any person who violates any provisions of §18-527, upon conviction thereof in an
action brought before a magisterial district judge in the manner provided for the
enforcement of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure,
shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 plus legal
fees and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, or other maximum as established
by State law, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 90 days. Each day that a violation
of this Part 5B continues or each Section of this Part 5B which shall be found to have
been violated shall constitute a separate offense.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-529.

Abatement of Nuisances.

In addition to any other remedies provided in this Part 5B, any violation of §18-528
above shall constitute a nuisance and shall be abated by the Township or its authorized
agent by either seeking mitigation of the nuisance or appropriate equitable or legal
relief from a court of competent jurisdiction.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-530.

Permitted Permanent Use on Permanent Property.

Holding tanks shall only be permitted on a permanent property for permanent use
when the following applies:
A. The property currently has an onlot septic system.
B. The current onlot system is malfunctioning with no option for repair.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-531.

Permitted Temporary Use on Temporary Structure.

Holding tanks shall be a permitted for a temporary structure, when a permit is
issued for the temporary structure by the Zoning Officer. In addition all holding tanks
shall require a temporary holding tank permit to be issued by the Sewer Department.
All pump receipts for such holding tanks shall be forwarded to the Sewer Department.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
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C. Portable Toilets
§18-541.

Purpose.

The Board of Supervisors of Old Lycoming Township , along with the Board of the
Old Lycoming Area Authority, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, finds it in the best
interest of the residents of Old Lycoming Township to adopt rules and regulations
defining the use of portable toilets within Old Lycoming Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-542.

Uses.

The following uses shall be considered permitted uses of portable toilets within Old
Lycoming Township.
A. Temporary use sites that require a temporary use permit, not to exceed
180 days, and may be renewed for no more than one additional 180-day period.
B. Construction sites in which standards require the placement of portable
restrooms for the duration of the construction operation.
C. Recreational or special events held within the Township.
D. Old Lycoming Township parks.
E. Temporary use when a sanitary system is being repaired or replaced.
F. Maintenance on these types of units shall be performed so that it does not
cause a nuisance for neighboring properties.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
§18-543.

Prohibitions.

No person, firm, or corporation owning land, leasing it, or having any interest
therein whatsoever, which is located within Old Lycoming Township shall allow the
placement or use of a portable toilet on their property, unless it is permitted in §18-542,
“Uses.”
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012)
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D. Enforcement/Penalty
§18-551.

Enforcement/Penalty.

The Township may, as authorized by law, initiate civil enforcement proceedings
against any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this Part. The
Township shall prescribe a civil penalty of not more than $600 per violation, plus costs,
or other maximum as established by law. Each day that a violation of this Part
continues or each section of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall
constitute a separate violation. In any case where a penalty for a violation has not been
timely paid and the person upon whom the penalty was imposed is found to have been
liable therefor in civil proceedings, the violator shall be liable for the penalty imposed,
including additional daily penalties for continuing violations, plus court costs and
reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Township in the enforcement proceedings.
(Ord. 261, 8/17/2012; as added by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
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Code § 403.21 (relating to Uniform Construction Code).

GENERAL

§ 73.1. Definitions.
The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, have the following meanings,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

Absorption area—A component of an individual or community sewage system where
liquid from a treatment tank seeps into the soil; it consists of an aggregate-filled area
containing piping for the distribution of liquid and the soil or sand/soil combination located
beneath the aggregate.
Act—The Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.1-750.20).

Aggregate—Coarse material manufactured from stone, gravel or slag, having Type B
characteristics as described in Department of Transportation specifications, Form 408,
section 703.3, Table B and uniform size and grading equivalent to American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials No. 57, as described in Form 408, section
703.3, 2 Table C.
Agricultural areas—Areas used primarily for the production of crops and where the soil is
without vegetative cover during certain periods of the year.
Alternate sewage system—A method of demonstrated onlot sewage treatment and
disposal not described in this part.
Bonded disposal system—An individual sewage system located on a single lot serving a
single family residence, where soil mottling is within 20 inches of the mineral soil surface,
the installation, operation and replacement of which is guaranteed by the property owner.
Building sewer—Piping carrying liquid wastes from a building to the treatment tank or
holding tank.
Buried sand filter—A system of piping, sand media, aggregate and collection piping in a
buried liner used for the intermittent filtration and biochemical treatment of sewage.
Clean Streams Law—The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001).
Conventional sewage system—A system employing the use of demonstrated onlot sewage
treatment and disposal technology in a manner specifically recognized by this chapter. The
term does not include alternate or experimental sewage systems.
Dosing pump—The pump housed in a dosing tank which provides a measured volume of
sewage effluent to the pressurized distribution system in an absorption area.
Experimental sewage system—A method of onlot sewage treatment and disposal not
described in this title which is proposed for the purpose of testing and observation.
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Filter tank—The tank housing the piping and sand of the free access sand filter.

Forested areas—Areas where the predominant vegetative cover is comprised of trees with
a closed canopy.
Free access sand filter—An accessible system of tanks, dose piping, sand media,
aggregate and collection piping used for the intermittent filtration and biochemical
treatment of sewage.
Geotextile—Material consisting of mesh polypropylene, polyester, nylon or similar
material, used to prevent migration of fine aggregate into coarser aggregate.
Grassed area—An area where the predominant vegetative cover is comprised of grasses,
bushes or trees not forming a closed canopy.
Individual residential spray irrigation system—An individual sewage system which
serves a single dwelling and which treats and disposes of sewage using a system of piping,
treatment tanks and soil renovation through spray irrigation.
Individual sewage system—A system of piping, tanks or other facilities serving a single
lot and collecting and disposing of sewage in whole or in part into the soil or into waters of
this Commonwealth or by means of conveyance to another site for final disposal.
Industrial waste—A liquid, gaseous, radioactive, solid or other substance, which is not
sewage, resulting from manufacturing or industry or other plant or works and mine
drainage, silt, coal mine solids, rock, debris, dirt and clay from coal mines, coal collieries,
breakers or other coal processing operations. The term includes substances whether or not
generally characterized as waste.
Lift pump—A submersible pump used to convey effluent to the sand filter and from the
sand filter to the chlorine/retention tank.
Municipality—A city, incorporated town, township, borough or home rule municipality
other than a county.

NSF—National Sanitation Foundation.
Official plan—A comprehensive plan for the provision of adequate sewage systems
adopted by a municipality possessing authority over the provision of the systems and
submitted to and approved by the Department as provided by the act and Chapter 71
(relating to administration of sewage facilities program).
Person—The term includes an individual; association; public or private corporation forprofit or not-for-profit; partnership; firm; trust; estate; department; board; bureau or agency
of the United States or the Commonwealth; political subdivision; municipality; district;
authority; or other legal entity which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and
duties. The term includes the members of an association, partnership or firm and the officers
of a local agency or municipal, public or private corporation for-profit or not-for-profit.
Qualified registered professional engineer—A person registered to practice engineering
in this Commonwealth who has experience in the characterization, classification, mapping
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and interpretation of soils as they relate to the function of onlot sewage disposal systems.
Qualified registered professional geologist—A person registered to practice geology in
this Commonwealth who has experience in the characterization, classification, mapping and
interpretation of soils as they relate to the function of onlot sewage disposal systems.
Qualified soil scientist—A person certified as a sewage enforcement officer and who has
documented 2 years' experience in the characterization, classification, mapping and
interpretation of soils as they relate to the function of onlot sewage disposal systems and
either a Bachelor of Science Degree in soils science from an accredited college or university
or certification by the American Registry of Certified Professionals in Agronomy, Crops
and Soils.
Retaining tank—A watertight receptacle which receives and retains sewage and is
designed and constructed to facilitate ultimate disposal of the sewage at another site. The
term includes the following:
(i) Chemical toilet. A permanent or portable nonflushing toilet using chemical
treatment in the retaining tank for odor control.
(ii) Holding tank. A tank, whether permanent or temporary, to which sewage is
conveyed by a water-carrying system.
(iii) Privy. A tank designed to receive sewage where water under pressure is not
available.
(iv) Incinerating toilet. A device capable of reducing waste materials to ashes.
(v) Composting toilet. A device for holding and processing human and organic kitchen
waste employing the process of biological degradation through the action of
microorganisms to produce a stable, humus-like material.
(vi) Recycling toilet. A device in which the flushing medium is restored to a condition
suitable for reuse in flushing.
Sewage—A substance that contains the waste products or excrement or other discharge
from the bodies of human beings or animals; a substance harmful to the public health, to
animal or aquatic life or to the use of water for domestic water supply or for recreation; or a
substance which constitutes pollution under The Clean Streams Law.
Sewage enforcement officer—An official of the local agency who reviews permit
applications and sewage facilities planning modules and issues permits as authorized by the
act and conducts the investigations and inspections that are necessary to implement the act
and regulations thereunder.
Sewage facilities—A system of sewage collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal
which will prevent the discharge of untreated or inadequately treated sewage or other waste
into waters of this Commonwealth or otherwise provide for the safe and sanitary treatment
and disposal of sewage or other waste. The term includes:
(i) Individual sewage system—A system of piping, tanks or other facilities serving a
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single lot and collecting and disposing of sewage in whole or in part into the soil or into
waters of this Commonwealth or by means of conveyance to another site for final disposal.
(A) Individual onlot sewage system—An individual sewage system which uses a
system of piping, tanks or other facilities for collecting, treating or disposing of sewage into
a soil absorption area or spray field or by retention in a retaining tank.
(B) Individual sewerage system—An individual sewage system which uses a method
of sewage collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal other than renovation in a soil
absorption area, or retention in a retaining tank.
(ii) Community sewage system—A sewage facility, whether publicly or privately
owned, for the collection of sewage from two or more lots, or two or more equivalent
dwelling units and the treatment or disposal, or both, of the sewage on one or more of the
lots or at another site.
(A) Community onlot sewage system—A community sewage system which uses a
system of piping, tanks or other facilities for collecting, treating and disposing of sewage
into a soil absorption area or retaining tank.
(B) Community sewerage system—A publicly or privately owned community sewage
system which uses a method of sewage collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal other
than renovation in a soil absorption area, or retention in a retaining tank.
Small flow treatment facility—An individual or community sewerage system designed to
adequately treat sewage flows not greater than 2,000 gpd for final disposal using a stream
discharge or other methods approved by the Department.
Soil horizon—A layer of soil approximately parallel to the soil surface with characteristics
produced by soil-forming processes.
Soil mottling (redoximorphic features)—A soil color pattern consisting of patches of
different colors or shades of color interspersed with the dominant soil color which results
from prolonged saturation of the soil.
Soil profile—The collection of soil horizons, including the natural organic layers on the
surface.
Solids retainer—A deflection device at the outlet tee or baffle of a septic tank designed to
deflect buoyed solids from escaping the tank.
Spray field—Piping, spray heads and ground surface to the outside edges of the wetted
perimeter, used for the application and treatment of the sewage effluent in an individual
residential spray irrigation system.
Treatment tank—A water-tight tank designed to retain sewage long enough for
satisfactory bacterial decomposition of the solids to take place. The term includes the
following:
(i) Septic tank—A treatment tank that provides for anaerobic decomposition of sewage
prior to its discharge to an absorption area.
ht p://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter73/chap73toc.html
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(ii) Aerobic sewage treatment tank—A mechanically aerated treatment tank that
provides aerobic biochemical stabilization of sewage prior to its discharge to an absorption
area.
Undisturbed soil—Soil or soil profile, unaltered by removal or other man-induced
changes, except for agricultural activities, that would adversely affect the siting or operation
of onlot systems.
Water of this Commonwealth—Rivers, streams, creeks, rivulets, impoundments, ditches,
water courses, storm sewers, lakes, dammed water, ponds, springs and other bodies or
channels of conveyance of surface and underground water, or any of their parts, whether
natural or artificial within or on the boundaries of this Commonwealth.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.1 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.1 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1 Pa.B.
1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August 30,
1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221905) to (221908).

Notes of Decisions
Treatment Tank
A county zoning board's description of a package treatment plant designed for twenty
mobile home units, piping effluent 800 feet to the nearest perennial running creek, appears
to fit the definition of aerobic sewage treatment tank in 25 Pa. Code § 73.1 (relating to
definitions). Voortman v. Bucks County Zoning Hearing Board, 343 A.2d 393 (Pa. Cmwlth.
1975).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.2. Scope.
This chapter applies to sewage enforcement officers administering the act, as well as to
persons installing individual onlot sewage systems or community onlot sewage systems as
defined in this chapter.

Authority
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The provisions of this § 73.2 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.2 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1 Pa.B.
1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August 30,
1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221909).

§ 73.3. Policy.
(a) A person planning or designing a facility or intending to utilize individual or
community sewage systems is advised of the importance of good water conservation
practices and the potential value of water conservation, recycle or reuse systems as a means
of prolonging the life of the sewage system, as well as ensuring the availability of adequate
water supplies in the future.
(b) When considering corrective measures for malfunctioning sewage disposal systems
which have been constructed in accordance with this chapter or applicable regulations at the
time of construction, the efforts of the local agency or the Department will not be restricted
by this chapter. It will be the policy of the Department and local agencies administering this
chapter to first consider all individual onlot and community onlot sewage systems described
in this chapter, excluding holding tanks, in the correction of existing malfunctions and,
when the systems cannot be constructed in accordance with this chapter, to provide the best
technical guidance possible in attempting to resolve existing pollution or environmental
health problems. When application of best technical guidance results in the absorption area
or spray field encroaching on the regulated isolation distance to a well, the proper well
abandonment procedure or the relocation of the well should be considered. The
requirements of § 72.33 (relating to well distance exemption) may be waived at the
discretion of the local agency. This policy will not limit or preclude the use of experimental
systems as provided in § § 73.71 and 73.72 (relating to experimental sewage systems; and
alternate sewage systems), small flow treatment systems permitted under the Clean Streams
Law or, when no other alternatives are available, holding tanks.
(c) The Department recognizes the existence of technologies related to onlot sewage
disposal which are not specifically addressed in this chapter as well as technologies from
other disciplines which may be applied to the design or construction of an onlot sewage
disposal system. Experimental sewage system permits provide a method for the testing and
evaluation of new concepts and technologies applicable to onlot disposal in this
Commonwealth. Experimental permits may be limited in number on a Statewide basis. The
Department will determine the number of experimental permits that may be issued for a
specific experimental technology or design. An experimental onlot sewage disposal system
permit shall be required for all technologies, methods, system components, systems and
designs the Department deems experimental. Alternate sewage systems provide a
classification for innovative and alternative technology which has been developed through
the experimental program, by application of existing technologies from other disciplines or
through technological advances from other areas of the United States. The alternate sewage
system permit will provide a method for utilizing proven technologies within this
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Commonwealth without constant changes to this chapter. Systems shall be permitted only
where it is demonstrated that the proposed system will protect the public health and prevent
pollution of the waters of this Commonwealth.
Authority
The provisions of this § 73.3 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 73.3 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1 Pa.B.
1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August 30,
1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221909) to (221910).
Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.33 (relating to well isolation distance exemption).

GENERAL SITE LOCATION AND ABSORPTION AREA
REQUIREMENTS
§ 73.11. General.
(a) No person may install, and no sewage enforcement officer may issue a permit for or
approve, a sewage system which violates this chapter.
(b) A structure may not be occupied before the sewage system is finally inspected,
approved and covered. Except when the sewage enforcement officer requires a change to
the installation schedule because of weather and soil conditions, the permit may be modified
with conditions to be established by the local agency to allow use of a septic tank as a
temporary holding tank. In these instances, § § 71.61 and 71.63(b)(1) and (2), (c)(1) and
(2), 73.61 and 73.62(b) do not apply. Absorption areas shall be covered by the permittee
within 5-calendar days after final inspection and approval to prevent damage.
(c) Liquid wastes, including kitchen and laundry wastes and water softener backwash,
shall be discharged to a treatment tank. A sewage system may not discharge untreated or
partially treated sewage to the surface of the ground or into the waters of this
Commonwealth except as specifically permitted under sections 202 and 207 of the Clean
Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.202 and 691.207) and individual residential spray irrigation
systems permitted by local agencies under section 7.3 of the act (35 P. S. § 750.7c).
(d) Where additional absorption area is installed to increase the total area of an existing
system and flows are generated from a common treatment tank, loading per square foot of
the new area and the existing area shall be equal.
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(e) Discharge from roof gutters, foundation drainage, floor drains not from sewage
generating connections and surface runoff may not be discharged to a treatment tank; nor
may the discharges be permitted to flow over an absorption area or spray fields.
(f) The discharge of inadequately disinfected effluent or the discharge of effluent in a
manner inconsistent with the system design specifications from an individual residential
spray irrigation system shall constitute a nuisance.
Authority
The provisions of this § 73.11 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 73.11 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended January 9, 1987, effective January 10, 1987, 17
Pa.B. 172; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221910) to (221911).
Notes of Decisions
For the construction of a sewage disposal system, the provisions of 25 Pa. Code § 73.11
(c) (relating to overall requirements) and 25 Pa. Code § 73.71(b)(5) (relating to standard
trenches) require at least 6 feet between the soil surface and the seasonal high water table.
Department of Environmental Resources v. Flynn, 344 A.2d 720 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1975).
A property owner acquired a vested right in a municipal permit, even though it was issued
on the basis of a mistake in the seasonal highwater table, where he had exercised due
diligence and good faith in attempting to comply with the law and had expended substantial
unrecoverable funds and where no appeal had been taken from the issuance of the permit
and there was insufficient evidence to prove that public health and safety would be
adversely affected by use of the permit. Department of Environmental Resources v. Flynn,
344 A.2d 720 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1975).
Testimony as to excavations in nearby lots does not satisfy the applicant's burden of
proving what soil conditions exist beneath the proposed excavation and the mere possibility
that pollution could result from the installation of the proposed sewage disposal system
would be enough to justify the regulations. Department of Environmental Resources v.
Metzger, 347 A.2d 743 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1975).
The fact that the Department of Environmental Resources tests indicated that the soil
suitability was marginal and that the Department of Environmental Resources granted a
permit for a proposed experimental sewer system did not place any liability on the
Department of Environmental Resources or on the Township when the system
malfunctioned. Londonderry Township v. Geyer, 537 A.2d 377 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1988).
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Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks).

§ 73.12. Site location.
(a) A proposed absorption area or spray field having the following characteristics shall be
considered unsuitable for the installation of an onlot system or an individual residential
spray irrigation system and a permit shall be denied where:
(1) The slope of the proposed absorption area or spray field is greater than 25%.
(2) The area is identified by completed Federal Flood Insurance mapping as a floodway.
Where there is no flood mapping, a flood way extends 50 feet from the top of the stream
bank as determined by the local agency. This paragraph is not applicable to spray fields.
(3) One or more rock outcrops exist within the proposed absorption area.
(4) In areas underlain by limestone, depressions left by earlier sinkholes exist either in
whole or in part within the proposed absorption area or spray field.
(b) Absorption areas or spray fields may not be placed in or on fill unless the fill has
remained in place for a minimum of 4 years to allow restoration of natural permeability.
The fill shall be composed of clean mineral soil and meet the provisions of § 73.14
(relating to site investigation).
(c) Absorption areas or spray fields shall be sited only in or on undisturbed soils.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.12 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.12 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221911).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); and 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.13. Minimum horizontal isolation distances
(a) Minimum horizontal isolation distances shown in subsections (b)—(e) shall be
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maintained between the sewage disposal system and the features itemized except as
provided by § 72.33 (relating to well isolation distance exemption). If conditions warrant,
greater isolation distances may be required.
(b) The minimum horizontal isolation distances between the features named and treatment
tanks, dosing tanks, lift pump tanks, filter tanks and chlorine contact/storage tanks shall
comply with the following:
(1) Property line, easement or right-of-way-10 feet.
(2) Occupied buildings, swimming pools and driveways-10 feet.
(3) An individual water supply or water supply system suction line-50 feet.
(4) Water supply line under pressure-10 feet.
(5) Streams, lakes or other surface waters-25 feet.
(6) A cistern used as a water supply-25 feet.
(c) The following minimum horizontal isolation distances shall be maintained between the
features named and the perimeter of the aggregate in the absorption area:
(1) Property line, easement or right-of-way-10 feet.
(2) Occupied buildings, swimming pools and driveways-10 feet.
(3) An individual water supply or water supply system suction line-100 feet.
(4) Water supply line under pressure-10 feet.
(5) Streams, water courses, lakes, ponds or other surface water-50 feet (for the purposes
of this chapter wetlands are not surface waters).
(6) Other active onlot systems-5 feet.
(7) Surface drainageways-10 feet.
(8) Mine subsidence areas, mine bore holes or sink holes-100 feet.
(9) Rock outcrop or identified shallow pinnacle-10 feet.
(10) Natural or manmade slope greater than 25%-10 feet.
(11) A cistern used as a water supply-25 feet.
(12) Detention basins, retention basins and stormwater seepage beds-10 feet.
(d) The following minimum horizontal isolation distances shall be maintained between the
features named and the wetted perimeter of the spray field:
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(1) Property lines, easements or right of ways-25 feet.
(2) Occupied buildings and swimming pools-100 feet.
(3) An individual water supply or water supply suction line-100 feet.
(4) A cistern used as a water supply-25 feet.
(5) Water supply line under pressure-10 feet.
(6) Streams, watercourses, lakes, ponds or other surface waters-50 feet. For the
purposes of this chapter wetlands are not surface waters.
(7) Mine subsidence, boreholes, sinkholes-100 feet.
(8) Roads or driveways-25 feet.
(9) Unoccupied buildings-25 feet.
(10) Rock outcrop-25 feet.
(e) The area within the wetted perimeter of the spray field may not be sited over an
unsuitable soil profile.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.13 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.13 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508.

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 72.32 (relating to sales contracts); 25 Pa. Code § 72.33 (relating to well isolation
distance exemption); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.14. Site investigation.
(a) Absorption area. Soil tests to determine the presence of a limiting zone and the capacity
of the soil to permit the passage of water shall be conducted prior to permit issuance.
(1) On all locations where the installation of an absorption area is proposed, at least one
excavation for examination of the soil profile shall be provided.
(2) The depth of the excavation shall be to the top of the limiting zone, or a maximum of
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7 feet.
(3) All soil profile excavations shall be conducted within 10 feet of the proposed
absorption area. A description of the soil profile shall be recorded on the site investigation
and percolation test report form for onlot disposal of sewage issued by the Department.
(4) Where soil has been removed by grading or excavation, the surface of the undisturbed
soil shall be considered to be the point from which the depth to limiting zone is measured.
Excavatating soil to system installation depth for the purpose of installing the system may
not be considered disturbing the soil.
(5) When the examination of the soil profile reveals a limiting zone within 20 inches of
the mineral soil surface, percolation tests may not be conducted and a permit will be denied
except as provided in § 73.77 (relating to general requirements for bonded disposal
systems).
(6) Where examination of the soil profile reveals the absence of a limiting zone within 20
inches of the mineral soil surface, percolation tests shall be performed within the proposed
absorption area. The average percolation rate shall be within the range indicated in § 73.16
(relating to absorption area requirements).
(7) The location and depth to the limiting zone of all soil profile excavations and the
location of all percolation tests conducted on a lot shall be indicated on the plot plan of the
Application for Sewage Disposal System issued by the Department or attached diagram.
(b) Spray field.
(1) Soil tests to determine the presence of a limiting zone shall be conducted prior to
permit issuance.
(2) A minimum of 4 soil profile evaluations shall be evenly spaced within 10 feet of the
perimeter of the proposed spray field when the spray field is less than or equal to 20,000
square feet.
(3) Spray fields in excess of 20,000 square feet shall be evaluated by evenly spacing the
soil profiles within 10 feet of the perimeter of the proposed spray field at intervals of 100
feet or less.
(4) The soil profile information collected within the proposed spray field area shall be
considered in the design and permitting of the system. Additional soils profiles, both on the
perimeter or within the proposed spray field, may be required when the sewage enforcement
officer identifies trends in the soils profiles or surface features which document variable
soils conditions in the area of the proposed spray field. These trends include, but are not
limited to, unsuitable soil areas mixed with suitable soils within the proposed site and
surface features such as rock outcrops, mine subsidence, boreholes and sinkholes.
(5) Soil profiles shall be evaluated to the depth of bedrock, or rock formation or 40 inches
whichever is shallower.
(6) When the examination of the soil profile reveals a limiting zone of a seasonal high
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water table within 10 inches of the mineral soil surface or a limiting zone as indicated by
bedrock or coarse fragments with insufficient fine soil to fill voids that are located within 16
inches of the mineral soil surface, a permit for an individual residential spray irrigation
system will be denied.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.14 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.14 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508; amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996, 26 Pa.B. 5347;
amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately
preceding text appears at serial pages (221912) to (221913).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.12 (relating to site location); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.15. Percolation tests.
Percolation tests shall be conducted in accordance with the following procedure:
(1) Number and location. Six or more tests shall be made in separate test holes spaced
uniformly over the proposed absorption area site.
(2) Results. Percolation holes located within the proposed absorption area shall be used in
the calculation of the arithmetic average percolation rate.
(3) Type of hole. Holes having a uniform diameter of 6 to 10 inches shall be bored or dug
as follows:
(i) To the depth of the proposed absorption area, where the limiting zone is 60 inches or
more from the mineral soil surface.
(ii) To a depth of 20 inches if the limiting zone is identified as seasonal high water
table, whether perched or regional; rock formation; other stratum; or other soil condition
which is so slowly permeable that it effectively limits downward passage of effluent,
occurring at less than 60 inches from the mineral soil surface.
(iii) To a depth 8 inches above the limiting zone or 20 inches, whichever is less, if the
limiting zone is identified as rock with open joints or with fractures or solution channels, or
as masses of loose rock fragments including gravel with insufficient fine soil to fill the
voids between the fragments, occurring at less than 60 inches from the mineral soil surface.
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(4) Preparation. The bottom and sides of the hole shall be scarified with a knife blade or
sharp-pointed instrument to completely remove any smeared soil surfaces and to provide a
natural soil interface into which water may percolate. Loose material shall be removed from
the hole. Two inches of coarse sand or fine gravel shall be placed in the bottom of the hole
to protect the soil from scouring and clogging of the pores.
(5) Procedure for presoaking. Holes shall be presoaked, according to the following
procedure, to approximate normal wet weather or in-use conditions in the soil:
(i) Initial presoak. Holes shall be filled with water to a minimum depth of 12 inches
over the gravel and allowed to stand undisturbed for 8 to 24 hours prior to the percolation
test.
(ii) Final presoak. Immediately before the percolation test, water shall be placed in the
hole to a minimum depth of 6 inches over the gravel and readjusted every 30 minutes for 1
hour.
(6) Determination of measurement interval. The drop in the water level during the last 30
minutes of the final presoaking period shall be applied to the following standard to
determine the time interval between readings for each percolation hole:
(i) If water remains in the hole, the interval for readings during the percolation test shall
be 30 minutes.
(ii) If no water remains in the hole, the interval for readings during the percolation test
may be reduced to 10 minutes.
(7) Measurement. After the final presoaking period, water in the hole shall again be
adjusted to approximately 6 inches over the gravel and readjusted when necessary after each
reading.
(i) Measurement to the water level in the individual percolation holes shall be made
from a fixed reference point and shall continue at the interval determined from paragraph
(6) for each individual percolation hole until a minimum of eight readings are completed or
until a stabilized rate of drop is obtained whichever occurs first. A stabilized rate of drop
means a difference of 1/4 inch or less of drop between the highest and lowest readings of
four consecutive readings.
(ii) The drop that occurs in the final period in percolation test holes, expressed as
minutes per inch, shall be used to calculate the arithmetic average percolation rate.
(iii) When the rate of drop in a percolation test is too slow to obtain a measurable rate,
the rate of 240 minutes per inch shall be assigned to that hole for use in calculating the
arithmetic average percolation rate. The absorption area may be placed over holes with no
measurable rate when the average percolation rate for the proposed absorption area is within
the limits established in § 73.16 (relating to absorption and spray field area requirements),
Table A.
(iv) When a percolation test hole is dry at the end of a 10 minute testing interval, that
hole may not be used in the calculation of the arithmetic average percolation rate. If 1/3 or
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more of the percolation test holes are dry at the end of a 10 minute testing interval, the
proposed absorption area may not be designed or installed over these holes unless the local
agency determines that an anomaly caused the fast percolation rate and a retest of the area is
within the acceptable percolation rate limits. If no anomaly is discovered, the local agency
may accept the percolation test results from the remaining holes if the results are
supplemented with the results of additional percolation testing conducted outside of the area
in which the dry percolation holes were found.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.15 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.15 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508; amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996, 26 Pa.B. 5347;
amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately
preceding text appears at serial pages (221913) to (221915).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); and 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.54 (relating to subsurface sand filters).

§ 73.16. Absorption and spray field area requirements.
(a) General. Absorption areas and spray fields for single family dwellings not served by a
community sewage system shall be designed based on a minimum flow of 400 gpd for all
dwellings having three bedrooms or less. The minimum flow of 400 gpd shall be increased
by 100 gpd for each bedroom over three.
(b) Absorption areas.
(1) Only the bottom of the aggregate area of the bed or trench shall be used in calculating
absorption area requirements.
(2) Absorption area requirements for single family dwellings served by a community
sewage system and for apartments or nonresidential establishments served by an individual
onlot or community onlot sewage system shall be designed based on flows listed in § 73.17
(relating to sewage flows) for the type of facility to be served.
(3) For nonresidential establishments, a volume of 200 gpd shall be the minimum volume
used in calculating the size of the absorption area.
(c) Required absorption area. Table A shall be used in calculating the square footage of
absorption area required based on flows determined in subsections (a) and (b). Table A
includes allowances for garbage grinders, automatic washing machines or dishwashers and
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water softeners.

(d) Substitute. When a substitute for aggregate, such as a leaching chamber, large diameter
pipe, or other material or device, is used in the absorption area, subsection (b)(1) applies.

TABLE A
Minimum Aggregate Absorption Area
Requirements for Treatment Tank
Effluent:
Square Feet of Aggregate Area Per Gallon Per Day
Average Percolation All Systems Except
Rate
Elevated Sand Mounds
Expressed as
and Subsurface Sand Filters
Minute Per Inch

Subsurface Sand

Less than 3.0 D
3 - 5c

Unsuitable

Unsuitable

Unsuitable

1.50AB

6 - 15 c1.19B
(Avg. Perc Rate - 15) x
16 - 30C
(0.040) + 1.19 B
(Avg. Perc Rate - 30) x
31 - 45 c
(0.030) + 1.79 B
(Avg. Perc Rate - 45) x
46 - 60c
(0.028) + 2.24 B
(Avg. Perc Rate - 60) x
61 - 90c
(0.023) + 2.66A
91 - 120AcD

Unsuitable

121 - 150 cD

Unsuitable

151 - 180 cDUnsuitable
Greater than 181 CD

Unsuitable

Filters and
Elevated Sand Mounds

1.50AB
1.50AB
(Avg. Perc Rate - 30) x (0.026) +
1.50AB
(Avg. Perc Rate - 45) x (0.022) +
1.89 A
(Avg. Perc Rate - 60) x (0.020) +
2.22A
(Avg. Perc Rate - 90) x (0.017) +
2.82A
((Avg. Perc Rate - 120) x (0.015) +
3.33) (1.05)A
((Avg. Perc Rate - 150) x (0.014) +
3.78) (1.10)A
Unsuitable

A Pressure dosing required.
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B One third reduction may be permitted for use of an aerobic tank.
C May be considered for experimental or alternate proposals.
D Unsuitable for subsurface sand filters.

(e) Spray fields. Table B shall be used in calculating the square footage of spray fields
based on flows determined in Subsection (a). Table B includes allowances for garbage
grinders, automatic washing machines, dishwashers and water softeners.

TABLE B

Depth To Water
Table

Slope Required Spray Field Area (Ft 2 )
Additional Area Per
3 Bedroom
Bedroom
Home

10 to 40 inches

<=12% 40,000

10,000

>12% 80,000
<=12% 15,000
>12% 30,000
<=12% 20,000
>12% 40,000
<=12% 10,000
>12% 20,000

20,000
3,750
7,500
5,000
10,000
2,500
5,000

Soil Characteristics
Depth To
Rock
16 to 20
inches

>40 inches
>20 inches

10 to 20 inches
>20 inches

Authority

The provisions of this § 73.16 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source

The provisions of this § 73.16 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877;
corrected November 21, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 6079. Immediately preceding text appears at serial
pages (221915) to (221916) and (217317) to (217318).
Cross References

This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.52 (relating to content requirements—new land
development revisions); 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 72.22 (relating to permit issue); 25 Pa. Code § 73.14 (relating to site investigation); 25
Pa. Code § 73.15 (relating to percolation tests); 25 Pa. Code § 73.54 (relating to subsurface
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sand filters); 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.163
(relating to spray fields).
§ 73.17. Sewage flows.

(a) The flow figures in this subsection and subsection (b) are peak daily flows for the
design of community onlot sewage systems. These flow figures are not intended to be used
for the calculation of flows for the design of community sewerage systems or for the
allocation of flows related to community sewerage systems. Design and permit sewage
flows for a community sewerage system are to be calculated using the procedures
established in the Department's "Domestic Wastewater Facilities Manual." The sewage
flow from single family dwellings served by a community onlot sewage system or from
apartments, rooming houses, hotels and motels served byan individual or community
sewage system shall be determined from the following table:
Type of Establishment
Residential
Hotels and motels
Multiple family dwellings and apartments, including townhouses,
duplexes and condominiums
Rooming houses (per unit)
Single family residences

Gallons/Unit/day
Gallons/unit BOD/unit
.30
100

400

1.13

200
400*

.60
.90

*For units of 3 bedrooms or less; for each bedroom over 3, add 100 gallons.
(b) The sewage flow, which shall exclude any industrial waste, for nonresidential
establishments served by an individual or community sewage system shall be determined
from the following table:
Type of Establishment
Commercial
Airline catering (per meal served)
Airports (per passenger—not including food)
Airports (per employe)
One licensed operator Beauty shops
Bus service areas not including food (per patron and employe)
Country clubs not including food (per patron and employe)
Drive-in theaters (not including food—per space)
Factories and plants exclusive of industrial wastes (per employe)
Laundries, self-service (gallons/washer)
Mobile home parks, independent (per space)
Movie theaters (not including food, per auditorium seat)
Offices (per employe)
Restaurants (toilet and kitchen wastes per patron)
(Additional for bars and cocktail lounges)
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.03
3
5
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10
200
5
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30
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10
.08
35
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Restaurants (kitchen and toilet wastes, single-service
utensils/person)
Restaurants (kitchen waste only, single-service utensils/patron)
Stores (per public toilet)
Warehouses (per employe)
Work or construction camps (semipermanent) with flush toilets
(per employe)
Work or construction camps (semipermanent) without flush toilets
(per employe)
Institutional
Churches (per seat)
Churches (additional kitchen waste per meal served)

8.5

.03

3
400
35

.01
2.00

50

.17

35

.02

3
3

Type of Establishment
Gallons/day BOD/day
Institutional
1.5
Churches (additional with paper service per meal served)
.20
300
Hospitals (per bed space, with laundry)
220
Hospitals (per bed space, without laundry)
20
Institutional food service (per meal)
.17
125
Institutions other than hospitals (per bed space)
.17
100
Schools, boarding (per resident)
Schools, day (without cafeterias, gyms or showers per student and
.04
15
employe)
Schools, day (with cafeterias, but no gym or showers per student
.08
20
and employe)
Schools, day (with cafeterias, gym and showers per student and
.10
25
employe)
Recreational and Seasonal
.12
10
Camps, day (no meals served)
Camps, hunting and summer residential (night and day) with
.12
50
limited plumbing including water-carried toilet wastes (per person)
.50
Campgrounds, with individual sewer and water hookup (per space) 100
Campgrounds with water hookup only and/or central comfort
.50
50
station which includes water-carried toilet wastes (per space)
Fairgrounds and parks, picnic—with bathhouses, showers, and
.06
15
flush toilets (per person)
.06
5
Fairgrounds and parks, picnic (toilet wastes only, per person)
.06
10
Swimming pools and bathhouses (per person)
(c) Actual water meter or sewer meter flow data indicating peak daily flows different than
those shown in this section over a 1-year period for a similar nonresidential establishment
may be accepted for use in sizing the onlot disposal system. If average daily flows are used,
the peak daily flow shall be calculated by multiplying the average daily flow by two.
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(d) Establishments with food preparation facilities are required to install adequately
designed pretreatment units and traps to reduce greases and biological oxygen demand
(BOD) prior to discharge to an individual or community sewage system.
Authority

The provisions of this § 73.17 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source

The provisions of this § 73.17 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217318) to (217320).
Cross References

This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.52 (relating to content requirements—new land
development revisions); 25 Pa. Code § 72.22 (relating to permit issuance); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.16 (relating to absorption area requirement); 25 Pa. Code § 73.31 (relating to
standards for septic tanks); 25 Pa. Code § 73.32 (relating to standards for aerobic treatment
tanks); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

BUILDING SEWERS
§ 73.21. Specifications.

(a) Building sewers shall be constructed of a durable material acceptable to the
Department or the local agency.
(b) The local agency may restrict the type of materials used by code, ordinance or
resolution and shall notify the applicant when restrictions are imposed.
(c) When the average daily flow of sewage from an establishment is 1,000 gallons or less,
building sewers shall be at least 3 inches in diameter unless otherwise specified by local
plumbing or building codes. When the average daily flow exceeds 1,000 gpd, all building
sewers shall be at least 6 inches in diameter unless otherwise specified by local plumbing or
building codes.
(d) Cleanouts shall be provided at the junction of the building drain and building sewer.
(e) Cleanouts shall be provided at intervals of not more than 100 feet.
(f) Bends ahead of the treatment tank shall be limited to 45° or less where possible. If 90°
bends cannot be avoided, they shall be made with two 45° bends.
(g) The grade of the building sewer shall be at least 1/8 inch per foot; however, the grade
of the 10 feet of building sewer immediately preceding the treatment tank may not exceed
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1/4 inch per foot.

(h) Building sewers shall be constructed with watertight joints, shall be of sufficient
strength to withstand imposed loads and installed on material suitable for preventing
damage from settling.
(i) The building sewer shall be installed to allow continuous venting of the treatment tank
through the main building stack unless otherwise specified by local plumbing or building
codes.
(j) Building sewers shall be connected to treatment tanks by means of watertight
mechanical seals or hydraulic grouting. Use of Portland cement grouting is not permitted.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.21 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.21 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (217320).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.22. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.22 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (47884).

§ 73.23. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.23 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (30802).
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TREATMENT TANKS

§ 73.31. Standards for septic tanks.
(a) Capacity.
(1) The minimum liquid septic tank capacity for any installation is 900 gallons.
(2) For single-family dwelling units, not served by a community onlot system, a
minimum daily flow of 400 gpd shall be used to determine required septic tank capacity.
This figure shall be increased by 100 gallons for each additional bedroom over three. The
daily flow indicated provides for use of garbage grinders, automatic washing machines,
dishwashers and water softeners.
(3) The minimum septic tank capacity shall be calculated from the following table using
estimated sewage flows from paragraph (2), or § 73.17(a)—(c) (relating to sewage flows):

Design flow Tank capacity
(gallons per (gallons)
day)
(3.5 x flow exceeding 400 gpd) + (900)
0-500
(1.50 x flow exceeding 500 gpd) + (1,250)
500-5,000
5,000-7,500 (1.45 x flow exceeding 5,000 gpd) + (8,000)
7,500-10,000 (1.35 x flow exceeding 7,500 gpd) + (11,625)
over 10,000 (1.50 x the daily flow)
Note: Septic tanks may be connected in series to attain required capacity.
(b) Construction.
(1) Tanks shall be watertight and constructed of sound and durable material not subject to
excessive corrosion or decay.
(i) Precast concrete tanks shall have a minimum wall thickness of 2 1/2 inches and be
adequately reinforced.
(ii) Precast slabs used as covers shall have a thickness of at least 3 inches and be
adequately reinforced.
(iii) Tanks having a liquid capacity of 5,000 gallons or less may not be constructed of
blocks, bricks or similar masonry construction.
(iv) Tanks having a capacity in excess of 5,000 gallons may be constructed onsite to
meet the standards of the National Concrete Masonry Association for reinforcement and
waterproofing as listed in the most recent edition of its publication "Concrete Masonry
Foundation Walls," copyright 1957 NCMA.
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(v) Steel tanks shall meet United States Department of Commerce Standards 177-62.
(2) The depth of liquid in any tank or its compartments shall be:
(i) Not less than 2 1/2 nor more than 5 feet for tanks having a liquid capacity of 600
gallons or less.
(ii) Not less than 3 feet nor more than 7 feet for tanks having a liquid capacity of more
than 600 gallons.
(3) No tank or compartment may have an inside horizontal dimension less than 36 inches.
(4) Septic tank installations shall consist of tanks with multiple compartments or multiple
tanks. The first compartment or tank shall have at least the same capacity as the second but
may not exceed twice the capacity of the second. Tanks or compartments shall be connected
in series and may not exceed four in number in any one installation.
(c) Inlet and outlet connections.
(1) The bottom of the inlet shall be a minimum of 3 inches above the bottom of the outlet.
(2) Inlet baffles or vented tees shall extend below the liquid level at least 6 inches.
Penetration of the inlet device may not exceed that of the outlet device.
(3) The outlet baffles or vented tees of each tank or compartment shall extend below the
liquid surface to a distance equal to 40% of the liquid depth. Penetration of outlet baffles or
tees in horizontal cylindrical tanks shall be equal to 35% of the liquid depth.
(4) The inlet and outlet baffles or vented tees shall extend above liquid depth to
approximately 1 inch from the top of the tank. Venting shall be provided between
compartments and each tank.
(5) The outlet baffles or vented tees of the last compartment or tank shall be equipped
with a solids retainer.
(d) Treatment tank access.
(1) Access to each tank or compartment of the tank shall be provided by a manhole with
an inside dimension of at least 20 inches square (20 x 20) or in diameter, with a removable
cover. The top of the tank containing the manhole or the top of a manhole extension may
not be more than 12 inches below grade level. If access is extended to grade, the access
cover shall be airtight. Grade level access covers shall be secured by bolts or locking
mechanisms, or have sufficient weight to prevent unauthorized access.
(2) The ground shall slope away from any access extended to grade level.
(e) Inspection port. A maximum 4-inch diameter inspection port with sealed cover shall be
installed to grade level above the inlet tee.
Authority
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The provisions of this § 73.31 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.31 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
except subsection (b)(4) effective January 7, 1998, 27 Pa.B. 5877; corrected November 21,
1997, 27 Pa.B. 6079. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217321) to
(217323).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.45 (relating to dosing tanks); 25 Pa. Code § 73.62
(relating to standards for holding tanks); 25 Pa. Code § 73.63 (relating to standards for
privies); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.32. Standards for aerobic treatment tanks.
(a) Capacity shall comply with the following:
(1) The rated treatment capacity of an aerobic treatment tank shall be specified by the
manufacturer. The manufacturer's data shall be in conformance with the approved test
sequence and protocol in subsection (b).
(2) The minimum manufacturer's rated treatment capacity of an aerobic treatment tank
approved under this section is 400 gpd.
(3) For single family dwelling units not served by a community system, a minimum daily
flow of 400 gpd shall be used to determine required aerobic tank capacity. This figure shall
be increased by 100 gallons for each additional bedroom over three. The daily flow
indicated provides for use of garbage grinders, automatic washing machines, dishwashers
and water softeners.
(4) For all other installations, the rated treatment capacity shall meet or exceed the
estimated daily sewage flow as determined from § 73.17(a), (b) or (c) (relating to sewage
flows).
(b) Testing and approval shall comply with the following:
(1) Aerobic treatment tanks serving single family dwellings, or establishments, with
flows of 1,500 gpd or less shall bear the seal of the NSF indicating testing and approval by
that agency under Standard No. 40.
(2) Units tested and awarded a seal under other than the current standard shall be
approved for use until expiration of the seal. Units initially submitted for testing or
resubmitted for testing shall be approved under the version of Standard No. 40 in effect at
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that time.

(3) Aerobic treatment tanks serving establishments with flows exceeding 1,500 gpd shall
either:
(i) Have NSF certification under Criteria C-9.
(ii) Have performance data certified by NSF under the provisions of that agency's
Standard Performance Evaluation Method.
(c) The Department will provide local agencies with a current list of aerobic sewage
treatment tanks that have been found to be in conformance with the Department's standard.
(d) Multiple aerobic treatment tanks connected for the purpose of achieving required
hydraulic capacity shall only be permitted where the tanks are connected in parallel. All
tanks shall have equal capacity and receive equal loading.
(e) Every aerobic sewage treatment tank shall be equipped with a visual and audible alarm
system which shall be designed to respond to any electrical or mechanical failure or
malfunction of the tank or any component thereof.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.32 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.32 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217323) to (217324).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.33. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.33 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (30803)
to (30804).
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§ 73.34. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.34 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (30804).

§ 73.35. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.35 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (30804).

DOSING AND DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS
§ 73.41. General.
Effluent from the treatment tank shall be discharged to the dosing tank, to the distribution
box or directly to the absorption area through a watertight line a minimum of 3 inches in
diameter unless otherwise specified by local plumbing or building codes. All lines shall be
placed on a minimum grade of at least 1/4 inch per foot, sloping away from the treatment
tank. Where a distribution box is used, the lines from that box to the laterals shall meet the
same standard. If a free access sand filter or buried sand filter is used, the lines from the
treatment tank to the pump station and the filter tank to a lift station or chlorine contact tank
or storage tank shall meet the standards of this section. Connections of lines to tanks and
distribution boxes shall be made using water tight mechanical seals or hydraulic grouting.
Use of Portland cement grouting material is not permitted.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.41 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.41 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November
7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at
serial page (217325).
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Notes of Decisions
Treatment Tank
Under this section, aerobic sewage treatment tanks may only be installed on an
experimental basis, and only then, subject to the approval and continuing review of the
Department. Voortman v. Bucks County Zoning Hearing Board, 343 A.2d 393 (Pa. Cmwlth.
1975).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.42. Gravity distribution.
(a) Gravity distribution may be used in all instances, except where prohibited by § 73.43
(relating to pressurized distribution).
(b) The distribution system shall be arranged to provide for uniform distribution of the
effluent.
(c) The flow shall be equally divided between individual laterals of a trench system or
between seepage beds by use of a distribution box.
(d) The flow shall be divided between individual laterals in a seepage bed by a distribution
box or by an unperforated pipe header connecting all laterals within the bed. Where
distribution is via an unperforated pipe header, the terminal ends of all individual laterals
shall also be connected with unperforated pipe.
(e) Distribution boxes shall comply with the following:
(1) When a distribution box is used, it shall be installed level to provide equal distribution
of treatment tank effluent to each line. For testing purposes, the person responsible for the
installation shall provide an adequate amount of water to check the level of the inlet and
outlet lines.
(2) Construction shall comply with the following:
(i) Distribution boxes shall have removable covers.
(ii) Each lateral shall be connected separately to the distribution box.
(iii) The bottom of all outlets shall be at the same elevation, and the bottom of the inlet
shall be at least 1 inch above the bottom of the outlet. The bottom of the outlet shall be at
least 4 inches above the bottom of the distribution box.
(iv) Baffles shall comply with the following:
(A) A baffle shall be installed in the distribution box in the event that treatment tank
effluent is discharged to the distribution box by a pump or siphon.
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(B) The baffle shall be perpendicular to the inlet, be secured to the bottom of the box
and extend vertically to a point level with the crown of the inlet pipe.
(v) A tee or elbow directed toward the bottom of the distribution box may be
substituted for the baffle required by subparagraph (iv).
(3) Distribution boxes shall be installed on an adequate base of undisturbed or properly
compacted earth or aggregate outside of the absorption area. Lightweight nonconcrete
distribution boxes shall be anchored or otherwise secured to prevent shifting after
installation. Adjustable distribution box weirs may be used on the outlet of the box.
(f) Laterals shall be a minimum of 3 inches in diameter unless a larger diameter is
specified by local plumbing or building codes. Bends used in the disposal field shall be
made with standard fittings.
(g) The maximum length of individual laterals employing gravity distribution is 100 feet.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.42 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.42 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November
7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at
serial pages (217325) to (217326).

§ 73.43. Pressurized distribution.
Pressurized distribution is required in the following instances:
(1) All elevated sand mounds.
(2) When the percolation rate exceeds 60 minutes/inch.
(3) All systems having a total absorption area in excess of 2,500 square feet.
(4) Individual residential spray irrigation system spray fields and buried sand filters.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.43 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
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The provisions of this § 73.43 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November
7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at
serial pages (217326) to (217327).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.42 (relating to gravity distribution); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.46 (relating to dosing pumps); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.44. Pressurized distribution design.
(a) General requirements are as follows:
(1) The piping used in a pressurized effluent system shall have watertight joints.
(2) Systems using pressure distribution shall meet the general requirements of § § 73.52,
73.53, 73.55, and 73.166.
(3) Delivery pipes from dosing pumps shall be installed to facilitate drainage of the
distribution piping back to the dosing tank between doses.
(b) Seepage beds of 2,500 square feet or less shall meet the following design standards.
(1) Conveyance of effluent from the dosing tank to the absorption area shall be through a
delivery pipe sized to minimize friction loss. Check valves shall be prohibited on delivery
pipes. Where the system designer determines that water hammer may be a problem, thrust
blocks may be installed on delivery pipes.
(2) When equally sized absorption areas are dosed simultaneously, a header pipe shall be
used to connect the delivery pipe from the tank to the manifolds. The header pipe shall be
sized to minimize friction loss. Effluent application rates per square foot of absorption areas
served by a common header shall have a maximum design variation of 10%. If the distance
from the treatment tank to the absorption area would cause excessive backflow into the
dosing tank, a transfer tank may be used between the treatment tank or storage tank and
dosing tank.
(3) Distribution of effluent to the individual laterals shall be by a central manifold
extending into the absorption area from the delivery pipe or header. The manifold shall have
the following minimum diameters:

Sq. ft. of Absorption Area Minimum Manifold Diameter
1 1/2"
200 to 1,199
2"
1,200 to 2,500
(4) Laterals shall be extended from both sides of the manifold by opposing tees or a
double sanitary tee.
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(5) Laterals shall consist of 1 1/2 inch diameter pipe, with holes placed along the bottom
of the pipe; an end cap shall be cemented on the terminal end of the lateral. Minimum hole
size shall be 1/4 inch.
(6) The first hole in the lateral shall be 3 feet from the manifold. Additional holes shall be
placed 6 feet on center with the last hole placed directly in the end cap.
(7) The maximum length of a lateral from the manifold to the end cap shall be 51 feet and
contain nine holes.
(8) The location and spacing of the laterals shall conform to § 73.53(3)—(6) (relating to
seepage beds).
(9) Opposing laterals may not differ in length by more than 6 feet.
(10) When less than the maximum length of lateral is used, as described in paragraph (7),
the lateral shall be shortened in 6-foot sections with hole spacing maintained as required in
paragraph (6).
(11) All systems shall be designed to maintain a minimum of 3 feet of head at the
terminal end of each lateral.
(12) The minimum pump capacity (gpm) shall be calculated by multiplying the total
number of discharge holes contained in the laterals of a proposed distribution layout by the
gpm factor determined by the hole size at the design head level.
(13) Total pump head shall be calculated by addition of all losses incurred due to
elevation changes, pipe and fitting friction losses, and the head level to be maintained at the
terminal end of the lateral as specified in paragraph (11).
(14) For purposes of calculating head loss due to friction, head loss in the standard lateral
as described in paragraph (7) shall be assumed to be 0. Head loss due to friction in pipe and
fittings used in construction of the pressure system shall be calculated using a friction loss
table for smooth-walled plastic pipe (C=150).
(15) When siphons are used in a pressure distribution system, each discharge hole shall
be at least 5/16 inch in diameter. The discharge from all of the holes in the distribution
system may not be less than the minimum rate of the siphon and may not vary from the
average discharge rate of the siphon by more than 20%.
(c) Seepage beds of greater than 2,500 square feet shall meet the following design
standards:
(1) The diameter of individual laterals, size and spacing of discharge holes, and minimum
diameter of the distribution manifold may not be restricted by subsection (b) except that no
discharge hole may be less than 1/4 inch for systems using pumps or 5/16 inch for systems
using siphons.
(2) The maximum length of a lateral designed under this subsection or subsection (d)
shall be 100 feet.
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(3) Discharge rates from the individual holes of the lateral at design head shall be
calculated using the sharp-edged discharge hole equation:
gpm=11.82(d2 ) ( {PaCodeERROR} Unknown Element error {PaCode ERROR} Unknown
Element error {PaCode ERROR} Unknown Element error {PaCode ERROR} Unknown
Element error {PaCode ERROR} Unknown Element errorh)
gpm=gallons per minute
(d)=diameter of hole (inches)
(h)=head to be maintained at the terminal ends of the lateral (in feet).
(4) All piping and fittings in the system shall be sized to minimize friction losses to
provide as uniform distribution of effluent as possible.
(5) The design head at the terminal end of the last lateral shall be at least 3 feet.
(6) The head loss due to friction from the beginning of the distribution manifold to the
terminal end of the last lateral may not exceed 15% of the head level to be maintained at the
terminal end of the lateral.
(7) Spacing of laterals and discharge holes in the laterals shall provide for uniform
distribution of the effluent over the seepage bed.
(8) The arrangement of laterals and discharge holes shall result in the discharge holes
being spaced at the apexes of either squares or equilateral triangles.
(i) The maximum spacing between discharge holes shall be 10 feet where an equilateral
triangle pattern is utilized.
(ii) The maximum spacing between discharge holes shall be 8 feet where a square
pattern it utilized.
(9) The minimum pump capacity shall equal the total discharge from all holes in the
laterals when operating at designed head.
(10) The permittee shall conduct a test pressurization of the completed distribution
system in the presence of the sewage enforcement officer prior to covering the piping
system from view. During the test, the permittee shall confirm that all joints are watertight
and that a discharge is occurring from each hole.
(d) Design of pressure distribution in trenches shall comply with the following:
(1) Subsection (c)(1)—(4) and (10) applies to design of trenches utilizing pressurized
effluent distribution.
(2) Variation in head in the laterals caused by differences in elevation or friction losses
shall be compensated for by individual design of the laterals.
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(3) The effluent application rate per square foot of any two trenches served by a common
dosing tank shall have a maximum design variation of 10%.
(4) Equalization of loading may be accomplished by variation of discharge hole diameter
between trenches, variation of spacing of discharge holes between trenches or another
method approved by the Department or sewage enforcement officer.
(5) The maximum spacing between discharge holes is 10 feet.
(6) The manifold for a trench system shall be placed on undisturbed soil a minimum of 6
inches above the trench bottom.
(7) A minimum isolation distance of 3 feet shall be maintained between the manifold and
the beginning of any trench. The individual laterals in the trench shall be connected to the
manifold using unperforated pipe. The area beneath the manifold and connecting pipe shall
consist of undisturbed or compacted soil.
(8) The design head at the terminal end of each lateral shall be at least 3 feet.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.44 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.44 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; corrected May 22,
1992, effective May 13, 1983, 22 Pa. B. 2715; amended November 7, 1997, effective
November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages
(217327) to (217329).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.53 (relating to seepage beds); and 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.161 (relating to general).

§ 73.45. Dosing tanks.
Dosing tanks shall be constructed to the following specifications:
(1) Dosing tanks shall be constructed of materials to the specifications outlined in
§ 73.31(b) (relating to standards for septic tanks).
(2) For all systems other than individual residential spray irrigation systems, the dosing
tank shall be designed so that the estimated daily flow shall be discharged to the absorption
area in one or more doses. Minimum dose volume shall be five times the internal liquid
capacity of the delivery pipe, manifold and laterals, or 100 gallons, whichever is greater.
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When a siphon is used in a pressure distribution system, the minimum dose volume shall be
equal to the internal liquid capacity of the delivery line plus five times the internal liquid
capacity of the manifold and laterals.
(3) The dosing tank shall have a minimum liquid capacity equal to or greater than two
times the designed dose volume.
(4) Sufficient space shall be provided for electrical connections and proper pump control
operation.
(5) Unless otherwise regulated by local electrical codes, all electrical connections shall be
moisture resistant and at a point higher than the inlet pipe, or mounted above grade outside
of the dosing tank or manhole extension within a tamper resistant, lockable control box.
(6) A watertight manhole, at least 20 inches square or 24 inches in diameter, extended to
grade, shall be provided for access to the dosing tank. Manhole covers shall meet the
specifications of § 73.31(d).

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.45 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1 691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.45 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November
7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at
serial pages (217329) to (217330).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.46 (relating to dosing pumps); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.161 (relating to general); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.164 (relating to chlorine
contact/storage tanks).

§ 73.46. Dosing pumps, siphons and lift pumps.
(a) Dosing pumps for all onlot sewage disposal systems except individual residential spray
irrigation systems shall meet the following specifications:
(1) The pump shall be sized to deliver a flow in gpm equal to or greater than the
combined flows from all discharge holes in the laterals when operating at designed level of
head and shall be rated by the manufacturer for handling of sewage effluent.
(2) The intake of the dosing pump shall be at least 6 inches from the bottom of the tank.
The intake of any dosing pump shall be at a lower elevation than the lowest lateral.
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(3) Pumps may not be suspended above the bottom of the tank by chains or similar
equipment.

(4) A disconnect shall be incorporated into the piping within the dosing tank for ease of
pump removal.
(5) An effective warning device, as described in § 73.62(c) (relating to standards for
holding tanks), shall be installed in the dosing tank to indicate failure of the pump or siphon.
Electrically operated warning systems shall be on a circuit and breaker separate from the
pump.
(6) A siphon or other discharge mechanism may be substituted for a pump where site
conditions permit the use of a gravity flow device, if the average discharge rate of the
device meets the requirements of paragraph (1).
(7) A copy of the performance curve of the pump or discharge specifications for the
siphon to be used shall be attached to the system design. A copy of the manufacturer's
specification showing that the pump is designed to handle sewage or sewage effluent shall
also be attached to the system design.
(8) When an aeration tank is used which results in a periodic pump discharge from the
treatment tank, the discharge mechanism may be substituted for a dosing tank and pump if
the periodic discharge rate meets the criteria in subsections (a)(1) and (b)(2) and § 73.45(2)
(relating to dosing tanks).
(9) Pumps or siphons serving systems having total absorption areas greater than 2,500
square feet shall have a minimum discharge capacity at least two times the estimated peak
flow for the facility served.
(10) When an establishment produces more than 50% of its total daily flow during a peak
flow period, the minimum dose volume shall equal the anticipated flow during the peak
period.
(11) Pumps employed for the purpose of lifting effluent to a higher elevation may not be
deemed dosing pumps when the system does not meet the criteria of § 73.43 (relating to
pressurized distribution). Pumps for this purpose shall have a discharge capacity at least two
times the estimated peak flow of the facility served when operating at designed level of
head, but at least 5 gpm and shall be rated by the manufacturer for handling sewage
effluent.
(12) Siphon discharge lines shall be equipped with an observation port. The access to the
observation port shall be extended to grade, capped and secured to prevent unauthorized
entry.
(b) Lift pumps shall meet the following specifications:
(1) Meet the standards in subsection (a)(1)—(5), (7) and (8).
(2) Be designed to discharge a minimum flood dose of 2 inches over the sand surface.
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(c) Dosing pumps used to pressurize a spray field distribution system shall be designed in
accordance with the specifications in subsection (a)(1)—(5) and (7).

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.46 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.46 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November
7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at
serial pages (217330) to (217331).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.161 (relating to general); and 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.165 (relating to disinfection).

§ 73.47. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.47 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately
preceding text appears at serial page (17848).

CONSTRUCTION OF ABSORPTION AREAS
§ 73.51. General.
(a) In all systems, if an absorption area is proposed, the top of the limiting zone shall be at
least 4 feet below the bottom of the aggregate. Coarse aggregate used in the distribution
system shall meet the requirements of the Department of Transportation specifications,
Publication #408 (1994) section 703 available from the Department of Transportation. The
size and grading of the aggregate shall meet AASHTO No. 57 requirements from a PADOT
certified stockpile and shall be of Type B quality requirements.
(1) Where the depth to the top of the limiting zone is 60 inches or greater, the system
shall be installed so that the bottom of the aggregate is a minimum of 4 feet above the
limiting zone.
(2) Where the depth to the top of the limiting zone is less than 60 inches, an elevated sand
mound is required. Isolation from the limiting zone shall be achieved as required by
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§ 73.55(a)(3)—(5) (relating to elevated sand mounds).
(3) An absorption area may not be installed where less than 20 inches of suitable
undisturbed mineral soil exists.

(4) When infiltration chambers or other devices which require no aggregate are used,
adequate provisions to protect the infiltrative surfaces from damage by operation of pressure
distribution systems shall be made.
(b) Before and after installation, equipment and vehicles shall be kept off the proposed
absorption area, including the downslope area, to prevent undue compaction of the soil.
Care shall be exercised during construction to prevent undue compaction and damage to the
system and the downslope area.
(c) Soil moisture levels during construction of the absorption area shall be such that a
sample of natural mineral soil taken from the level of the proposed installation will crumble
if compressed into a ball.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.51 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.51 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217331) to (217332).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); and 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.54 (relating to subsurface sand filters).

§ 73.52. Standard trenches.

(a) Design. The maximum slope of the undisturbed soil of a proposed absorption area
where a trench system may be permitted is 25%. For slopes between 15% and 25%, detailed
design in relationship to elevation shall be provided. The designer shall inspect the
installation and verify that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, the system was installed
in accordance with the plans and specifications. Copies of the plans and specifications and
the designer's report are to be attached to the applicant's copy, sewage enforcement
officer's copy and the Department's copy of the application for sewage permit.
(b) Construction. Trenches in an absorption area shall be constructed in accordance with
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the following:
(1) There shall be a minimum of two trenches per field.

(2) Trenches shall follow approximately the ground surface contours so that variations in
trench depth shall be minimized.
(3) There shall be at least 6 feet of soil between the treatment tank or dosing tank and the
nearest trench.
(4) The width of the bottom of the individual trench shall be 12 to 72 inches.
(5) The depth to the bottom of the absorption area shall be 12 to 36 inches.
(6) The bottom of the absorption area shall be level to a tolerance of 2 inches per 100
feet.
(7) The minimum width of undisturbed earth between trenches shall be 5 feet. When
elevated sand mound trenches are used, the distance between trenches shall be measured
from the toe of the sand of each trench.
(8) The minimum depth of aggregate material under laterals shall be 6 inches.
(9) Laterals shall be placed in the center of the trench. The first or last discharge hole of a
lateral may be no more than 5 feet nor less than 2 feet from the ends of the trench.
(10) Laterals shall be level to a maximum tolerance of 4 inches of fall per 100 feet toward
the terminal end of the lateral.
(11) The minimum depth of aggregate material over the laterals shall be 2 inches.
(12) The depth of aggregate shall be uniform throughout the absorption area.
(13) The top of the aggregate material shall be covered with geotextile fabric, untreated
building paper or a 2-inch layer of hay, straw or similar material to prevent backfill material
from settling into the aggregate.
(14) The minimum depth of earth cover over the aggregate in all installations shall be 12
inches. Where the top of the aggregate is less than 12 inches from the undisturbed soil
surface, the soil cover shall extend beyond the absorption area by at least 3 feet on all sides.
(15) The backfill material shall consist of soil suitable for the growth of vegetation, and
be seeded to control erosion.
(16) Trench laterals shall be fitted with end caps.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.52 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
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and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.52 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217332) to (217334).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.44 (relating to pressurized distribution design); 25 Pa. Code § 73.53 (relating to
seepage beds); 25 Pa. Code § 73.54 (relating to subsurface sand filter beds and trenches);
and 25 Pa. Code § 73.55 (relating to elevated sand mounds).

§ 73.53. Seepage beds.
Whenever seepage beds are employed, they shall meet the requirements of § 73.52(b)(5),
(6), (8) and (10)—(16) (relating to standard trenches) in addition to the following
specifications:
(1) The maximum slope of the undisturbed soil of a proposed absorption area where a
seepage bed may be permitted is 8.0%.
(2) The required absorption area may be provided by one or more seepage beds:
(i) The individual beds of a single onlot system shall be separated by a minimum of 5
feet.
(ii) When elevated sand mound beds are used, the distance between beds shall be
measured from the toe of the sand of each bed.
(3) The bed shall contain a minimum of two laterals or two opposing sets of laterals when
pressure distribution is used.
(4) Laterals shall be equally spaced a maximum of 6 feet on center, except as provided in
§ 73.44(c)(8) (relating to pressurized distribution design).
(5) Laterals shall be placed no further than 5 feet nor less than 2 feet from the sidewalls
of the bed.
(6) Laterals shall be placed in the bed so that the first and last discharge holes may be no
more than 5 feet nor less than 2 feet from the ends of the bed.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.53 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
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and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.53 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (217334).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.44 (relating to pressurized distribution design); 25 Pa. Code § 73.54 (relating to
subsurface sand filters); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.55 (relating to elevated sand mounds).

§ 73.54. Subsurface sand filter beds and trenches.
(a) General. Subsurface sand filters without underdrains shall meet the following criteria:
(1) Subsurface sand filters may not be utilized on soils where the limiting zone occurs at
less than 6 feet below the mineral soil surface.
(2) The average percolation rate, as determined by § 73.15 (relating to percolation tests),
shall be greater than 90 minutes per inch.
(3) The average percolation rate at a depth between 36 and 60 inches shall be within the
range of 3-90 minutes per inch.
(4) The average percolation rate obtained from paragraph (3) shall be applied to § 73.16
(c) (relating to absorption area requirements) for determination of the absorption area and
other system requirements.
(5) System design shall meet the requirements of § 73.52 (relating to standard trenches)
or § 73.53 (relating to seepage beds) except as modified by subsection (b).
(b) Construction. Subsurface sand filters shall be constructed as follows:
(1) The maximum depth of the excavation shall be 5 feet.
(2) Sand meeting the specifications of § 73.55(c) (relating to sand specifications) shall be
placed in the entire bed or trench to a minimum depth of 12 inches.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.54 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1 691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.54 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
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Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217334) to (217335).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks).

§ 73.55. Elevated sand mounds.
(a) Design.
(1) The maximum slope of the undisturbed soil, to the extremities of the berm, of a
proposed absorption area where elevated sand mound trenches may be permitted is 12%.
(2) The maximum slope of the undisturbed soil, to the extremities of the berm, of a
proposed absorption area where an elevated sand mound bed may be permitted is 12%.
(3) The limiting zone is the base elevation for measuring the required depth of sand to
achieve a minimum of 4 feet of satisfactory material between the bottom of the aggregate
and the top of the limiting zone.
(4) A minimum of 1 foot of sand shall be placed under the aggregate in all elevated sand
mound systems.
(5) Existing mineral soil shall be utilized. No mineral soil in the area of the elevated sand
mound may be removed or disturbed for the purpose of adding or mixing fill material.
(6) Elevated sand mound trenches shall meet the requirements of § 73.52(b) (relating to
standard trenches) and this section.
(7) Elevated sand mound beds on slopes up to 8% shall meet the requirements of § 73.53
(relating to seepage beds) and subsection (b). Other sand mound beds shall comply with
subsection (d).
(b) Construction.
(1) Vegetation shall be cut close to the ground throughout the area to be utilized for the
absorption area and berm. Bushes and trees shall be cut flush with the ground surface; roots
shall be left in place. Cut vegetation or organic litter shall be raked and removed from the
absorption and berm areas.
(2) The proposed absorption area not obstructed by stumps or other obstacles shall be
roughed or plowed parallel with the contour to a maximum depth of 6 inches, using a
multiple share chisel plow or similar implement attached to light-weight equipment. Rotary
tilling is prohibited.
(3) Under no circumstances may equipment travel on the plowed soil surface until the
sand is in place.
(4) Immediately after plowing, sand shall be placed over the exposed plowed surface.
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Sand shall be placed from the upslope side of the bed using only lightweight equipment.
(5) The slope of the sand not directly beneath the aggregate area shall be approximately
50%.
(6) The top of the sand directly beneath the aggregate shall be level to a tolerance of +2
inches per 100 feet.
(7) The mound shall be surrounded by a berm consisting of mineral soil containing less
than 20% coarse fragments with no coarse fragments greater than 4 inches in diameter,
more stable and less permeable than the sand, and lightly compacted during construction to
contain and protect the mound interior. The width of this berm shall be a minimum of 3 feet
at the top of the aggregate.
(8) Upon completion, the outside slope of the berm may be no greater than 50% and shall
be seeded to assure the stability of the berm. The cover over the aggregate shall be a
minimum of 1 foot of soil suitable for the growth of vegetation.
(9) No equipment may be permitted on the downslope side of the mound with the
exception of lightweight equipment that is used to form the downslope berm. To the
greatest extent possible, aggregate and the cover material shall be placed from the upslope
side of the mound.
(10) When a mound system with trenches is used, the area between the individual
trenches shall be filled with mineral soil. A minimum distance of 5 feet shall separate sand
of individual trenches. This measurement shall be from the toe of the sand.
(11) The area surrounding the mound shall be grated to provide for diversion of surface
runoff waters.

(c) Sand. Sand suppliers shall provide certification in writing to the sewage enforcement
officer and permittee, with the first delivery to the job site from every sand source listing
the amount of sand delivered, and that all sand supplied meets the requirements posted in
the Department of Transportation specifications Publication #408, section 703. The size and
grading shall meet bituminous concrete sand Type B #1 or #3 requirements from a
Department of Transportation certified stockpile. The sieve analysis shall be conducted in
accordance with PTM #616 and #100.
(d) Elevated sand mound beds. Elevated sand mound beds on slopes greater than 8% shall
meet the requirements of § 73.53 and subsection (b). In addition, the following apply:
(1) The absorption area shall have a minimum length to width radio of 4 to 1.
(2) The long axis of the absorption area shall be perpendicular to the slope. The bed
construction shall follow the ground surface contours.
(3) Upon completion, the outside slope of the berm may be no greater than 33.3%.
(4) Designing the location of multiple absorption areas so that one absorption area is
placed hydraulically upgradient or downgradient from the other may cause the lower
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absorption area to fail because of excessive hydraulic loading from the upper absorption
area. Unless the potential for such an impact is shown to be nonexistent by the applicant
through the alternative/experimental system process, this type of absorption area placement
is prohibited.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.55 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.55 adopted January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217335) to (217336).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 73.44 (relating to pressurized distribution design); 25 Pa. Code § 73.51 (relating to
general); 25 Pa. Code § 73.54 (relating to subsurface sand filter beds and trenches); and 25
Pa. Code § 73.162 (relating to intermittent sand filters).

RETAINING TANKS
§ 73.61. General.
Retaining tanks are individual sewage systems and require permits. They shall only be used
where the Department finds and gives written notice to the approving body that the
requirements of Chapter 71 (relating to administration of sewage facilities planning
program) have been met.

Source
The provisions of this § 73.61 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17849)
to (17850).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.11 (relating to general).

§ 73.62. Standards for holding tanks.
(a) A holding tank shall be constructed to meet the specifications of § 73.31(b)(1)
(relating to standards for septic tanks).
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(b) The minimum capacity of a holding tank is 1,000 gallons or a volume equal to the
quantity of waste generated in 3 days, whichever is larger.
(c) The holding tank shall be equipped with a warning device to indicate when the tank is
filled to within 75% of its capacity. The warning device shall create an audible and visual
signal at a location frequented by the homeowner or responsible individual.
(d) Disposal of waste from a holding tank shall be at a site approved by the Department.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.62 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.62 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (217337).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.11 (relating to general); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.46
(relating to dosing pumps).

§ 73.63. Standards for privies.
(a) Location.
(1) The privy shall be located so as to minimize any danger of contamination of water
supplies. Where possible, the privy shall be downgrade and at least 50 feet from any source
of water supply.
(2) The structure shall be accessible to the user, and at least 50 feet away from any
building served.
(3) Consideration shall be given to the direction of prevailing winds to reduce odor
nuisances.
(b) Construction.
(1) The superstructure shall be constructed of substantial materials.
(2) The vault shall be large enough to provide for several years' use and be constructed to
meet the specifications of § 73.31(b) (relating to standards for septic tanks).
(3) The vault shall be equipped with a roof-ventilating stack that is screened to prevent
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entrance of flies.
(4) An exterior cleanout shall be provided for the vault.

(5) The superstructure shall be flytight, well ventilated and fastened solidly to the vault.
(6) The door shall be self-closing and provided with weatherstripping to make it insect
proof.
(7) The seat and cover shall be constructed of smooth and easily cleanable material, and
the cover shall be self-closing.
(8) An earth mound shall be placed around the privy, or a surface water diversion shall be
constructed to keep surface water from flooding the vault.

Source
The provisions of this § 73.63 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; corrected February 4, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13
Pa.B. 614. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (71971).

§ 73.64. Chemical toilet or other portable toilet.
(a) When proposed for use at temporary construction sites, facilities providing temporary
recreational or sporting activities (such as a special event) or temporary seasonal facilities
other than those intended for human habitation, chemical toilets or other portable toilets
may be exempt from the onlot permitting requirements of Chapter 72 (relating to
administration of sewage facilities permitting program) at the discretion of the local agency
but improper installation or maintenance of these toilets shall constitute a nuisance under
section 14 of the act (35 P. S. § 750.14) and be enforceable by the local agency.
(b) If multiple chemical toilets or other portable toilets are proposed for temporary use at
construction sites, recreational activities or seasonal facilities, all units proposed for
installation shall be included under one permit.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.64 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.64 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (217338).
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§ 73.65. Recycling toilet, incinerating toilet or composting toilet.
(a) Recycling, incinerating and composting toilets shall bear the seal of the NSF indicating
testing and approval by that agency under Standard No. 41.
(b) The device utilized shall meet the installation specifications of the manufacturer and
shall be operated and maintained in a manner that will preclude any potential pollution or
health hazards.
(c) When the installation of a recycling toilet, incinerating toilet or composting toilet is
proposed for a new residence or establishment, an onlot sewage system or other approved
method of sewage disposal shall be provided for treatment of washwater or excess liquid
from the unit, except as provided in subsection (e). Both sewage disposal facilities shall be
included under one permit.
(d) When the installation of a recycling toilet, incinerating toilet, composting toilet or
another type of water conservation device is proposed for an existing residence or facility
and no alteration of the onlot system is proposed, a permit is not required.
(e) When a composting toilet or incinerating toilet is proposed for installation on a lot
meeting the requirements of § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks), it shall be deemed
equivalent to and permitted as a privy. The device shall be operated and maintained in
accordance with the manufacturer's specifications. Discharges of liquids from these units,
except to onlot sewage systems meeting the requirements of this part or other method of
sewage disposal approved under this chapter or approved by the Department are prohibited.
Authority
The provisions of this § 73.65 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 73.65 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4
Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended
November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial pages (217338) to (217339).

§ 73.66. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.66 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4
Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (17854).

EXPERIMENTAL AND ALTERNATE SYSTEMS
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§ 73.71. Experimental sewage systems.
(a) Experimental systems may be considered for individual or community systems in any
of the following cases:
(1) To solve an existing pollution or public health problem.
(2) To overcome specific site suitability deficiencies, or as a substitute for systems
described in this chapter on suitable lots.
(3) To overcome specific engineering problems related to the site or its proposed uses.
(4) To evaluate new concepts or technologies applicable to onlot disposal.
(5) To evaluate the applicability to onlot disposal of established concepts or technologies
having successful use in comparable applications in the field of engineering.
(6) To demonstrate a design having successful use in other jurisdictions under
environmental conditions similar to or more restrictive than those in this Commonwealth.
(7) To utilize under varying site conditions an experimental design, either in whole or in
part, which has been deemed successful by the Department.
(b) A person desiring to install an experimental sewage system or alter a component of an
existing system using a method, technology or design determined to be experimental by the
Department shall submit complete preliminary design plans and specifications to the
sewage enforcement officer and the Department for review and comment prior to
submitting an application for a permit. The Department will determine if classification as an
experimental system, method, technology or design is appropriate for the submission and
provide review comments to the sewage enforcement officer.
(c) The following criteria shall be considered in the design of experimental systems:
(1) The volume and rate of sewage flow, including reductions attributed to water
conservation devices and recycling devices.
(2) The chemical and bacteriological characteristics of the flow, including the varying
nature, if any, of the contributing sources.
(3) The treatment of the sewage flow, including, if appropriate:
(i) The type of treatment, that is aerobic, anaerobic, chemical, or other.
(ii) The degree and extent of treatment afforded, including the chemical and biological
characteristics of the effluent.
(iii) The hydraulic design, including flow rates, retention time, settling rates, and sludge
and scum storage.
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(4) The materials of construction including durability and chemical resistance of all
system components.
(5) The characteristics and limitations of the disposal site, including, if appropriate:
(i) The depth, composition and projected effects of any limiting zone identified through
extensive onsite evaluation of the soils present.
(ii) The determination of the soil permeability through percolation tests, hydraulic
conductivity tests or other acceptable testing procedures conducted on the site.
(iii) The chemical and bacteriological characteristics of the subsurface or other waters.
(iv) The natural and modified slope of the disposal site and contiguous areas, with
particular attention to downslope areas.
(v) The relationship of the disposal site to existing and proposed drainage patterns,
including surface and subsurface flows.
(vi) The stability and renovative abilities of controlled fill areas.
(6) The design of the absorption area, including:
(i) Dimensions.
(ii) Method of distribution and hydraulic design considerations of the distribution
system.
(iii) Rate of application.
(iv) Relationship to other sewage disposal systems or features, water supply sources,
surface waters, recharge areas, rock outcrops and other site improvements.
(v) Determination of hydraulic loading limitations—that is, interface acceptance rate of
hydraulic conductivity of receiving soils in accordance with accepted principles of
hydraulic flow.
(7) The effect upon the groundwater, including:
(i) Fecal coliform.
(ii) Chlorides.
(iii) Nitrates.
(iv) Nutrients.
(v) Other degrading material.
(8) Other considerations as may be appropriate to comply with the act.
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(d) Except as provided in subsection (f), experimental designs will be approved for use
only when it has been determined that an individual or community sewage disposal system
meeting the requirements of this chapter or another successful experimental design, or that
sewage services meeting the requirements of the Clean Streams Law and Article II (relating
to water resources), may be installed if the experiment is deemed a failure.
(e) Except as provided in subsection (f), monitoring, observation, testing or other
requirements which are deemed necessary to verify the success of the experiment shall be
required.
(f) A replacement area, as specified in subsection (d), and monitoring as specified in
subsection (e), may not be required where the experimental design is an attempt to solve an
existing pollution or public health problem.
(g) An application for an experimental system shall include the following:
(1) Detailed plans and specifications sufficient to comply with this section.
(2) A description of the system, device or process; its capabilities; and scheduled
maintenance, if any, which are necessary for continued function.
(3) The identity of the person responsible for the design of the system; performance of
scheduled maintenance, if required; and responsibility for repair or replacement in event of
failure of the system.
(h) Each application for an experimental system shall be accompanied by a statement
acknowledging the requirement that the sewage enforcement officer be notified of any
malfunction or modification of the original system design.
(i) Prior to issuing a permit for an experimental sewage system, the sewage enforcement
officer shall consider the comments of the Department.
Authority
The provisions of this § 73.71 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 73.71 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217339) to (217341).
Notes of Decisions
For the construction of a sewage disposal system, the provisions of 25 Pa. Code § 73.11
(c) (relating to overall requirements) and 25 Pa. Code § 73.71(b)(5) (relating to standard
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trenches) require at least six feet between the soil surface and the seasonal high water table.
Department of Environmental Resources v. Flynn, 344 A.2d 720 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1975).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.3 (relating to policy).

§ 73.72. Alternate sewage systems.
(a) Alternate systems shall be considered for individual onlot or community onlot systems
in any of the following cases:
(1) To solve an existing pollution or public health problem.
(2) To overcome specific site suitability deficiencies, or as a substitute for systems
described in this chapter on suitable lots.
(3) To overcome specific engineering problems related to the site or its proposed use.
(4) To utilize under varying site conditions an experimental design, either in whole or in
part, which has been deemed successful by the Department.
(b) A person desiring to install an alternate sewage system shall submit complete
preliminary design plans and specifications to the sewage enforcement officer and the
Department for review and comment prior to submitting an application for a permit. The
Department will determine if classification as an alternate system is appropriate and provide
review comments to the sewage enforcement officer.
(c) The following criteria shall be considered in the design of alternate systems:
(1) The volume and rate of sewage flow, including reductions attributed to water
conservation devices and recycling devices.
(2) The chemical and bacteriological characteristics of the flow, including the varying
nature, if any, of the contributing sources.
(3) The treatment of the sewage flow, including, if appropriate:
(i) The type of treatment—that is, aerobic, anaerobic, chemical or other.
(ii) The degree and extent of treatment afforded, including the chemical and biological
characteristics of the effluent.
(iii) The hydraulic design, including flow rates, retention time, settling rates and sludge
and scum storage.
(4) Materials of construction, including durability and chemical resistance of all system
components.
(5) The characteristics and limitations of the disposal site, including, if appropriate:
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(i) The depth, composition and projected effects of any limiting zone identified through
extensive onsite evaluation of the soils present.
(ii) Determination of the soil permeability through percolation tests, hydraulic
conductivity tests or other acceptable testing procedures conducted on the site.
(iii) The chemical and bacteriological characteristics of the subsurface or other waters.
(iv) The natural and modified slope of the disposal site and contiguous areas, with
particular attention to downslope areas.
(v) The relationship of the disposal site to existing and proposed drainage patterns,
including surface and subsurface flows.
(vi) The stability and renovative abilities of controlled fill areas.
(6) The design of the absorption area including:
(i) Dimensions.
(ii) Method of distribution and hydraulic design considerations of the distribution
system.
(iii) Rate of application.
(iv) Relationship to other sewage disposal systems or features, water supply sources,
surface waters, recharge areas, rock outcrops and other site improvements.
(v) Determination of hydraulic loading limitations that is, interface acceptance rate or
hydraulic conductivity of receiving soils in accordance with accepted principles of
hydraulic flow.
(7) The effect upon the groundwater, including the following:
(i) Fecal coliform.
(ii) Chlorides.
(iii) Nitrates.
(iv) Nutrients.
(v) Other degrading material.
(8) Other considerations as may be appropriate to comply with the act.
(d) An application for an alternative system shall include the following:
(1) Detailed plans and specifications sufficient to comply with this section.
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(2) A description of the system, device or process; its capabilities; and scheduled
maintenance, if any, which is necessary for continued function.

(3) The identity of the person responsible for the design of the system and performance of
scheduled maintenance, if required.
(e) Each application for an alternative system shall be accompanied by a statement
acknowledging the requirement that the sewage enforcement officer be notified of any
malfunction or modification of the original system design.
(f) Prior to issuing a permit for an alternative sewage system, the sewage enforcement
officer shall consider the comments of the Department.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.72 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.72 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; amended January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (217341) to (217342) and
(221917).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 73.3 (relating to policy).

§ 73.73. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.73 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (30809)
and (17858).

§ 73.74. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.74 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
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30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17858)
to (17859).

§ 73.75. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.75 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; reserved August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805. Immediately preceding text appears
at serial pages (4404) to (4405).

§ 73.76. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.76 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; reserved August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805. Immediately preceding text appears
at serial page (4405).

BONDED DISPOSAL SYSTEM
§ 73.77. General requirements for bonded disposal systems.
(a) The local agency shall authorize the performance of a percolation test, at the owner's
expense, when one is requested in writing by the owner of the property if the local agency
determines soil mottling is present.
(b) If the sole reason for a property not meeting the requirements for the installation of an
individual residential onlot sewage system is the presence of soil mottling, the local agency
shall issue a permit for an individual residential onlot sewage system designed to meet the
Department's standards when the property owner meets the following conditions:
(1) A qualified soil scientist, qualified registered professional geologist, certified sewage
enforcement officer or qualified registered professional engineer, not employed by the local
agency with jurisdiction over the property in question, confirms in writing that the soil
mottling observed in the test pits is not an indication of either a regional or perched seasonal
high water table.
(2) The property owner provides evidence of financial assurance satisfactory to the local
agency in an amount equal to the cost of replacement of the individual residential sewage
system proposed and the reasonably anticipated cost of remedial measures to clean up
contaminated groundwater to replace any contaminated water supplies and to repair or
replace a malfunction of the onlot system. The local agency may not approve financial
assurance in an amount less than $20,000 or 15% of the appraised value of the lot and
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proposed residential dwelling. The terms of the financial assurances shall be for up to 3
years. The local agency may require a continuation of up to 2 additional years of financial
assurance. The local agency may terminate the financial assurance requirement at the end of
its term consistent with the act.
(3) The property owner provides notification to the local agency 7 working days prior to
conducting soil evaluations under this section and a representative of the local agency may
observe the soil evaluations and may review resulting reports and correspondence.
(4) The property owner produces evidence of a clause in the deed to the property that
clearly indicates soil mottling is present on the property and that an individual residential
onlot sewage system meeting the requirements of this section was installed on the property.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.77 issued under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.77 adopted November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347.

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.21 (relating to general); 25 Pa. Code § 72.42
(relating to powers and duties of local agencies); 25 Pa. Code § 73.14 (relating to site
investigation); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.151 (relating to standards for financial assurances).

§ 73.81. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.81 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (17859).

§ 73.82. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.82 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (17859).
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§ 73.83. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.83 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17859)
and (47886).

§ 73.84. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.84 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (47886).

§ 73.91. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.91 adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended April 26, 1974, effective May 13, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 817; amended August
30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective
January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (47886)
to (47887) and (17862).

§ 73.101. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.101 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974,
4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17862) to (17863).

§ 73.111. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.111 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974,
4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17863) to (17864).
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§ 73.121. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.121 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974,
4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17865) to (17866):

§ 73.131. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.131 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974,
4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (17866).

§ 73.141. [Reserved].
Source
The provisions of this § 73.141 adopted August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974,
4 Pa.B. 1805; reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (17866) to (17867).

§ 73.151. Standards for financial assurances.
(a) Financial assurance shall be sufficient to meet the requirements of section 7.2 of the act
(35 P. S. § 750.7b).
(b) The local agency may establish an amount of financial assurance above the minimum
established by § 73.77(b)(2) (relating to general requirements for bonded disposal systems).
(c) A local agency may accept forms of financial assurance that establish, to the
satisfaction of the local agency, its full and unconditional right to demand and receive any
sum due it under section 7.2 of the act. A local agency may authorize a property owner to
use the financial assurance for the sole purpose of repair or replacement of the onlot system,
for remedial measures to clean up contaminated groundwater and to replace contaminated
water supplies.
(d) The local agency will forfeit the financial assurance when it determines that one or
more of the following apply:
(1) The property owner has violated or continues to violate one or more of the terms or
conditions pertaining to the financial assurance.
(2) The system has malfunctioned.
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(3) The permittee has violated a condition of the permit or submitted false information.
(4) The property owner or permittee has failed to properly perform the remedial action
required.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.151 issued under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.151 adopted November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347.

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.42 (relating to powers and duties of local
agencies); and 25 Pa. Code § 72.42 (relating to powers and duties of local agencies).

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTIAL SPRAY IRRIGATION SYSTEM
STANDARDS
§ 73.161. General.
(a) Copies of the plans and specifications along with the designer's report shall be attached
to the applicant's copy, local agency's copy and the Department's copy of the application
for sewage permit.
(b) Standards for individual residential spray irrigation systems described in the following
sections shall also be met: § § 73.1, 73.12 73.14, 73.16, 73.17, 73.21, 73.31, 73.32, 73.41
and 73.43.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.161 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.161 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

§ 73.162. Intermittent sand filters.
(a) There are two types of intermittent sand filters available for use with individual
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residential spray irrigation systems. The standards for free access sand filters and buried
sand filters are included in this section.
(b) Free access sand filters shall meet the following standards:
(1) Filter. The filter shall be constructed in a tank meeting the following specifications:
(i) The surface area of a filter tank shall be a minimum of 40 square feet for systems
using an aerobic treatment tank and serving a single family residence of three bedrooms or
less. The filter area shall be increased by 10 square feet for each additional bedroom over

three.

(ii) Systems proposing the use of a septic tank to serve a single family dwelling of three
bedrooms or less shall be designed using two filter tanks or a single tank with two
chambers. Each tank or chamber shall have a surface area of 40 square feet. The filter area
of each filter shall be increased by 10 square feet for each additional bedroom over three.
(iii) Tanks shall be watertight and made of a sound, durable material which is not
subject to excessive corrosion or decay.
(iv) Concrete tanks shall have a minimum wall thickness of 2 1/2 inches and be
adequately reinforced.
(v) If precast slabs are used as tank tops to support the access covers, the slabs shall
have a thickness of at least 3 inches and be adequately reinforced.
(vi) Tanks shall be designed and constructed so that the depth from the cover to the top
of the sand layer provides sufficient freeboard to allow for maintenance of the sand surface.
(vii) Access shall be provided by a minimum of two access openings. These access
openings shall be a minimum of 36 inches by 36 inches and provide access to the entire
surface of the filter.
(viii) The tank wall shall be extended a minimum of 6 inches above final grade.
(ix) Access covers shall be insulated against severe weather, secured by bolts or locking
mechanisms, prevent water infiltration and the entrance of debris, and be lightweight to
facilitate routine maintenance.
(2) Media. Sand suppliers shall provide certification, in writing to the sewage
enforcement officer and permittee, with the first delivery to the job site, that the sand to be
supplied meets the following specifications:
(i) The fine aggregate shall have an effective size of between 0.3 to 0.6 mm, a
uniformity coefficient of less than 3.5 and less than 4% of the coarse aggregate passing the
#100 sieve. The sieve analysis shall be conducted in accordance with Department of
Transportation PTM #616 and the uniformity coefficient shall be determined by using
Department of Transportation PTM #149.
(ii) The sand may not contain more than 15% by weight deleterious material as
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determined by Department of Transportation PTM #510.

(3) Contents of certification. The written certification shall include the name of the
supplier, the testing results, the testing date, the amount of material purchased under this
certification and the delivery date.
(4) Construction. The sand filter shall be constructed according to the following
standards:
(i) A 4-inch diameter perforated underdrain pipe with a minimum 2,500 pound crush
test specification shall be placed on the bottom of the tank.
(ii) Two rows of perforations between 1/2 to 3/4 inch in diameter shall be drilled in the
underdrain pipe at 6 inch intervals and the pipe shall be placed so the perforations face
downward and the rows are approximately 45° from each other.
(iii) Aggregate shall be placed around the underdrain to a total depth of 5 inches from
the bottom of the tank. Coarse aggregate used in the underdrains and distribution system
shall meet the Type B requirements posted in the Department of Transportation
specifications Publication #408, section 703, Table B and uniform size and grading of the
aggregate shall meet AASHTO No. 57 requirements, as described in Form 408, section
703.2, Table C from a Department of Transportation certified stockpile.
(iv) A minimum depth of 4 inches of aggregate shall be placed over the aggregate
underdrain material. Coarse aggregate used in the transition layer shall meet the Type B
requirements posted in the Department of Transportation specifications Publication #408,
section 703, Table B. The size and grading shall meet AASHTO No. 8 requirements, as
described in Form 408, section 703.2, Table C from a Department of Transportation
certified stockpile.
(v) Sand shall be placed over the aggregate to a depth of at least 24 inches.
(vi) The sand in the filter may not be greater than 36 inches deep.
(vii) The central distribution system shall be designed and installed to convey a
minimum 2 inch flood dose of effluent to the surface of the sand filter. A high water alarm
shall be installed in the filter tank which produces an audible and visual alarm when effluent
backs up on the filter surface to 12 inches above the surface of the sand.
(viii) When two filters or chambers are required to treat septic tank effluent, the
duplicate units shall, at the discretion of the designer, be flooded alternately, periodically by
using valves, or simultaneously.
(ix) The central distribution piping may not be more than 2 inches in diameter.
(x) The height of the central distribution system's effluent outlet above the sand surface
shall allow for the installation of a splash plate and the maximum flooding depth of the sand
filter.
(xi) A concrete splash plate or other suitable material shall be located under each
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effluent outlet to prevent scouring of the sand surface. Movement of the splash plate during
the flooding operation shall be prevented.
(c) Buried sand filters shall meet the following standards:

(1) Location.
(i) When buried sand filters are proposed to be installed in areas where bedrock is
encountered above the proposed depth of the sand filter, or where the seasonal high
groundwater table rises above the proposed depth of the sand filter, the designer should
consider measures to prevent filter and liner damage and groundwater infiltration.
(ii) A buried sand filter may not be constructed in unstabilized fill.
(2) Size.
(i) The size of the sand filter shall be determined on the basis of the appropriate
application rate and the estimated daily sewage flow in accordance with § 73.16(a)
(relating to absorption area requirements) but the sand filter area shall be at least 300 square
feet for use with either an aerobic treatment tank or septic tank with solids retainers units.
(ii) For a single family residence, the minimum sand filter area shall be based on a
maximum hydraulic loading of 1.15 square feet per gallon per day.
(iii) Where aerobic treatment precedes the sand filter, a 1/3 reduction to the filter area
may be used to size the filter.
(3) Media.
(i) At least 2 inches of clean aggregate meeting subsection (b)(4)(iii) shall surround
underdrains and distribution pipes. A minimum of 4 inches of aggregate meeting subsection
(b)(4)(iv) shall be placed over the underdrain. A layer of porous geotextile material may be
placed on top of both layers of aggregate to prevent migration of soil or sand into the
aggregate.
(ii) At least 24 inches of clean sand shall be placed over the underdrain aggregate. The
sand shall meet the specifications in § 73.55(c) (relating to elevated sand mounds).
(iii) The minimum depth of earth cover over the coarse aggregate in all installations
shall be 12 inches. When the top of the aggregate is less than 12 inches from the
undisturbed soil surface, the soil cover shall extend beyond the filter area by at least 3 feet
on all sides. The soil over the sand filter shall be so graded that surface water will run off,
consist of soil suitable for the growth of vegetation and be seeded to control erosion.
(4) Underdrain piping.
(i) Underdrain piping shall be laid on a grade of 3 to 6 inches per 100 feet sloped to the
outfall pipe.
(ii) Underdrain piping shall be positioned between the distribution laterals to maximize
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effluent travel through the filter sand.
(iii) Underdrain piping holes shall be equal or greater in number and size to the
distribution piping holes.

(iv) Underdrain piping shall have two rows of holes placed at approximately 45° angle
from each other along the bottom half of the pipe.
(v) The outfall pipe from the underdrain header shall have an antiseep collar and
bentonite clay plug or a leak proof boot sealed as per manufacturer's instructions to the
subsurface sand filter liner.

(5) Filter base and liner. The base of the filter shall be sloped to the underdrain pipe a
maximum of 1%. An impervious liner of hyplon, polyvinyl chloride or polyethylene
sheeting of 20 millimeter thickness or equal shall be installed on a tamped earth base to
prevent seepage to the groundwater. A concrete bottom and sides may also be used at the
discretion of the designer. A 2-inch layer of sand or a layer of 10 ounce porous geotextile
material shall be provided on each side of the liner to prevent punctures and tears. Seams
shall be made according to manufacturer's specifications.
(6) Distribution of effluent. Distribution of effluent to the buried sand filter shall meet the
requirements of § § 73.44-73.46 (relating to pressurized distribution design; dosing tanks;
and dosing pumps).

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.162 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisioins of this § 73.162 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

§ 73.163. Spray fields.
(a) The maximum slope of the undisturbed soil where a spray field may be permitted is
25%.
(b) Individual residential spray irrigation system spray fields are not permitted on:
(1) Soils with evidence of a seasonal high water table at less than 10 inches from the
surface.
(2) Soils with rock formations at less than 16 inches from the surface.
(3) Floodplain soils or floodprone areas unless any required encroachment permits have
been obtained from the Department and the encroachment is in compliance with local
ordinances pertaining to flood areas.
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(4) Agricultural areas in active production of food for human consumption.
(c) Slopes shall be as follows:
(1) Open, grassed areas—limited to 12%.
(2) Forested areas—limited to 25%.
(3) Nonfood producing agricultural areas—limited to 4%

(d) Spray field sizing based upon soils characteristics shall be in accordance with Table B
in § 73.16(e) (relating to absorption area and spray field requirements).
(e) Construction shall be as follows:
(1) The area upslope of the spray field shall be graded or bermed to divert upland
drainage from the spray field site.
(2) The downslope portion of the permitted spray field shall be graded or bermed to
retain effluent on the permitted spray site.
(3) The permitted spray field shall be covered with vegetation.
(4) Construction activity within the spray field site shall be conducted in a manner which
will minimize earth disturbance and compaction.
Authority
The provisions of this § 73.163 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 73.163 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

§ 73.164. Chlorine contact/storage tanks.
(a) The minimum liquid capacity of an individual residential spray irrigation system
storage tank serving a three bedroom dwelling, excluding chlorine contact volume, is 2,000
gallons. The tank size shall be increased an additional 500 gallons for each additional
bedroom over three. Additional increases in size may be required where more than 5 days
storage is needed due to climatic conditions or when spray fields are located in floodplain or
floodprone areas.
(b) Storage tanks used in individual residential spray irrigation systems shall meet the
construction standards in § 73.45(1) and (4)—(6) (relating to dose tank). When more than
one tank is used, the tanks shall be connected together at the bottom to equalize the liquid
level in the tanks.
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Authority
The provisions of this § 73.164 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.164 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

§ 73.165. Disinfection.
(a) Disinfection of effluent is required prior to spraying. The disinfection shall be by
chlorination and shall produce an effluent which will contain a concentration not greater
than 200 fecal coliform organisms per 100 milliliters in a single sample. Disinfection units
shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications. Disinfection units
shall be reliable, able to disinfect sewage effluent and be easily maintained by the property
owner.
(b) A chlorinator shall be designed to maintain a chlorine residual of 0.2 PPM to 2 PPM
and provide for a 30 minute contact time.
(1) When an erosion chlorinator is proposed, the base of the unit may be placed no deeper
than 36 inches below finished grade.
(2) When a lift pump is used to keep the unit no deeper than 36 inches below finished
grade, the pump shall have a discharge rate that does not exceed the manufacturer's
specifications for the erosion chlorinator and shall meet the appropriate specification of
§ 73.46 (relating to dosing pumps, siphons and lift pumps).
(3) Chlorine contact time may be obtained using a separate chlorine contact tank or inline chlorination followed by the storage tank.
(4) Chlorinators shall be housed separately from chlorine contact tanks or storage tanks
unless the tanks are specifically designed to house chlorinators.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.165 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.165 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

§ 73.166. Design of pressure distribution for individual residential spray irrigation
systems.
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(a) Design of pressure distribution in an individual residential spray irrigation system shall
comply with the following:
(1) Conveyance of effluent from the storage tank to the spray field shall be through a
delivery pipe sized to minimize friction loss.
(2) Check valves shall be prohibited on delivery lines. Air relief valves may be placed at
high points in the delivery lines to prevent air locks.
(3) The delivery line and laterals shall be designed so that the effluent will drain back to
the storage tank or otherwise designed to prevent freezing of the lines and sprinkler heads.
(4) Individual laterals shall be sized to minimize friction loss. The hydraulic loss (friction
and elevation changes) within a lateral shall be less than 20 % of the operating head of the
sprinklers.
(5) Design of laterals should include consideration of measures to prevent freezing of
lines.
(6) Spacing of laterals and sprinklers shall provide for distribution of the effluent over the
spray field using a design nozzle pattern that does not overlap adjacent spray nozzle wetted
perimeters.
(7) Design of the spray field shall be based on the manufacturer's sprinkler specifications
listing operating head, wetted diameter, nozzle size and discharge rate which shall be
attached to the system design.
(8) Sprinklers shall be installed on risers 18 inches to 5 feet above grade level.
(9) Sprinklers shall be kept clear of obstructing vegetation for a radius of 5 feet.
(10) The design head of the sprinkler may not exceed the manufacturer's specifications
for each system component.
(11) The minimum pump capacity shall equal the total discharge from all sprinklers when
operating at design head.
(12) Total pump head shall be calculated by addition of all losses incurred due to
elevation changes, pipe and fitting friction losses and the design head of the sprinkler.
(13) The effluent shall be discharged to the spray field once per day. A manual override
shall be installed in the system to allow interruption of this spray cycle when weather
conditions are not conducive to spraying.
(14) The permittee shall conduct a test pressurization of the completed spray field in the
presence of the sewage enforcement officer prior to covering the piping system from view.
During the test, the sewage enforcement officer shall confirm that all joints are water tight,
the design head is achieved and the manual override is functional.

Authority
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The provisions of this § 73.166 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 73.166 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

§ 73.167. Operation and maintenance.
Individual residential spray irrigation systems require periodic maintenance by the property
owner and entity established under § 72.25(h) (relating to permit requirements for
operation and maintenance of individual residential spray irrigation systems). Without
proper maintenance, system components will fail and pollution or a public health hazard
will occur. This may result in costly repairs and civil penalties. The system designer shall
provide an operation and maintenance manual, which may be supplemented with
manufacturer's manuals and instructions, to the permittee that includes, as a minimum, the
following required standards for operation and maintenance to be met by the permittee:
(1) Septic tanks, dosing tanks, lift pump tanks and chlorine contact/storage tanks shall be
inspected every 6 months for structural integrity of the tank, inlet and outlet baffles, solids
retainer, pumps, siphons and electrical connections.
(2) Aerobic tanks shall be inspected every 6 months for structural integrity of the tank,
inlets and outlet baffles, buoyed solids retainer, pumps, siphons and electrical connections.
The inspection and concurrent pumping of excess solids shall be conducted in accordance
with manufacturer's and NSF requirements.
(3) Free access sand filters, buried sand filters, chlorinators, the pressurized spray
irrigation plumbing and spray nozzles and the spray fields shall be inspected periodically by
the property owner and every 6 months by the maintenance entity established under § 72.25
(h). Each component shall be inspected for compliance with the following standards:
(i) Chlorine residual sampled after the contact/retention tank shall be maintained at a
concentration of at least 0.2 PPM.
(ii) The chlorinator shall be functioning within the specifications of the manufacturer.
Bridging of chlorine tablets may not be occurring.
(iii) Solids may not be accumulated on the surface of the sand in the free access sand
filter nor may 12 inches to effluent be ponded over the sand. The high water alarm shall be
functional.
(iv) The surface of the free access sand shall be raked and porous and any sand
removed shall be replaced with sufficient clean sand to maintain the depth at a minimum of
24 inches.
(v) The plumbing in the free access sand filter tank shall be functional and free of leaks
and splash plates shall be in place.
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(vi) The free access sand filter tank and cover shall be structurally sound and
unauthorized access equipment shall be in place. Insulation shall be in place.
(vii) The areas of the buried sand filter shall be free of ponded effluent and
downgradient seepage.
(viii) The plumbing to the spray field shall be functional and free of leaks.

(ix) The spray nozzles shall be functioning within the design specifications and the
extent of the designed wetted perimeter and each nozzle.
(4) A laboratory shall test the discharge to the system for fecal coliforms, carbonaceous
biological oxygen demand (CBOD), suspended solids and chlorine residual to determine
compliance with Chapter 72 (relating to the administration of sewage facilities permitting
program). At least annually, a copy of the tests results along with the most recent inspection
of the system by the maintenance entity established under § 72.25(h) shall be sent to the
local agency.

Authority
The provisions of this § 73.167 issued under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 73.167 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.63 (relating to retaining tanks); 25 Pa. Code
§ 72.25 (relating to issuance of permits); and 25 Pa. Code § 72.42 (relating to powers and
duties of local agencies).

APPENDIX A
[Reserved]
Source
The provisions of this Appendix A adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately
preceding text appears at serial page (17868).
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APPENDIX B
[Reserved]
Source
The provisions of this Appendix B adopted August 2, 1971, effective August 14, 1971, 1
Pa.B. 1649; amended August 30, 1974, effective September 16, 1974, 4 Pa.B. 1805;
reserved January 21, 1983, effective January 22, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 508. Immediately
preceding text appears at serial pages (17869) to (17877).
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§18-601

Sewers and Sewage Disposal

§18-603

Part 6
Small Flow Sewage Treatment Facilities
§18-601.

Short Title.

This Part shall be designated as the “Small Flow Sewage Treatment Facilities
Ordinance of Old Lycoming Township.”
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-602.

Definitions.

Board of Supervisors–the Board of Supervisors of Old Lycoming Township,
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania.
DEP–the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
Effluent–liquid sewage discharged as waste.
Landowner–the legal or beneficial owner or owners of land including the holder of
an option or contract to purchase (whether or not such option or contract is subject to
any conditions), a lessee if he is authorized under the lease to exercise the rights of the
landowner, or any other person having a proprietary interest in the land.
Official Sewage Facilities Plan–the comprehensive plan for the provision for
adequate sewage disposal systems, adopted by the Board of Supervisors and approved
by DEP pursuant to the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act, 35 P.S. §750.1 et seq.
Regulations–the current regulations of DEP as set forth in Pa.Code, Title 25, and
all future regulations of DEP pertaining to small flow sewage facilities, as amended
from time to time.
Small flow sewage treatment facility–any individual or community sewage system
designed to adequately treat sewage flows not greater than 2,000 gallons per day for
final disposal using stream discharge or discharge to the surface of the ground as more
fully set forth in 25 Pa.Code, §71.1.
System–the small flow sewage treatment facility to be designed, installed, operated
and/or maintained by a landowner upon any property in the Township.
Township official–a sewage enforcement officer, code enforcement officer, certified
sewage treatment plant operator, Township employee, professional engineer, solicitor,
plumbing inspector, or any other qualified or licensed person who is authorized to
function as an agent of the Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-603.

Design Standards.

The system shall be designed in accordance with the standards and requirements
of the Department of Environmental Protection. In addition to those requirements, the
design shall include the following:
A. Convenient access shall be provided for the inspection and periodic
maintenance of all treatment systems.
B. A readily accessible effluent sampling point shall be provided at the
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discharge end of the system.
C. An alarm system shall be provided for all pumps, aeration devices, or other
possible malfunctioning devices which make up the system. Alarms shall include
both visual and audible devices located so as to be readily noticeable by occupants
on the property. In addition, an appropriate high level alarm in the dosing tank
and an alarm for the aeration motor, if applicable, shall be provided.
D. Reasonable vehicular access shall be provided to the system for periodic
removal of sludge.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-604.

Preconstruction Approval and Permits.

The landowner must submit a sewage planning module to the Board of Supervisors
and DEP. After the planning module is approved, the landowner must obtain required
DEP permits. No building or system construction may occur until a preconstruction
meeting has been held with Township officials, the system contractor, the landowner
and the factory representative.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-605.

Preoperation Inspection and Certification.

After installation of the system, but prior to covering with soil, the registered
professional engineer for the landowner, Township officials and a factory representative
shall conduct an inspection and certify in writing that the construction and installation
of the system is in conformance with the permit issued by DEP. Notice of the system
inspection shall also be given to DEP at least 72 hours prior to inspection. A copy of the
written certification signed by all parties will be sent to DEP and the Township official
within 10 days of completion of inspection. A service contract consistent with the
requirements of the National Sanitation Foundation must be signed and a copy sent to
DEP and the Township official when aerobic treatment units are used. Copies of the
operation and maintenance manuals shall also be provided to necessary Township
officials.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-606.

Plans.

Landowner shall provide Old Lycoming Township with a complete set of “as built”
plans for the system as finally approved by DEP.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-607.

Maintenance Responsibility.

The landowner is specifically required to meet all the operational, maintenance and
reporting requirements of DEP and the Township or Township official. These include,
but are not limited to, all requirements on the DEP permit. The landowner shall also
submit not less than quarterly on or before the fifteenth day of January, April, July and
October, a certification, that to the best of their ability, they have inspected the system
at least monthly and are not aware of any malfunctions.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
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Maintenance on System.

In the event Township or DEP inspections indicate the need for maintenance on
any component or the system as a whole to bring the system into compliance with the
DEP permit or regulations, the landowner shall complete such maintenance and obtain
certification from the landowner’s engineer or Township official that the work has been
completed in accordance with appropriate standards. A landowner must perform any
necessary maintenance and the certification must be provided within 72 hours of the
time the problem was brought to the landowner’s attention.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-609.

Sampling.

1. A Township official may inspect the system at any time, but shall sample the
system at least three times per calendar year. At least two of the samplings will be
conducted between April 1 and September 30 of each year. At least one inspection will
be conducted during the remaining portion of the year.
2.

The inspection shall include the following:

A. Testing for adequate chlorine residual at levels required by the DEP
permit. Landowners are required to test chlorine residual on a monthly basis and
keep a written record of the date and results of the test. The landowner must
assure that the chlorine residual levels are in compliance with all relevant DEP
standards.
B. The inspector may collect a sample for fecal coliform analysis at any time.
An EPA approved laboratory must perform a bacteriological analysis.
C. The Township and/or Township official must retain copies of all written
inspection reports and lab results received in a permanent file. The records shall
be available for inspection by DEP and the systems owner upon request.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-610.

Repairs and Replacement of System.

In the event inspections or other review indicates the need for repair or replacement of the system in order to bring the system into compliance with the DEP permit
or regulations, the landowner shall complete such repairs or replacement and obtain
certification from landowner’s engineer or the Township official that the work has been
completed in accordance with appropriate standards. Except in the most extraordinary
circumstances, the repairs must be completed and the certification provided within 30
days of the time the problem was brought to the landowner’s attention.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-611.

Authority to Repair.

In the event the landowner fails or refuses to achieve timely compliance with the
provisions for a system repair, replacement and/or maintenance as described in §§18608 and/or 18-610, above, the Township or Township official shall have the right to
enter upon the premises and to perform any repairs, replacement and/or maintenance
with respect to the system. All such work will be done at the sole cost and expense of
landowner. If feasible, the Township or Township official will make reasonable efforts
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to stop the flow in the system within 30 days after needed repairs may not have been
done or within 72 hours in the event of a maintenance issue.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-612.

Effluent Removal.

During the period of time when the system is inoperable or incapable of treating
the discharged effluent to meet or exceed those standards of DEP, landowner shall
make the necessary arrangements to remove said effluent and arrange for the
appropriate disposition of the same at a DEP permitted sewage disposal facility. In the
event the landowner shall fail to make the necessary arrangements for the removal of
said effluent within the time specified by the Township or Township official, such time
not to exceed 48 hours, the Township or Township official shall have the right, upon the
expiration of that 48 hours to enter upon the premises and cause such effluent to be
removed. Where the landowner causes the effluent to be removed, he shall, upon
request, provide an agreement with a hauler providing for the removal and submission
of all pumping receipts. The landowner shall continue hauling effluent until such time
as the system has been properly certified as being operable by the Township official or
DEP.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-613.

Inspection Fee.

On or before January 30, of each year, the landowner shall deposit with the
Township a sum set by resolution. The sum represents the present inspection fee for the
three inspections and sampling of the system and a laboratory testing escrow. The fees
and escrow amounts may be modified by the Board of Supervisors at their annual
reorganization or other meeting.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-614.

Recovery of Costs Incurred by Township.

Landowner shall pay for any and all costs incurred by the Township or Township
official for inspections in excess of the three mandatory annual inspections, sampling,
repairs, replacement and/or maintenance of the system. The landowner shall also pay
for any and all costs incurred in the removal of effluent in accordance with the terms
of this Part or any other steps taken to protect the environment. Said costs to be paid
within 10 days of demand. In the event the landowner, or his or her heirs, successors
or assigns, shall fail to pay for such costs or expenses, the Township or Township official
shall institute suit against the landowner in a civil action or cause a lien to be recorded
on the property in accordance with the municipal lien law for all costs and/or expenses
incurred in the enforcement of this Part, including reasonable attorney’s fees.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-615.

Escrow.

In order to secure the costs which may be incurred by the Township or Township
official and which are recoverable as provided herein, the landowner, contemporaneously with permit approvals, or anytime upon demand, shall deposit a sum set by
Township resolution. The deposit shall be held by the Township in an interest-bearing
Supp. III; revised 8/14/2012
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account with the interest to be accumulated at the discretion of the Township. Said
sums may be used by the Township or Township official for system, repair, replacement
or maintenance in the sole discretion of the Township or Township official. Should the
escrow fall below the sum, landowner shall be notified and, within 10 days, restore the
sum. In the event the escrow account exceeds the sum, the excess deposit can be utilized
to offset the annual inspection, sampling and testing cost. Should DEP approval require
the landowner to establish a higher escrow, that amount shall prevail and be deposited
with the Township.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-616.

Enforcement/Penalty.

The Township may, as authorized by law, initiate civil enforcement proceedings
against any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this Part. The
Township shall prescribe a civil penalty of not more than $600 per violation, plus costs,
or other maximum as established by law. Each day that a violation of this Part
continues or each section of this Part which shall be found to have been violated shall
constitute a separate violation. In any case where a penalty for a violation has not been
timely paid and the person upon whom the penalty was imposed is found to have been
liable therefor in civil proceedings, the violator shall be liable for the penalty imposed,
including additional daily penalties for continuing violations, plus court costs and
reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Township in the enforcement proceedings.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012; as amended by Ord. 277, 12/8/2015)
§18-617.

Remedies.

Landowners, for themselves, their heirs, administrators, executors, successors and
assigns, shall at all times hold the Township or Township official harmless from any
claims, suits, legal expenses or judgments which may be brought against the Township
or against any Township official and/or against landowner or any of the successors in
title for any adverse conditions, casually and directly or indirectly related to the
operation landowner of the system. The landowner shall have the duty to defend
Township and Township official, including their agents and employees against any
claim or suit made by any person who alleges that adverse conditions have been caused
by the operation or lack of maintenance of the landowner. In the event the landowner
fails to undertake such defense to any claim, and the Township or Township official is
required to enter upon its own defense, landowner shall reimburse Township or
Township official for any expenses that may occur, including legal fees, engineering fees
or other expert witness fees and/or pay any judgment rendered against the Township
as the result of said suit. As to damages alleged to have been caused by reason of the
operation of the system, landowner shall have the right and option to join Township in
the defense and/or compromise of such claim and landowner shall only be required to
pay those damages and expenses for which the landowner agrees to pay, it being the
express understanding of the parties hereto that the landowner shall only be required
to pay those damages and expenses for which the landowner agrees to pay, it being the
express understanding of the parties hereto that the landowner shall not be responsible
for any conditions occurring that cannot be demonstrated to the operation and/or
malfunction of the system installed by the landowner. In the event the landowner, or
its heirs, successors or assigns, shall fail to pay the cost, legal fees, other expenses or
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damages as herein provided and the Township or Township official is required to pay
the same, said party shall have the right to recover said funds it has expended either
by a civil action against the landowner, or his or her heirs, successors or assigns, or by
causing a lien to be recorded on the property in an amount equal to the sums required
to be expended.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-618.

Conveyance or Transfer.

If title to a property upon which a system is located is transferred in any manner,
the new landowner shall provide the Township with an escrow account as required
herein, within 30 days of the conveyance or transfer. The existing financial security of
the prior landowner will not be released until the new transferee provides the escrow.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-619.

Effect on Other Ordinances.

Nothing in this Part shall be construed to waive, effect or alter any requirements
of the zoning, land development and subdivision or any other ordinances or resolutions
of the Township. Nothing contained herein empowers any Township official to waive
any requirements of such ordinance and it is expressly understood and agreed that the
installation of the system upon the property does not in any way constitute approval for
any land development of the property.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
§18-620.

Agreement Required.

The landowner requesting the installation and operation of the small flow sewage
treatment system must enter into an installation and maintenance agreement with the
Township. This agreement will be in the form required by the Township and list each
parties responsibility for construction, operation, maintenance and other necessary
undertakings to maintain the system. The landowner shall provide a copy of said
agreement to any Township official upon request.
(Ord. 261, 8/14/2012)
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Appendix 18-6-1

CHAPTER 72. ADMINISTRATION OF
SEWAGE FACILITIES PERMITTING
PROGRAM
Sec.

Subchap.

A. GENERAL ... 72.1
B. PERMIT REQUIREMENTS ... 72.21
C. ADMINISTRATION OF PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS ... 72.41
D. CERTIFICATION OF SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ... 72.51

Authority
The provisions of this Chapter 72 issued under section 9 of the act of January 24, 1966 (P.
L. 1535, No. 537) (35 P. S. § 750.9); sections 5 and 402 of the act of June 22, 1937 (P. L.
1987, No. 394) (35 P. S. § § 691.5 and 691.402); and section 1920-A of the act of April 9,
1929 (P. L. 177, No. 175) (71 P. S. § 510-20), unless otherwise noted.

Source
The provisions of this Chapter 72 adopted January 9, 1987, effective January 10, 1987, 17
Pa.B. 172, unless otherwise noted.

Cross References
This chapter cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.58 (relating to delegation of new land
development planning); 25 Pa. Code § 73.64 (relating to chemical toilet or other portable
toilet); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.167 (relating to operation and maintenance).

Subchapter A. GENERAL
Sec.

72.1. Definitions.
72.2. Scope.
72.3. Purposes.
Cross References
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This subchapter cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.2 (relating to scope); and 25 Pa. Code § 72.3
(relating to purposes).

§ 72.1. Definitions.
The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, have the following meanings,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
Act—The Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.1-750.20).

Alternate sewage system—A method of demonstrated onlot sewage treatment and
disposal not described in this part.
Certification Board—The administrative board within the Department created by section
11 of the act (35 P. S. § 750.11).
Clean Streams Law—The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001).
Conventional sewage system—A system employing the use of demonstrated onlot sewage
treatment and disposal technology in a manner specifically recognized by this part. The
term does not include alternate sewage systems or experimental sewage systems.
Days—Calendar days as specified in 1 Pa.C.S. § 1908 (relating to computation of time).
If a period time is referred to in this chapter, the period shall be computed to exclude the
first and include the last day of the period. If the last day of the period falls on a Saturday or
Sunday, or a day made a legal holiday by the statutes of the Commonwealth or of the
United States, the day shall be omitted from the computation.

Delegated agency—A municipality, local agency, multimunicipal local agency or county
or joint county department of health to which the Department has delegated the authority to
review and approve subdivisions for new land developments as supplements to the official
plan of a municipality in which the subdivision is located.
Experimental sewage system—A method of onlot sewage treatment and disposal not
described in this title which is proposed for the purpose of testing and observation.
Individual residential spray irrigation system—An individual sewage system which
serves a single dwelling and which treats and disposes of sewage using a system of piping,
treatment tanks and soil renovation through spray irrigation.
Large volume on lot sewage system—An individual or community onlot sewage system
with a design capacity to discharge subsurface sewage flows which are in excess of 10,000
gpd.
Local agency—A municipality, or a combination of municipalities acting cooperatively or
jointly under the statutes of the Commonwealth, county, county department of health or
joint county department of health.
Lot—A part of a subdivision or a parcel of land used as a building site or intended to be
used for building purposes, whether immediate or future, which would not be further
subdivided. Whenever a lot is used for a multiple family dwelling or for commercial or
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html
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industrial purposes, the lot shall be deemed to have been subdivided into an equivalent
number of single family residential lots as determined by estimated sewage flows.

Municipality—A city, town, township, borough or home rule municipality other than a
county.
Official plan—A comprehensive plan for the provision of adequate sewage systems
adopted by a municipality possessing authority or jurisdiction over the provision of the
systems and submitted to and approved by the Department as provided by the act and
Chapter 71 (relating to the administration of the sewage facilities program).
Official plan revision—A change in the municipality's official plan to provide for
additional, newly identified future or existing sewage facilities needs, which may include
one or more of the following:
(i) Update revision A comprehensive revision to an existing official plan required
when the Department or municipality determines an official plan or one or more of its parts
is inadequate for the existing or future sewage facilities needs of a municipality or its
residents or landowners.
(ii) Revision for new land development—A revision to a municipality's official plan
resulting from a proposed subdivision as defined in the act.
(iii) Special study—A study, survey, investigation, inquiry, research report or analysis
which is directly related to an update revision. The studies provide documentation or other
support necessary to solve specific problems identified in the update revision.
(iv) Supplement—A sewage facilities planning module for a subdivision for new land
development which will not be served by sewage facilities requiring a new or modified
permit from the Department under the Clean Streams Law, and which is reviewed and
approved by a delegated agency.
(v) Exception to the requirement to revise—A process established in § 71.55 (relating
to exceptions to the requirement to revise the official plan for new land development) which
describes the criteria under which a revision for new land development is not required.
Person—An individual, association, public or private corporation for-profit or not-forprofit, partnership, firm, trust, estate, department, board, bureau or agency of the United
States or the Commonwealth, political subdivision, municipality, district, authority or other
legal entity which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties. The term includes
the members of an association, partnership or firm and the officers of a local agency or
municipal, public or private corporation for profit or not-for-profit.
Qualified registered professional engineer—A person registered to practice engineering
in this Commonwealth who has experience in the characterization, classification, mapping
and interpretation of soils as they relate to the function of onlot sewage disposal systems.
Qualified registered professional geologist—A person registered to practice geology in
this Commonwealth who has experience in the characterization, classification, mapping and
interpretation of soils as they relate to the function of onlot sewage disposal systems.
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Qualified soil scientist—A person certified as a sewage enforcement officer and who has
documented 2-years' experience in the characterization, classification, mapping and
interpretation of soils as they relate to the function of onlot sewage disposal systems (as
defined in the Soil Science Society of America "Glossry of Soil Science") and either a
bachelor of science degree in soils science from an accredited college or university or
certification (certified professional soil scientist, certified professional soil classifier or
certified professional soil specialist) by the American Registry of Certified Professionals in
Agronomy, Crops and Soils (now known as ARCPACS: A Federation of Certifying Boards
in Agriculture, Biology, Earth and Environmental Sciences).
Reimburse—To pay back money actually spent.
Relative—Spouses, children, parents, brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, grandparents,
uncles, aunts and first cousins whether related by blood or statute.
Retaining tank—A watertight receptacle which receives and retains sewage and is
designed and constructed to facilitate ultimate disposal of the sewage at another site. The
term includes, the following:
(i) Chemical toilet—A permanent or portable nonflushing toilet using chemical
treatment in the retaining tank for odor control.
(ii)

Holding tank—A tank, whether permanent or temporary, to which sewage is

conveyed by a water carrying system.
(iii)

Privy—A tank designed to receive sewage where water under pressure is not

available.
(iv) Incinerating toilet—A device capable of reducing waste materials to ashes.
(v) Composting toilet—A device for holding and processing human and organic kitchen
waste employing the process of biological degradation through the action of
microorganisms to produce a stable, humus-like material.
(vi) Recycling toilet—A device in which the flushing medium is restored to a condition

suitable for reuse in flushing.
Sewage—A substance that contains waste products or excrement or other discharge from

the bodies of human beings or animals and noxious or deleterious substances harmful or
inimical to the public health, or to animal or aquatic life, or to the use of water for domestic
water supply or for recreation. The term includes any substance which constitutes pollution
under the Clean Streams Law.
Sewage enforcement officer—An official of the local agency who reviews permit

applications and sewage facilities planning modules, issues permits as authorized by the act
and conducts investigations and inspections that are necessary to implement the act and the
regulations thereunder.
Sewage facilities—A system of sewage collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal

which will prevent the discharge of untreated or inadequately treated sewage or other waste
into waters of this Commonwealth or otherwise provide for the safe and sanitary treatment
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html
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and disposal of sewage or other waste. The term includes:

(i) Individual sewage system—A system of piping, tanks or other facilities serving a
single lot and collecting and disposing of sewage in whole or in part into the soil or into
waters of this Commonwealth or by means of conveyance to another site for final disposal.
The term includes:
(A) Individual onlot sewage system—An individual sewage system which uses a
system of piping, tanks or other facilities for collecting, treating and disposing of sewage
into a soil absorption area or spray field or by retention in a retaining tank.
(B) Individual sewerage system—A system which uses a method of sewage collection,
conveyance, treatment and disposal other than renovation in a soil absorption area, or
retention in a retaining tank.
(ii) Community sewage system—A sewage facility, whether publicly or privately
owned, for the collection of sewage from two or more lots, or two or more equivalent
dwelling units and the treatment or disposal, or both, of the sewage on one or more of the
lots or at another site.
(A) Community onlot sewage system—A system of piping, tanks or other facilities
serving two or more lots and collecting, treating and disposing of domestic sewage into a
soil absorption area or retaining tank located on one or more of the lots or at another site.
(B) Community sewerage system—A publicly or privately owned community sewage
system which uses a method of sewage collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal other
than renovation in a soil absorption area or retention in a retaining tank.
Sewage management program—A program conforming to Chapter 71, Subchapter E
(relating to sewage management programs), authorized by the official action of a
municipality for the administration, management and regulation of the disposal of sewage.
Soil horizon—A layer of soil approximately parallel to the soil surface, the chemical and
physical characteristics of which are distinguishable by observation or other method of
analysis from the chemical and physical characteristics in adjacent layers of soil.
Soil profile—The collection of soil horizons, including the natural organic layers on the
surface.
Soil mottling (redoximorphic features)—A soil color pattern consisting of patches of
different color or shades of color interspersed with the dominant soil color which results
from prolonged saturation of the soil.
Subdivision—The division or redivision of a lot, tract or other parcel of land into two or
more lots, tracts, parcels or other divisions of land including changes in existing lot lines.
The enumerating of lots shall include as a lot that portion of the original tract or tracts
remaining after other lots have been subdivided therefrom.
Waters of this Commonwealth—Rivers, streams, creeks, rivulets, impoundments, ditches,
water courses, storm sewers, lakes, dammed water, ponds, springs and other bodies or
channels of conveyance of surface and underground water, or parts thereof, whether natural
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html
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or artificial, within or on the boundaries of this Commonwealth.

Working day—Calendar days as specified in 1 Pa.C.S. § 1908 (relating to computation of
time) excluding Saturdays and Sundays, or a day made a legal holiday by the statutes of the
Commonwealth or the United States. The period shall be calculated to exclude the first and
include the last day of the period.
Authority
The provisions of this § 72.1 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.1 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221877) to (221880).

§ 72.2. Scope.
(a) This chapter is adopted in accordance with the duties imposed upon the Department
under the act and the Clean Streams Law and applies to local agencies and sewage
enforcement officers administering the act and to persons installing individual or
community onlot sewage systems.
(b) This chapter is separated into four subchapters. Subchapter A relates to general
provisions. Subchapter B relates to the permitting requirements of the act (35 P. S.
§ 750.7). Subchapter C relates to the administration of permits for individual and
community onlot sewage systems (35 P. S. § 750.8 and 750.10). Subchapter D relates to
certification of sewage enforcement officers (35 P. S. § § 750.8 and 750.11).
(c) This chapter governs the issuance of permits for retaining tanks, or for individual and
community onlot sewage systems which employ renovation of sewage effluent in a soil
absorption area or spray field, except for large volume onlot sewage systems. The use of
large volume onlot sewage systems creates a danger of pollution of the waters of this
Commonwealth, regulation of large volume onlot sewage systems by the Department is
necessary to avoid the pollution, and large volume onlot sewage systems require permits
issued by the Department under sections 201, 202, 207 and 402 of the Clean Streams Law
(35 P.S. § § 691.201, 691.202, 691.207 and 691.402). No local agency or sewage
enforcement officer may issue a permit for an individual or community onlot sewage
system which does one of the following:
(1) Discharges directly to the surface of the ground or to the surface waters of this
Commonwealth except when the proposed sewage system is an individual residential spray
irrigation system which conforms with the standards established under Chapter 73 (relating
to standards for onlot sewage treatment facilities).
(2) Is a large volume onlot sewage system.
(3) Is proposing or designed for the disposal of substances defined as industrial wastes

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html
Supp. III; added 8/14/2012

5/2/2012

Page 7 of 42

Pennsylvania Code
under the Clean Streams Law.
(4) Violates this chapter, Chapter 71 or 73, the act or the Clean Streams Law.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.2 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.2 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221880).

§ 72.3. Purposes.
(a) Subchapter A (relating to general) sets forth general information regarding the chapter
including definitions, scope and purpose.
(b) Subchapter B (relating to permit requirements) establishes requirements for permitting
the installation of individual and community onlot sewage systems to provide reliable
sewage disposal facilities that will protect the public health and prevent pollution.
(c) Subchapter C (relating to administration of permitting requirements) regulates the
administration of permitting functions by local agencies and sewage enforcement officers.
(d) Subchapter D (relating to certification of sewage enforcement officers) provides the
requirements for certification of Sewage Enforcement Officers.

Subchapter B. PERMIT
REQUIREMENTS
Sec.

72.21. General.
72.22. Permit issuance.
72.23. Limitation on onlot system permit issuance.
72.24. Applications for permits.
72.25. Issuance of permits.
72.26. Denial of permits.
77.27. Expiration and transfer of permits.
72.28. Revocation of permits.
72.29. Review of denials and revocations.
72.30. Inspection.
72.31. Conditions related to the installation of permit exempt systems.
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72.32. Sales contracts.
72.33. Well isolation distance exemption.

Cross References
This subchapter cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.2 (relating to scope); and 25 Pa. Code § 72.3
(relating to purposes).

§ 72.21. General.
(a) A local agency shall employ or contract with at least one sewage enforcement officer
and one alternate sewage enforcement officer who have been certified by the Certification
Board under Subchapter D (relating to certification of sewage enforcement officers).
References to sewage enforcement officer in this part also apply to alternate sewage
enforcement officers.
(b) A local agency shall employ an adequate number of sewage enforcement officers or
contract with individuals, firms or corporations to adequately perform the services of
sewage enforcement officers to administer the applicable provisions of this chapter within
the time periods in this chapter and in accordance with this chapter and Chapter 73 (relating
to standards for onlot sewage treatment facilities).
(c) No local agency may issue a permit for the installation of an individual or community
onlot sewage system except by and through a certified sewage enforcement officer
employed or contracted by the local agency.
(d) The local agency by action of its sewage enforcement officer shall issue a permit for an
individual or community onlot sewage system when the proposed system is in compliance
with the act and this part.
(e) The actions of local agencies include actions of their designated sewage enforcement
officers.
(f) A property owner proposing a bonded disposal system under § 73.77 (relating to
bonded disposal systems) shall bear the cost of activities associated with conducting,
observing or confirming percolation tests.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.21 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.21 amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221881) to (221882).

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html
Supp. III; added 8/14/2012

5/2/2012

Pennsylvania Code

Page 9 of 42

§ 72.22. Permit issuance.
(a) No person may install, award a contract for construction or construct an individual or
community onlot sewage system, or install, construct, occupy or use a building to be served
by that system without first obtaining a permit from the local agency, except as provided in
subsections (c)—(e).
(b) A permit shall be required by the local agency for alterations or connections to an
existing individual or community onlot sewage system when the alteration or connection
requires the repair, replacement or enlargement of a treatment tank or retention tank, or the
repair, replacement, disturbance, modification or enlargement of a soil absorption area or
spray field, or the soil within or under the soil absorption area or spray field.
(c) Multiple installations of chemical toilets or other portable toilets proposed for
temporary use at a construction site, a recreation activity or a temporary facility shall be
covered by one permit.
(d) A permit is not required for the installation of a recycling toilet, incinerating toilet,
composting toilet or other type of water conservation device where the existing onlot
system will not be altered.
(e) Except when a local agency or municipality requires a permit by ordinance, no permit
or official plan revision is required for the installation of an individual onlot sewage system
for a residential structure occupied or intended to be occupied by the property owner or a
member of the property owner's immediate family on a contiguous tract of land 10 acres or
more if the owner of the property was the owner of record as of January 10, 1987. For the
purposes of this subsection, the term "immediate family" means a brother, sister, son,
daughter, stepson, stepdaughter, grandson, granddaughter, father or mother of the property
owner.
(f) The installation of a permit-exempt system under subsection (e) is not required to be
approved by or meet the standards of the Department or local agency under their rules and
regulations for the siting, design or installation of onlot sewage systems, except for the
siting requirements of subsection (g), unless a permit is required by a regulation or
ordinance of a local agency or municipality, or the person qualifying for the permit
exemption chooses to not use the permit exemption. A permit exemption may also be
granted where a 10-acre parcel or lot is subdivided from a parent tract after January 10,
1987. When one permit exemption has been granted for a lot, tract or parcel under this
section, any lot, tract or parcel remaining after subdivision of the lot or parcel which
received the permit exemption or any lots or parcels subdivided from either lot, tract or
parcel in the future will not be eligible for a 10-acre permit exemption and shall meet the
planning, permitting, siting and construction standards of the Department relating to onlot
sewage systems. Owners of a lot, tract or parcel which otherwise qualified for the permit
exemption, who do not choose to use the permit exemption remain exempt from the
planning requirements of the act with respect to that lot, tract or parcel.
(g) Owners of property qualifying for a permit exemption under subsections (e) and (f)
shall install permit-exempt systems in accordance with the following siting requirements.
(1) The perimeter of the septic tanks and absorption area shall be located at least 200 feet
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from the perimeter of any property line, nonutility right-of-way, 100-year floodplain or any
river, stream, creek, impoundment, well, watercourse, storm sewer, lake, dammed water,
pond, spring, ditch, wetland, water supply or any other body of surface water and 10 feet
from any utility right-of-way.
(2) Before a person who meets the requirements of subsections (e) and (f) for a permitexempt system installs a system, the person shall notify the local agency of the installation
and shall provide documentation relating to the siting requirement of this subsection which
is satisfactory to the local agency. The local agency may charge a fee, not to exceed $25, to
verify that the system is located in accordance with the siting requirements.
(h) A permit is not required when a new dwelling is proposed to replace a previously
existing dwelling when the local agency determines that the size and anticipated use of the
new dwelling, as determined under § § 73.16 and 73.17 (relating to requirements for
absorption areas; and sewage flows), are the same as or less than those of the previously
existing dwelling and the previously existing dwelling was in use within 1 year of the
anticipated date of completion of construction of the new dwelling. This exception does not
apply when an active investigation of a malfunction is under way by the local agency or the
Department.
.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.22 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.22 amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877;
corrected November 21, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 6079. Immediately preceding text appears at serial
pages (221882) to (221883).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.22 (relating to permit issuance).

§ 72.23. Limitation on onlot system permit issuance.
(a) The local agency may not issue permits for individual or community onlot sewage
systems unless the following exist:
(1) The proposed system is consistent with the method of sewage disposal contained in
the approved official plan, special study or update revision of the municipality in which the
system is to be located.
(2) The municipality is implementing its official plan, special study or update revision in
accordance with a schedule approved by the Department.
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(3) The municipality has received approval of a revision for new land development or
exception to the requirement to revise from the Department, a supplement for new land
development has been approved by the delegated agency serving the municipality or the
Department or delegated agency has determined that no planning is required under § 71.51
(b) (relating to general).
(b) Permits may not be issued when the municipality has one or more of the following:
(1) No approved official plan.
(2) Not received Department approval of an update revision or special study to the
official plan.
(3) Not implemented its plan as required by this part or by an order of the Department.
(c) Permit limitations under this section shall be restricted to those areas of the
municipality identified in writing to the municipality by the Department as posing a serious
risk to the health, safety and welfare of persons within or adjacent to the municipality
because of the municipality's failure to revise or implement its plan. The limitations shall
remain in effect until the municipality has submitted the official plan, update revision or
special study to the official plan to, and received the approval of the Department, or has
commenced implementation of its plan, update revision or special study in accordance with
a schedule approved by the Department.
(d) The limitations on permit issuance contained in this section do not apply:
(1) To those areas of the municipality where the Department or the local agency finds
that a replacement soil absorption area or spray field could be installed on the lot if the
original system failed. This determination shall be based on the results of a minimum of two
complete soils and site evaluations confirmed by the local agency's sewage enforcement
officer.
(2) To those areas of the municipality outside of the areas delineated in an order of the
Department as requiring an update revision.
(3) To existing subdivisions or sections thereof where the Department or delegated
agency finds that either lots or homes in the subdivision or sections thereof have been sold
in good faith to a purchaser for value prior to May 15, 1972, and not for the purpose of
avoiding the permit limitation provisions of this section. This paragraph does not relieve the
municipality of its planning responsibilities as specified in the act.
(4) When the Department or the local agency finds it necessary to issue permits for the
abatement of pollution or the correction of health hazards, or both.
(5) To interim repairs to or the replacement of existing malfunctioning onlot sewage
systems.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.23 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
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Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.23 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221883).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.32 (relating to Department responsibility to review
and act upon official plans); and 25 Pa. Code § 71.54 (relating to Department
administration of new land development planning requirements for revisions).

§ 72.24. Applications for permits.
(a) Application for a permit to install an individual or community onlot sewage system
shall be made by the owner, owner in equity or a person who is an authorized agent of the
owner or owner in equity to the local agency, on a form provided by the Department. For
purposes of this section, an authorized agent shall have written permission to apply for a
permit, signed by the owner or owner in equity of the lot for which the application is made.
(b) The local agency may require additional information consistent with the act needed to
assure that the system or the site will comply with the requirements of the act and this part.
(c) The local agency shall maintain and make available for public inspection a permanent
record of all permit applications submitted, indicating the date received, type of submission
and date of disposition.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.24 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.24 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221884).

§ 72.25. Issuance of permits.
(a) A permit shall be issued when the local agency has determined that the application is
complete and meets the requirements of the act and this part.
(b) The local agency shall issue or deny a permit for a conventional system in writing
within 7 days after receiving a complete initial application.
(c) If the local agency determines that an initial application is incomplete or that it is
unable to verify the information contained in an application, the local agency shall notify

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html
Supp. III; added 8/14/2012

5/2/2012

Pennsylvania Code

Page 13 of 42

the applicant in writing within 7 days of receipt of the application. The notice shall include
the reasons why the application is not acceptable. When the required information is
received, the local agency shall act upon the application within 15 days.
(d) A person desiring to install an experimental onlot sewage system shall submit complete
preliminary design plans and specifications to the sewage enforcement officer and the
Department for review and comment at least 60 days prior to submitting an application for a
permit. The Department will determine if classification as an experimental system is
appropriate for the submission and provide review comments within 60 days to the sewage
enforcement officer.
(e) Applications for alternate system permits submitted to municipalities or local agencies
which are not delegated agencies, shall be reviewed for completeness, and, if found to be
incomplete, the nature of the deficiency shall be communicated by the municipality or local
agency to the applicant in writing within 15 days of receipt of the application.
(1) Applications for alternate system permits found to be complete shall be submitted to
the Department within 5 days of the determination of completeness by the local agency or
authorized representative for the Department's determination whether the classification as
alternate is appropriate for the submission and the Department's review of comments.
(2) Permits for alternate systems shall be issued or denied by the local agency within 45
days of transmittal of a complete application to the Department. The local agency shall
consider the written comments submitted by the Department regarding the application.
(3) In municipalities or local agencies which are delegated agencies or which employ or
contract with sewage enforcement officers authorized to review alternate sewage systems
under § 72.43(1) (relating to powers and duties of the Department), permit applications for
alternate systems shall be reviewed for completeness, and, if found to be incomplete, the
nature of the deficiency shall be communicated to the applicant in writing within 15 days of
receipt of the application. Permits for alternate systems shall be issued or denied by the
local agency within 30 days of receipt of a complete application.
(f) Failure of a local agency to act on an application does not constitute permit approval. If
the local agency does not act upon an application within 7 days of receipt, or within 15 days
of receipt of supplemental information under subsection (c), the applicant may request a
hearing before the local agency.
(g) A local agency may not issue individual or community onlot sewage system permits
for the following systems; permits for these systems are issued by the Department:
(1) A large volume onlot sewage system.
(2) Subsurface disposal or other method of disposal of a substance defined as industrial
waste under the Clean Streams Law.
(3) A method of sewage disposal other than renovation of sewage in a subsurface
absorption area, an individual residential spray irrigation system or temporary storage in a
retaining tank.
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(h) Prior to the issuance of a permit for an individual residential spray irrigation system,
the local agency shall require documentation that the municipality in which the system is to
be located, has taken action to assure compliance of the system with § 73.167 (relating to
operation and maintenance of individual residential spray irrigation systems) for the life of
the system. The assurance shall be established through one or a combination of the
following options which have been established or approved in writing by the municipality:
(1) A maintenance agreement between the property owner and an individual, firm or
corporation experienced in the operation and maintenance of sewage treatment systems.
(2) A maintenance agreement between the property owner and municipality or its
designated local agency which establishes the property owner's responsibility for operating
and maintaining the system and the responsibility of the municipality or local agency for
oversight of the system.
(3) A municipal ordinance which requires individual residential spray irrigation systems
to be operated and maintained through a maintenance agreement between the property
owner and an individual, firm or corporation experienced in the operation and maintenance
of sewage treatment systems.
(4) Municipal ownership of the system.
(5) Inclusion of the system under a sewage management agency developed in accordance
with § 71.73 (relating to sewage management programs for sewage facilities permitted by
local agencies) operated by the municipality.
(6) A properly chartered association, trust or other private legal entity which is structured
to manage the system.
(7) Bonding, escrow or other security established prior to the issuance of a permit for an
individual residential spray irrigation system and forfeited to the municipality upon notice
of continuing noncompliance of the system with the operation and maintenance standards in
§ 73.167 and monitoring standards in § 72.42(a)(24) (relating to powers and duties of local
agencies). The municipality shall use the forfeited security to cover the costs of repair or
future operation and maintenance of the system over its design life. The bonding, escrow or
other security shall be for an amount up to a maximum of 50% for each of the first 2 years
of operation. After 2 years of operation, the bond agreement shall provide for a refund of a
portion of the original bond so that only 10% of the cost of equipment and installation is
retained by the bondholder. The remaining bond totalling 10% of the cost of equipment and
installation shall be maintained for the life of the system.
(i) When a local agency has issued a permit under this section and the Department
disagrees with the basis for the issuance of the permit, the Department will not require the
revocation of that permit unless the Department has provided to the local agency
justification for its decision based on the specific provisions of statute or regulation.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.25 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
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and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.25 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221884) to (221885).

Notes of Decisions
Incomplete Application
Since the Department had already addressed the township supervisor's concerns when it
granted an exception to the sewage permit ban for the appellant's lot, the supervisors lacked
authority to require that appellant's test for backup sewage facility sites before considering
their application. Otte v. Covington Township Supervisors, 613 A.2d 183 (Pa. Cmwlth.
1992); appeal granted 629 A.2d 1385 (Pa. 1993); affirmed 650 A.2d 412 (Pa. 1994).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.62 (relating to individual and community onlot
sewage systems); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.167 (relating to operation and maintenance).

§ 72.26. Denial of permits.
(a) Notice of denial of a permit shall be in writing to the applicant and shall include the
reasons for denial and advise the applicant of the right to a hearing before the local agency.
The local agency shall provide the Department with a copy of the notice of denial within 7
days of issuance.
(b) The sewage enforcement officer shall accept prior testing data and information
obtained by a previous sewage enforcement officer, provided that the site and prior testing
is certified by the previous sewage enforcement officer and meets all of the criteria
contained in paragraphs (1)—(10) and the current sewage enforcement officer certifies the
data to the local agency using a "Verification of Prior Testing" Form provided by the
Department. There shall be a presumption that, unless the prior sewage enforcement
officer's certification has been revoked or suspended by the Department or the prior sewage
enforcement officer's certification has been voluntarily surrendered to the Department or
Certification Board, the testing data and information obtained by the prior sewage
enforcement officer is valid unless the currently employed sewage enforcement officer finds
that one or more of the criteria in the following paragraphs are not met:
(1) The soil testing performed on the property in question has not been cited in a
revocation, suspension or other agreement to surrender certification which indicates
violations of soil testing procedures by the previous sewage enforcement officer.
(2) The exact location of the test to be used for issuance of a permit shall be verifiable by
at least one of the following methods:
(i) Location of the test pit and percolation hole remnants on the lot by the current
sewage enforcement officer.
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(ii) The existence of recorded measurements from at least two permanent landmarks on
the property in question establishing the original test location.
(iii) A scale drawing of the lot or property in question indicating the location of the
tests by reference to at least two permanent landmarks.
(iv) Identification of the exact location of the tests by the prior sewage enforcement
officer, provided that the certification has not been revoked, suspended or voluntarily
surrendered to the Department or Certification Board.
(3) Verification that the percolation test and soils evaluation were conducted in
accordance with the applicable regulations.
(4) Soils description and percolation test data are available and recorded on the
prescribed form, or its equivalent, in sufficient quantity and quality to be interpreted by
others.
(5) The soil probes were conducted within 10 feet of the proposed absorption area.
(6) The percolation test on the lot was performed on the site of the proposed absorption
area.
(7) The person who originally observed, confirmed or conducted the testing was certified
under the current certification requirements of the act.
(8) No inaccuracies or falsifications of the test data are apparent or identifiable.
(9) No changes to the site have occurred since the time of the original testing which will
materially affect the siting or operation of an individual or community onlot sewage
disposal system.
(10) Receipt of a notarized statement from the property owner which indemnifies and
holds harmless the new sewage enforcement officer, municipality and local agency for the
actions of the new sewage enforcement officer in verifying the prior testing data and
information obtained by a previous sewage enforcement officer.
(c) If, after conducting a verification of prior testing under subsection (b), the currently
employed sewage enforcement officer denies an application for a permit or rejects the
previous tests performed within the immediately preceding 6 years, retesting and
reapplication fees shall be waived to the applicant and the local agency shall pay for any
equipment and operators required for a retest and for any necessary redesign of the system
if:
(1) The tests were certified by signature of a sewage enforcement officer.
(2) Local agency records document that the sewage enforcement officer who certified the
tests was employed or under contract with the local agency at the time the testing was
conducted and certified.
(3) The testing documents soils and site suitability for onlot sewage disposal.
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(d) Subsection (c) does not apply if the local agency documents that one of the following
exists:
(1) Changes have occurred in the physical condition of lands which will materially affect
the siting or operation of an individual or community onlot sewage disposal system covered
by a permit as verified by the sewage enforcement officer conducting the testing in
accordance with the criteria outlined in subsection (b).
(2) The original soils testing was performed by a sewage enforcement officer whose
certification was one of the following:
(i) Revoked by the Department and any subsequent appeal denied.
(ii) Voluntarily surrendered to avoid prosecution or a hearing.
(iii) Suspended by the Department for violations related to the siting, design or
installation inspection of onlot systems.
(3) The soils testing and redesign required by the new sewage enforcement officer has
been conducted by the local agency using its staff and equipment or contracted services.
(4) The testing under review was conducted more than 6 years prior to the date of the
submittal of a permit application for the lot in question.
(e) A person aggrieved by the action of a sewage enforcement officer in the issuance or
denial of a permit, or another action taken under section 7 of the act (35 P. S. § 750.7) other
than a permit revocation, may within 30 days of receipt of notice of the action, file a request
for a hearing before the local agency. The request shall be in writing.
Authority
The provisions of this § 72.26 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 72.26 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221885).
Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.27 (relating to expiration and transfer of permits);
and 25 Pa. Code § 72.41 (relating to powers and duties of sewage enforcement officers).
§ 72.27. Expiration and transfer of permits.
(a) A permit shall expire if construction or installation of an individual or community onlot
sewage system and the structure for which the system is to be installed has not begun within
3 years after permit issuance. A new permit shall be obtained prior to beginning the
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construction or installation. When issuing a new permit the local agency may require
information necessary to confirm the validity of the original application as provided by
§ 72.26(b) (relating to denial of permits).
(b) A permit may be transferred from the permit holder to a new property owner with the
transfer of the property. Transfers are not valid until approved in writing by the local
agency, and until new property owners receive a copy of the application under which the
permit was issued.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.27 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.27 amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221885).

§ 72.28. Revocation of permits.
(a) A permit shall be revoked by the local agency at any time for one or more of the
following reasons:
(1) When a change has occurred in the physical conditions of lands which will materially
affect the operation of an individual or community onlot sewage disposal system covered by
a permit issued by the local agency under this chapter.
(2) When one or more tests material to the issuance of the permit has not been properly
conducted.
(3) When information relevant to the issuance of the permit has been falsified.
(4) When the original decision of the local agency otherwise failed to conform with the
act and this part.
(5) When the permittee has violated the act, this part or the requirements of the permit.
(b) The notice of revocation of a permit shall be in writing to the permit holder and shall
include the reasons for revocation, notice of the permit holder's opportunity to request a
hearing before the local agency within 10 days of receipt of the revocation notice, and
notice that no further construction or use of either the sewage system or the structure for
which it is intended may take place until a new permit is issued or the revocation is reversed
by the local agency.
(c) If a permit holder fails to file a written request for a hearing under this chapter within
10 days after receipt of notice of revocation, revocation shall be final.
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Authority
The provisions of this § 72.28 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.1-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.28 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221885) to (221886).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.30 (relating to inspection).

§ 72.29. Review of denials and revocations.
(a) The local agency shall hold a hearing for denials or revocations within 30 days after
receipt of a written request for a hearing. Hearing requests shall state concisely all reasons
for the appeal. The Department shall be notified of the hearing by the local agency at least 3
days prior to the hearing date. This notification shall include a statement of the reasons for
the appeal.
(b) Hearings under this section and a subsequent appeal shall be conducted under 2 Pa.C.S.
§ § 551-555 (relating to the Local Agency Law). The local agency shall defend its actions
during the course of a subsequent appeal.
(c) The Attorney General and the Department shall be notified in writing by the appellant
of an appeal challenging the constitutionality of the act or the validity of this part.

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.30 (relating to inspection).

§ 72.30. Inspection.
(a) No part of an individual or community onlot sewage system may be covered until a
final inspection is conducted and final written approval is given by the local agency.
(b) The sewage system shall be inspected, approved and covered before the structure is
occupied by a person.
(c) The applicant shall notify the local agency when the installation of the sewage system
is completed and ready for inspection.
(d) The applicant may cover the individual or community onlot sewage system upon
receipt of written approval by the local agency. If 72 hours have passed, excepting Sundays
and holidays, since the local agency received the notification of completion required by
subsection (c), the applicant may cover the sewage system unless final written approval to
cover has been refused by the local agency.
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(e) The local agency may inspect and make tests before, during or after construction and
may by order require a sewage system to be uncovered at the expense of the applicant, if the
sewage system has been covered contrary to this chapter.
(f) When the inspection reveals that the installation of the sewage system is contrary to the
permit application or in violation of the act or this part, the permit shall be revoked and the
provisions of § § 72.28(b) and (c) and 72.29 (relating to revocation of permits; and review
of denials and revocations) apply.

§ 72.31. Conditions related to the installation of permit exempt systems.
A person installing a permit-exempt system shall indemnify and hold harmless the
Commonwealth, the local agency, the sewage enforcement officer serving the municipality
in which the system is located and the municipality where the system is located from and
against damages to property or injuries to any persons and other losses, damages, expenses,
claims, demands, suits and actions by any party against the Commonwealth, the local
agency, sewage enforcement officer and the municipality in connection with the
malfunctioning of the onlot sewage system installed under the permit exemption provisions
of this chapter. It is the sole responsibility of the property owner who installed or contracted
for the installation of a sewage system under the permit exemption provisions of this
chapter or the property owner who accepted responsibility for the system upon purchase of
the property under the disclosure provisions of § 72.32(a) (relating to sales contracts) to
correct or have corrected any system malfunction which contaminates surface water or
groundwater or discharges to the surface of the ground. Malfunctions of systems installed
under this chapter which contaminate groundwater or surface water or discharge to the
surface of the ground shall constitute a nuisance and shall be abatable in a manner provided
by law.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.31 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.31 adopted November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately precedinig text appears at serial pages (221887) to (221888).

§ 72.32. Sales contracts.
(a) Every contract for the sale of a lot which is served by an individual sewage system
which was installed under the 10-acre permit exemption provisions of § 72.22(e)—(g)
(relating to permit issuance) shall contain a statement in the contract that clearly indicates to
the buyer that soils and site testing were not conducted and that the owner of the property or
properties served by the system, at the time of a malfunction, may be held liable for any
contamination, pollution, public health hazard or nuisance which occurs as the result of the
malfunction of a sewage system installed in accordance with the 10-acre permit exemption
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provisions of § 72.22(e)—(g).

(b) Every contract for the sale of a lot served by a holding tank, whether permanent or
temporary, to which sewage is conveyed by a water carrying system and which is designed
and constructed to facilitate ultimate disposal of the sewage at another site, shall contain a
statement in the contract that clearly indicates that the property is served by such a tank and
shall provide a history of the annual cost of maintaining the tank from the date of its
installation or December 15, 1995, whichever is later.
(c) Every contract for sale of a lot which is served by an individual sewage system which
was installed under § 72.33 (relating to well isolation distance exemption) with an isolation
distance less than the distance specified by § 73.13 (relating to minimum horizontal
isolation distances) shall contain a statement in the contract that clearly indicates to the
buyer that the isolation distances required by regulation between the individual onlot system
components and the well on the property being sold were not met.
(d) Every contract for the sale of a lot which is within an area in which permit limitations
are in effect shall contain a statement in the contract that clearly indicates to the buyer that
sewage facilities are not available for that lot and construction of a structure to be served by
sewage facilities may not begin until the municipality completes a major planning
requirement.
(e) Every contract for the sale of a lot for which a required revision for new land
development, exception to the requirement to revise or a required supplement has not been
approved shall contain a statement that clearly indicates to the buyer that sewage facilities
are not available for that lot and that sewage facilities will not be available nor may
construction begin until sewage facilities planning has been approved.
(f) Every contract for the sale of a lot for which there is no currently existing community
sewage system available shall contain a statement in the contract clearly indicating to the
buyer that there is no community sewage system available, that a permit for an individual
sewage system will have to be obtained and the buyer should contact the local agency
charged with administering the act before signing the contract to determine the procedure
and requirements for obtaining a permit for an individual sewage system if one has not
already been obtained.
(g) A contract for the sale of a lot which does not conform to the requirements of this
section is not enforceable by the seller against the buyer. Any term of the contract
purporting to waive the rights of the buyer to the disclosures required in this section is void.
Authority
The provisions of this § 72.32 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.l-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 72.32 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.
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Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.31 (relating to conditions related to the installation
of permit exempt system).

§ 72.33. Well isolation distance exemption.
(a) Any minimum distance requirement between a private well and a proposed absorption
area specified in Chapter 73 (relating to standards for onlot sewage treatment facilities) is
not applicable if the local agency finds that the installation of a proposed individual sewage
system does not pose a threat of pollution to any well on the same lot within the distance
specified by regulation. The minimum distance between a proposed individual sewage
system on the applicant's lot and any wells on any other lot, regardless of the ownership of
that lot, shall meet the minimum horizontal isolation distances in § 73.13 (relating to
minimal horizontal isolation distances) except as provided in § 73.3(b) (relating to policy).
(b) If a repair to a malfunctioning onlot system is being considered under § 73.3(b), the
requirements of this section may be waived at the sole discretion of the local agency.
(c) The applicant shall submit a formal written request for a well isolation distance
exemption to the local agency. The request shall include:
(1) Appropriate groundwater studies.
(2) Payment of fees or costs incurred by the local agency to review the groundwater
study.
(d) Upon receipt of the items required in subsection (c), a local agency, other than a
delegated agency, shall act upon an application for an exemption under this section within
45 days after receipt of a request for an exemption. A delegated agency shall act on any
application for an exemption under this section within 30 days after receipt of a request for
exemption.
(e) The local agency, municipality, sewage enforcement officer and Department will incur
no liability as a result of the local agency granting an exemption under this section.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.33 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.l-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.33 adopted November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877.

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.32 (relating to sales contracts); 25 Pa. Code § 73.3
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(relating to policy); and 25 Pa. Code § 73.13 (relating to minimum horizontal isolation
distances).

Subchapter C. ADMINISTRATION OF
PERMITTING
REQUIREMENTS
Sec.

72.41. Powers and duties of Sewage Enforcement Officers.
72.42. Powers and duties of local agencies.
72.43. Powers and duties of the Department.
72.44. Reimbursement.

Cross References
This subchapter cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.2 (relating to scope); and 25 Pa. Code § 72.3
(relating to purposes).

§ 72.41. Powers and duties of sewage enforcement officers.
(a) A sewage enforcement officer has the power and duty to issue, deny and revoke
permits, and to take all other actions necessary to administer and enforce section 7 of the act
(35 P. S. § 750.7), except that a sewage enforcement officer may not conduct hearings
under section 16 of the act (35 P. S. § 750.16).
(b) A sewage enforcement officer shall issue permits only within the jurisdiction of the
local agency in which the sewage enforcement officer is employed. When a sewage
enforcement officer encounters a conflict of interest as specified in subsections (f)—(k), the
local agency shall employ a certified sewage enforcement officer not having a conflict of
interest regarding the system or lot.
(c) The local agency shall notify the sewage enforcement officer and the Department in
writing of the specific conditions of employment, including, but not limited to, the
following:
(1) The geographic boundaries.
(2) The specific permit applications to be processed.
(3) The rate of compensation to the sewage enforcement officer.
(4) The duration of employment.
(d) A sewage enforcement officer shall accept payment only from the local agency for
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services performed in conjunction with administration of the act.
(e) A sewage enforcement officer shall only accept an application or other processing fees
for the local agency under the following conditions:
(1) The fee is in the amount prescribed by the local agency's adopted fee schedule.
(2) The fee is rendered in accordance with the local agency's adopted receipt system as
required by § 72.42(a)(7) (relating to powers and duties of local agencies).
(3) The sewage enforcement officer has received written direction from the local agency
to accept these fees on behalf of the local agency.
(f) A sewage enforcement officer may advise an applicant regarding available options for
the planning, design and construction of an individual or community onlot disposal system,
but may not select the final system design, as specified in subsection (g) except as provided
by subsection (i).
(g) A sewage enforcement officer may not plan, design, construct, sell or install an
individual or community onlot sewage system within the geographic boundaries of the
sewage enforcement officer's authority, as specified by the local agency.
(h) A sewage enforcement officer may not, orally or in writing, suggest, recommend or
require the use of any particular consultant, soil scientist or professional engineer, or any
individual or firm providing these services where these services may be required or are
subject to review under this article.
(i) A sewage enforcement officer may not perform consulting or design work or related
services required or regulated under the act within the municipality or local agency by
which the officer is employed or with which the officer has a contractual relationship unless
the services are set in the fee schedule of the local agency, the fees are paid directly to the
local agency and the records and products relating to consultation or design work are
reviewed by and any subsequent permit is issued by another sewage enforcement officer
employed by or under contract with the same local agency.
(j) A sewage enforcement officer may not conduct a test, issue a permit, participate in the
official processing of an application or official review of a planning module for an
individual or community onlot sewage system in which the sewage enforcement officer, a
relative of the sewage enforcement officer, a business associate of the sewage enforcement
officer or an employer of the sewage enforcement officer, other than the local agency, has a
financial interest.
(k) For purposes of subsection (j), a financial interest includes full or partial ownership,
agreement or option to purchase, leasehold, mortgage or another financial or proprietary
interest in; or serving as an officer, director, employe, contractor, consultant, or another
legal or fiduciary representative of a corporation, partnership, joint venture or other legal
entity which has a proprietary interest in one or more of the following:
(1) One or more lots to be served by the system.
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(2) The development or sale of the lots to be served by the system.

(3) A contract, either written or oral, to perform a service in the development of one or
more of the lots to be served by the system. The service may be before or after the fact of
development and may include professional as well as other services.
(4) A contract, either written or oral, to sell, plan, design, construct, install or provide
materials or component parts for the system.
(l) Prior to issuing a permit, the sewage enforcement officer shall conduct personally,
observe or otherwise confirm in a manner approved by the Department all tests used to
determine the suitability of a site for an individual or community onlot sewage system. A
sewage enforcement officer shall accept testing conducted by a prior sewage enforcement
officer for the local agency provided the site, data and prior testing meet the criteria
specified in § 72.26(b)—(d). When a sewage enforcement officer accepts testing by a prior
officer, a copy of the Department's "Verification of Prior Testing" form or other form as
may be specified by the Department, shall be attached to each copy of the permit
application.
(m) Prior to issuing a permit, the sewage enforcement officer shall confirm that the
application is complete and that the proposed system design is in compliance with the
requirements of the act and this part.
(n) The sewage enforcement officer shall give timely written notice to applicants or
permittees of approval, denial or revocation of a permit under this chapter.
(o) The sewage enforcement officer shall advise the local agency of a violation of the act
or this part, known to the sewage enforcement officer, which occurs within the local
agency's jurisdiction.
(p) The sewage enforcement officer shall advise the local agency of its responsibility to
restrain a violation of the act or this part and shall independently take action within the
scope of his authority necessary to restrain or correct the violation.
(q) The sewage enforcement officer shall submit the Department's copy of the completed
Application For Sewage Disposal System, with necessary attachments, within 7 days of
acting upon the application.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.41 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.l-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.41 amended November l, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221888) to (221890).

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/025/chapter72/chap72toc.html

5/2/2012
Supp. III; added 8/14/2012

Page 26 of 42

Pennsylvania Code

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.43 (relating to powers and duties of the
Department).

§ 72.42. Powers and duties of local agencies.
(a) The local agency has the power and duty to:
(1) Employ or contract with sewage enforcement officers to administer section 7 of the
act (35 P. S. § 750.7) and this part.
(2) Employ or contract with other technical and administrative personnel necessary to
support the activities of the sewage enforcement officer.
(3) Set rates of compensation for the sewage enforcement officer and other employes
necessary for the administration of the act by the local agency.
(4) Maintain offices and purchase equipment and supplies necessary for the
administration of the act.
(5) Establish a schedule of fees for the processing of applications and other services
provided by the local agency. This fee schedule may establish different charges for various
activities and types of systems consistent with the administrative costs of reviewing
applications, conducting necessary tests and investigations and supervising the installation
of the system.
(6) Collect the appropriate fees as designated in the established fee schedule. The local
agency shall maintain records of income, expenses and transactions of the local agency in a
manner consistent with accepted accounting practices.
(7) Establish a system of receipts for monetary transactions. The receipt system shall
provide to the local agency and to the applicant a record of the amount tendered to the local
agency and the specific purpose of the transaction.
(8) Adopt and maintain standards and procedures for applications and permits for
individual and community onlot sewage systems identical to those of the Department, as
contained in this part.
(9) Adopt and maintain other regulations the local agency deems necessary for the
administration and enforcement of section 7 of the act as long as they are consistent with the
act and this part.
(10) Submit reports and data to the Department as required by this part or an order of the
Department.
(11) Submit to the Department annually the name and address of its certified sewage
enforcement officer and alternate sewage enforcement officer.
(12) Make or cause to be made inspections and tests necessary to carry out sections 7, 8,
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12, 13, 13.l, 14, 15 and 16 of the act. For this purpose, the authorized representatives of the
local agency have the right to enter upon lands.
(13) Proceed under sections 7, 8, 12, 13, 13.1, 13.2(b) 14, 15, and 16 of the act to restrain
violations of the act and this part, and to abate nuisances in accordance with existing
statutes, or as defined in the act.
(14) Notify the Department in writing within 15 days of a change in the sewage
enforcement officer or his address.
(15) Cease issuing permits in designated areas when ordered to do so by the Department
under section 10(7) of the act (35 P. S. § 750.10(7)), after notice and opportunity for a
Departmental hearing. The local agency may issue permits in these areas for the abatement
of existing health hazards and public nuisances.
(16) When applicable, establish a program for requiring, verifying, forfeiting,
administering and enforcing the provision of financial assurances under § 73.151 (relating
to standards for financial assurances). Costs for administering this program shall be
included in the fee schedule of the local agency.
(17) Adopt by resolution a list of individuals who are sewage enforcement officers
employed by companies or corporations under contract with the local agency to perform the
services of sewage enforcement officers.
(18) Set and collect fees necessary to support the administrative and personnel costs of a
maintenance inspection and enforcement program.
(19) Charge for engineering or consulting services required by the local agency to
complete its review of a permit application. The application or review fees charged for these
services shall be reasonable and in accordance with the ordinary and customary charges by
the engineer or consultant for similar service in the community, and fees may not exceed the
rate or cost charged by the engineer or consultant to the local agency when fees are not
reimbursed by or otherwise imposed on applicants.
(i) If the applicant disputes the amount of the fees or charges, the applicant shall, within
10 working days of the date of billing, notify the local agency that the fees or expenses are
disputed as unreasonable or unnecessary, in which case the local agency may not delay or
disapprove an application for any approval or permit due to the applicant's dispute over fees
or charges.
(ii) If, within 20 days from the date of billing, the local agency and the applicant cannot
agree on the amount of fees or charges which are reasonable and necessary, the applicant
and local agency shall comply with the procedure established in section 8(b)(4) of the act
(35 P. S. § 750.8(b)(4)) to resolve the fee or charge dispute.
(20) Complete and provide to the applicant the results of any site suitability review, soil
probe testing and soil percolation testing within 20 working days of the local agency's
receipt of a permit application.
(i) The testing and results of the testing may be deferred to a later date that the applicant
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may request in writing or by a later date agreed to by the sewage enforcement officer and
the applicant, which is confirmed in writing by the sewage enforcement officer.
(ii) A one-call system serial number shall be obtained prior to soil testing by the permit
applicant or the contractor retained by the applicant to perform the test excavation. This
notification shall take place no less than 3 and no more than 10 working days prior to the
excavation. The deadline for permit review by the local agency in this subsection does not
apply to an applicant who fails to comply with the one-call system notification requirement.
(iii) It is the obligation of the applicant to have the site prepared in the manner required
by written instructions provided to the applicant after receipt of at least 48 hours' notice
from the local agency or sewage enforcement officer of the anticipated time the soils tests
will be performed. Written instructions shall include provisions for deferral of testing due to
weather.
(iv) Failure of the local agency to comply with these time limits shall entitle the
applicant, upon request, to a refund of fees paid by the applicant for soil testing that was not
performed by the local agency, and the applicant shall be entitled to submit results of soils
tests, on forms provided by the Department conducted in a manner consistent with this
article by a certified sewage enforcement officer, who need not be employed by or under
contract with the local agency. These test results shall be accepted by the local agency and
its sewage enforcement officer, who shall rely upon the results of these tests in acting on an
application.
(v) An applicant who, after receiving the notice of testing, fails to have the site prepared
for soil testing in a manner required by the local agency, does not have the right to submit
the results of soils testing performed by a certified sewage enforcement officer not
employed by or under contract with the local agency, nor is the applicant entitled to a
refund of fees paid for soil testing as provided in this section.
(vi) Neither the municipality, local agency, local agency's sewage enforcement officer
nor the Department will be held liable on a cause of action arising out of soil tests
performed under this section by a certified sewage enforcement officer not employed by or
under contract with the local agency.
(21) Make inspections of and verify measurements made by applicants on public or
private properties which are determined by the local agency's authorized representative to
have natural or manmade features from which specific isolation distances are required prior
to the approval of onlot sewage disposal system usage in subdivisions or individual lots.
The local agency's authorized representative shall have the right to enter upon lands for
these purposes.
(22) Determine if a proposed individual residential spray irrigation system will create a
nuisance or adversely impact existing and proposed drinking water supplies and report this
information to any affected municipality served by the local agency.
(23) Assure that an individual residential spray irrigation system discharge is sampled at
least once per year by the property owner through a testing laboratory for fecal coliforms,
carbonaceous biological oxygen demand, suspended solids and disinfectant residual or
effectiveness. Individual effluent samples may not exceed a BOD5 of 25 mg/l and
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suspended solids concentration of 30 mg/l. Free chlorine residual shall be maintained at a
range of 0.2-2.0 PPM unless a higher level is required to control disease producing
organisms. This disinfection shall produce an effluent which will contain a concentration
not greater than 200 fecal coliform organisms per 100 milliliters in a single sample. The
local agency shall review the results of these samples and the most recent system inspection
conducted under § 73.167 (relating to operation and maintenance) and take any necessary
action to resolve operational or maintenance problems identified through the sample results.
Additional sampling may be required by the local agency if the annual sample indicates a
violation of the limitations specified in this paragraph.
(24) A county health department and joint county departments of health may also
administer the continuing maintenance provisions of § 71.73 (relating to sewage
management programs) when the municipality relinquishes and the county health
department or joint county department of health accepts the authority and conforms with
§ 71.73.
(b) The local agency may offer a program to provide financial assurance, for a fee, for
systems installed under § 73.77 (relating to general requirements for bonded disposal
systems). Financial assurance provided by the local agency shall comply with § 73.151.
(c) The local agency may not orally or in writing, suggest, recommend or require the use
of a particular consultant, soil scientist or professional engineer, or an individual or firm
providing these services when these services may be required or are subject to review under
this part.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.42 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.42 amended November l, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221891) to (221892).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.41 (relating to powers and duties of Sewage
Enforcement Officers).

§ 72.43. Powers and duties of the Department.
(a) The Department is empowered to review the performance of local agencies and their
sewage enforcement officers in the administration of sections 7, 8, 12, 13, 13.l, 13.2(b), 14,
15 and 16 of the act (35 P.S. § 750.7, 750.8, 750.12, 750.13, 730.13a, 750.13b(b) and
750.14-750.16).
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(b) The Department and its authorized representatives may enter upon lands, make
inspections and require the submission of papers, books and records by the local agency, or
its sewage enforcement officer.
(c) If the Department finds that a local agency has failed to effectively administer section
7, 8, 12, 13, 13.l, 13.2(b), 14, 15 or 16 of the act or this part, the Department, in addition to
other remedies it may seek at law or in equity, may order the local agency to take actions
the Department deems necessary to obtain effective administration. These actions may
include, but are not limited to:
(1) Negotiation with other local agencies for cooperation in areawide administration.
(2) Modification of administrative, testing or reporting procedures.
(3) Retention of expert consultants.
(4) Employment of additional personnel.
(5) Satisfactory participation by the local agency's sewage enforcement officer in special
training programs designed to strengthen a specific weakness in the administration of the
act and this part.
(6) Coordination of permit issuance for sewage systems with building permit issuance or
with subdivision approval under local ordinances that the local agency may be
administering at the time of the order.
(d) The Department has the duty to establish a training program for sewage enforcement
officers. The Department will require timely and satisfactory completion by sewage
enforcement officers of training courses sponsored by the Department. Satisfactory
completion means attendance at all sessions of training and attainment of a minimum grade
of 70% on tests given as part of the training course.
(e) The Department is empowered to revoke or suspend the certification of sewage
enforcement officers for cause, or to reinstate the certification under this part. The actions of
the Department will become final only after provision of notice and an opportunity for
hearing before the Certification Board, under § 72.58 (relating to Certification Board
hearings and procedures).
(f) The Department will suspend a sewage enforcement officer's certification if the
Department determines that the sewage enforcement officer has done one of the following:
(1) Demonstrated incompetence to act as a sewage enforcement officer as evidenced by
errors in planning, administration or permit issuance duties which evidence a failure or
inability to understand and apply the requirements of the act and this part.
(2) Failed to complete satisfactorily a sewage enforcement officer's training course
required by the Department under subsection (k).
(3) Demonstrated negligence or provided false information related to the administration
of the act or this part or committed violations of this part which are not related to the
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issuance of a permit.

(g) The Department may reinstate the certification of a person within 2 years from the date
of suspension or after 2 years following the effective date of a revocation. Prior to
reinstatement, the Department will require, as a minimum, that the person take and pass the
appropriate certification examination administered by the Certification Board. The
Department may require satisfactory completion of a special training program designed to
strengthen a specific weakness in the sewage enforcement officer's administration of the act
or this part. The program may entail the use of testing procedures including, but not limited
to:
(1) Field evaluation of technical performance.
(2) Written or oral examination of standards and procedures.
(h) The Department will revoke the certification of a sewage enforcement officer
whenever the Department determines that the sewage enforcement officer has done one of
the following:
(1) Demonstrated a willful disregard of, or willfully or repeatedly issued permits in
violation of the act or this part.
(2) Failed repeatedly to attend mandated sewage enforcement officer's training required
by the Department under subsection (k).
(3) Failed to comply with the applicable terms of a Departmental order for effective
administration of sections 7, 8, 12, 13, 13.l, 13.2(b), 14, 15 and 16 of the act.
(4) Issued a permit at a time when his certification was suspended.
(5) Willfully issued a permit outside of the geographic boundaries of authority specified
by the local agency.
(6) Issued a permit which he believed to be in violation of the act or this part before being
directed to do so by the local agency under a hearing.
(7) Failed to advise the local agency of a violation of the act, this part or the
responsibility of the local agency to restrain the violation.
(8) Failed to take the necessary action to restrain a violation of the act or this part.
(9) Knowingly and willfully submitted false information to the Department or to the local
agency in a report or form required by the act, this part or by order of the Department or the
local agency.
(10) Committed an act requiring suspension under subsection (f) and had his certification
suspended previously.
(11) Issued a permit in violation of § 72.41 (relating to powers and duties of sewage
enforcement officers).
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(12) Had his certification suspended for more than 2 years.

(13) Demonstrated negligence or knowingly provided false information related to the
administration of the act or this part or knowingly committed violations of the act or this
part which are not related to the issuance of a permit.
(i) The Department will consider complaints filed by local agencies or the public relating
to the performance of local sewage enforcement officers as part of the Department's
evaluation of the local agency and sewage enforcement officer.
(j) The Department may establish minimum training requirements using a Department
curriculum of training as a prerequisite for applicants for certification as sewage
enforcement officers. The curriculum may include a period of training under another
certified sewage enforcement officer selected by the Department as a prerequisite to
certification for candidates who pass the certification test.
(k) The Department may require a certified sewage enforcement officer whose
performance has been evaluated and found deficient to complete a training course which
may include a curriculum of training or a period of training under the direction of another
certified sewage enforcement officer selected by the Department for a time period
established by the Department.
(1) The Department may require this training as an alternative to suspension or as a
requirement for reinstatement of a suspended certification.
(2) The local agency employing the training sewage enforcement officer shall authorize
that officer to provide the training services within the jurisdiction of that local agency.
(3) The costs of Department-required training incurred by the training sewage
enforcement officer and the local agency employing the training sewage enforcement
officer shall be paid by the Department from funds made available under section 13.2 of the
act (35 P. S. § 750.13b).
(l) The Department may delegate the review of certain alternate sewage systems as
designated by the Department to sewage enforcement officers, within the area of their
jurisdiction, qualified by the Department to review the systems.
(m) The Department has the duty to require local agencies to take necessary action to
provide timely service, including, but not limited to, utilizing the services of an alternate
sewage enforcement officer, employing temporary sewage enforcement officers and
entering into contracts for service.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.43 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.l-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
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The provisions of this § 72.43 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221892) to (221894).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.25 (relating to issuance of permit); and 25 Pa.
Code § 72.52 (relating to conditions of certification).

§ 72.44. Reimbursement.
(a) Reimbursement may not exceed the total program cost minus total program income.
(b) Except as provided in subsection (c) the Department will reimburse local agencies to
the extent of the appropriations made by the General Assembly for that purpose.
Reimbursement shall be made annually in an amount equal to 1/2 of eligible expenses of
administering and enforcing sections 7, 8, 12, 13, 13.1, 14, 15 and 16 of the act (35 P.S.
§ § 750.7, 750.8, 750.12, 750.13, 750.13a and 750.14-750.16), as defined by subsections
(h) (j).
—

(c) A local agency complying with the act in a manner deemed satisfactory by the
Department will be reimbursed in an amount equal to 85% of the cost of the expenses
incurred in the administration and enforcement of the act from funds specifically
appropriated by the General Assembly for this purpose if the local agency submits
documentation which supports that it qualifies for the increased reimbursement as provided
in subsection (d). Eligible expenses are defined in subsections (h)—(j).
(d) To qualify for 85% reimbursement, a local agency shall:
(1) Document the acceptance, delegation or transfer of the administration of sections 7, 8,
12, 13, 13.1, 14, 15 and 16 of the act from one or more municipalities.
(2) Employ or contract with at least one sewage enforcement officer actively engaged in
activities related to the administration of the act in that local agency at least 1,200 hours per
year, including leave and holidays.
(3) Employ or contract with adequate administrative support staff
(4) Employ or contract with one alternate sewage enforcement officer.
(5) Employ or contract with a qualified soil scientist.
(6) Submit to the Department for review and comment administrative procedures, permit
procedures, ordinances of the member municipalities related to the administration of the act,
rules, regulations, permit-related fee schedules and contracted services proposed for use in
the local agency.
(7) Employ or have a contractual arrangement with sufficient technical staff to provide
for local agency response to signed written requests for service within the time frames
established by the administrative procedures and regulations of the local agency.
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(e) Applications for reimbursement shall be in quadruplicate, on the appropriate form
supplied by the Department, and received by the Department of Environmental Protection,
Post Office Box 8466, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-8466, no later than March 1 each
year for expenses incurred during the prior calendar year. Upon cause shown, the Secretary
may extend the March 1 deadline for the filing of applications for reimbursement for not
more than 60 days.
(f) Applications for reimbursement shall include the following:
(1) An itemized statement in the form of an employe time and activity record.
(2) A report of total fees, fines and other money collected by the local agency during the
calendar year in the enforcement of the act.
(3) The Department central file copies of the Application for Sewage Disposal System
permit denials, final inspections and expirations during the prior calendar year.
(4) Municipal ordinances, acts, regulations or procedures used in enforcing the act for
local agencies applying for reimbursement for the first time or when major changes are
made.
(5) Copies of additions, deletions and amendments made during the preceding calendar
year to municipal ordinances, acts or procedures used in enforcing the act.
(6) Proof of payment of expenses claimed, as specified in subsection (k).
(7) A copy of the schedule of fees charged to the permit applicant.
(g) An employe time and activity record shall be kept by the local agency. This is an
itemized record noting the employe's name, the date of duty and application number for
each task performed, the complaint or malfunction investigated, related administrative or
clerical duties performed, hours spent, miles travelled and applicable hourly rate of pay, not
including fringe benefits.
(h) Costs associated with the following are eligible for reimbursement, when related to
enforcement and administration of the sewage facilities permitting program:
(1) Permit application processing activities, including soil evaluation and testing
procedures.
(2) Administrative, management or clerical activities.
(3) Postage, office supplies and duplicating.
(4) Nonmechanically powered tools for the sewage enforcement officer's use.
(5) Costs of purchasing office equipment and maintaining offices, including building
maintenance and utilities prorated on an equitable basis with other services.
(6) Employer costs for social security, workers' compensation, unemployment
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compensation and the following fringe benefits:
(i) Health care.
(ii) Pension programs.
(iii) Life insurance.

(iv) Errors and omissions insurance written specifically and billed separately to cover
the sewage enforcement officer's enforcement responsibilities where the defense of official
immunity, under 42 Pa.C.S. § 8546 (relating to defense of official immunity), is not
applicable to the sewage enforcement officer.
(7) Mileage expenses at the Commonwealth rate for application processing, complaint
and malfunction investigations, and required Department training courses or other related
meetings or functions required by the Department. The reimbursement of mileage expenses
at the Commonwealth rate includes the cost to maintain automotive insurance coverage, and
shall be the exclusive means for reimbursement of the costs.
(8) Expenses for sewage enforcement officers to attend required Department training
courses or other related meetings or functions required by the Department including:
(i) Regular rate of pay for the actual hours of attendance at the course.
(ii) Lodging, meals and subsistence at the Commonwealth rate when the course is
outside a 50-mile radius of both the sewage enforcement officer's place of employment and
residence and no course has been scheduled within that 50-mile radius.
(9) Chemical and bacteriological supplies and analysis for confirming violations.
(10) The legal daily rate and mileage expenses for subpoenaed witnesses at a hearing.
(11) Legal services costs incurred for:
(i) Prosecuting or restraining violations and defending against appeals.
(ii) Preparing ordinances consistent with and necessary for enforcement of the act and
this part.
(iii) Preparing for and conducting hearings.
(12) The legal daily rate and mileage expenses for subpoenaed witnesses at a hearing
before a magistrate, when the witnesses are essential to substantiate a violation.
(13) Fees for special consultants retained by the local agency for technical consultation
on specific permits.
(14) Investigations and inspections related to complaints and malfunctions.
(i) Costs associated with the staffing and administration of a sewage management
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program under Chapter 71, Subchapter E (relating to sewage management programs) are
eligible costs.
(g) Ineligible costs include, but are not limited, to the following:
(1) Retainer fees.
(2) Legal fees resulting from an appeal or suit against the Commonwealth.
(3) Expenses for use of earth moving or excavating equipment.
(4) Clothing purchase or allowance.
(5) Development or duplication of maps.
(6) Payment for surveillance activities by employes other than sewage enforcement
officers.
(7) Sewage enforcement officer certification or renewal fees and other related expenses,
such as mileage and travel expenses to the certification examination.
(8) Activities and costs associated with improper administration of the act.
(9) Cost to the local agency to maintain insurance coverage in the following areas:
(i) Errors and omissions except as provided in subsection (h)(6)(iv).
(ii) Liability.
(10) Expenses for activities resulting from the submission of additional information to
supplement a reimbursement application or from activities performed as a result of a
Department audit.
(11) Expenses for employe attendance at local agency meetings which do not pertain to
administration of section 7, 8, 12, 13, 13.1, 14, 15 or 16 of the act.
(12) Fixed or indirect costs other than those in subsection (h)(5).
(k) Proof of payment of expenses claimed shall, at a minimum, include the following:
(1) Payroll records or copies of both sides of cancelled checks stating the gross amount
paid or a statement from the sewage enforcement officer certifying that he has received
salaries or wages from the municipality of which he is a full-time employe.
(2) One copy of the time and activity record or receipted itemized invoices.
(3) Proof of attendance at training courses required by the Department. Reimbursable
expenses for attendance at the courses shall be identified separately under "other expenses"
in the reimbursement application.
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(4) Copies of hotel receipts for overnight lodging.

(5) Minutes of local agency meetings for which employe attendance is claimed as a
reimbursable expense which reflect discussions involving the administration of section 7, 8,
12, 13, 13.l, 14, 15 or 16 of the act.
(l) The Department may withhold reimbursement for falsification of information included
in or submitted in support of the application, or for intentional omission of information
required to be submitted with the application.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.44 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.l-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.44 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221894) to (221897).

Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 71.58 (relating to delegation of new land development
planning); and 25 Pa. Code § 71.73 (relating to sewage management programs for sewage
facilities permitted by local agencies).

Subchapter D. CERTIFICATION OF
SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
Sec.
72.51.
72.52.
72.53.
72.54.
72.55.
72.56.
72.57.
72.58.

Requirement for certification.
Conditions of certification or reinstatement of certification.
Certification examination.
Applications for certification.
Certification renewal.
Change of address.
Secretary of the Certification Board.
Certification Board hearings and procedures.

Cross References
This subchapter cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.2 (relating to scope); 25 Pa. Code § 72.3
(relating to purposes); and 25 Pa. Code § 72.21 (relating to general).
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§ 72.51. Requirement for certification.
No person may issue a permit for an individual or community onlot sewage system unless
that person has been found qualified after examination and has been issued a Sewage
Enforcement Officer Certificate by the Certification Board.

§ 72.52. Conditions of certification or reinstatement of certification.
(a) The Certification Board shall issue a sewage enforcement officer certificate to a person
who meets the following:
(1) Is a natural person or individual. Associations, partnerships or corporate entities are
not qualified for certification.
(2) Has passed an applicable examination prepared by the Department.
(3) Has not had his certification revoked previously. After 2 years from a previous
revocation, the Certification Board may reexamine and reinstate the certification of a person
if that person requests reinstatement. In determining fitness for reinstatement, the
Certification Board shall consider the nature and gravity of the misconduct which resulted
in the previous revocation and the recommendation of the Department.
(4) Has not had his certification lapsed due to failure to complete mandatory training
during a previous renewal cycle unless the training has been subsequently completed.
(b) Certification shall be for a period of up to 2 years. Upon the payment of a fee of $50 by
the certificateholder, the Certification Board shall renew a valid certificate of a qualified
applicant, except that applicants for renewal who are employed by the Commonwealth in
administering the act and whose activities under the act are limited solely to
Commonwealth service are not subject to the fee requirements of this subsection. Fees
collected in excess of the actual administrative cost to the Certification Board to process
certification renewals shall be dedicated to training sewage enforcement officers.
(c) If the Certification Board does not meet with in 30 days of receiving the examination
results from the certification testing contractor, an applicant for certification who meets the
requirements of subsection (a) will be deemed certified, except that an applicant who is in
violation of the regulations under the act or who is restrained from certification by § 72.43
(relating to powers and duties of the Department) will not be deemed certified.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.52 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.l-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.52 amended November l, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
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Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221898).
Cross References
This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.55 (relating to certification renewal).
§ 72.53. Certification examination.

(a) The Department will prepare an examination to be used by the Certification Board in
determining the fitness of candidates for certification and will establish the passing grade
for the examination and for each part of the examination in the areas of sewage facilities
planning, program administration, technical criteria and enforcement.
(b) The Department will submit the examination to the Certification Board, which shall by
letter to applicants at least 25 days prior to each examination announce the location, time,
scope and passing grade for the examination. Annually, the Board will publish in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin the dates, sites, scope and passing grade for all examinations
scheduled in that calendar year.
(c) The Certification Board will schedule a date for the examination at least four times in
each calendar year.
(d) An individual who takes, but does not successfully pass the examination on three
occasions, is not permitted to retake the examination administered by the Certification
Board for 1 year, and until the applicant has completed a training course approved by the
Department. Thereafter, a candidate may take the examination only once in a calendar year
until the examination is passed.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.53 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.l-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).
Source
The provisions of this § 72.53 amended November l, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221898) to (221899).
§ 72.54. Applications for certification.
(a) Correctly completed applications and an application fee of $25 shall be received by the
Board at least 30 days prior to the scheduled examinations. In addition, the applicant shall
provide documentation of the successful completion of required precertification training
courses to the Board no later than the commencement of the scheduled examination for
which the precertification training course was held.
(b) Incomplete or erroneous applications shall be returned to the applicant.
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(c) The application fee is a processing fee and will not be refunded.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.54 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.l-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.54 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877; amended October l, 1999, effective October 2, 1999, 29 Pa.B. 5088.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (237000) to (237001).

§ 72.55. Certification renewal.
(a) Application for renewal will be sent to certified sewage enforcement officers at least 2
months prior to renewal date. In addition to the application, a curriculum of mandatory
training will be sent to any sewage enforcement officer who has not completed the required
training.
(b) An applicant for renewal of certification shall submit a signed application for renewal,
with fee, to the Certification Board by the renewal date. When the application for renewal is
submitted later than the renewal date, but no later than 2 years after the renewal date, the
Certification Board may renew a certification for good cause shown.
(c) If the applicant has not completed a training course required by the Department for
certification renewal by the renewal date, the certificate will lapse.
(d) If a sewage enforcement officer's certification lapses, a new certification shall be
obtained under § 72.52 (relating to conditions of certification).

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.55 amended under section 9 of the Pennsylvania Sewage
Facilities Act (35 P. S. § 750.9); The Clean Streams Law (35 P. S. § § 691.l-691.1001);
and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.55 amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997,
27 Pa.B. 5877. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (221899).

§ 72.56. Change of address.
(a) The Certification Board will compile and keep current a register showing the names
and addresses of certified sewage enforcement officers. Copies of this register will be
furnished on request.
(b) The sewage enforcement officer shall promptly notify the Certification Board of a
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change of address.

Authority
The provisions of this § 72.56 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.l-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).

Source
The provisions of this § 72.56 amended November l, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (169961).

§ 72.57. Secretary of the Certification Board.
The Certification Board may select a Secretary who is not a member of the Board. The
Secretary shall maintain the records and papers of the Board, prepare subpoenas and
notices, certify actions and perform other services that the chairman and the Certification
Board shall direct.

§ 72.58. Certification Board hearings and procedures.
(a) Actions by the Department to revoke or suspend sewage enforcement officer
certifications become final only after notice and opportunity for a hearing before the
Certification Board. The filing of an appeal with the Certification Board does not operate as
an automatic supersedeas of the action of the Department. If no request for a hearing is filed
with the Secretary of the Certification Board within 30 days of receipt of notice of the
action by the certificate holder, the action becomes final. Requests for a hearing shall set
forth with specificity the grounds for the appeal, including objections to the Department's
action. If the request for a hearing does not specify the grounds for the appeal, the
certificateholder shall, upon notification from the Secretary of the Certification Board, be
given the opportunity to file an amended request for a hearing within 30 days of receipt of
the notification. The amended request shall conform to the content requirements for a
request for a hearing. The Certification Board may dismiss an appeal if a certificate holder
fails to file an amended request for a hearing or to comply with the requirements for filing
an amended request for a hearing. The adjudications of the Certification Board shall
otherwise be in accordance with 1 Pa. Code Part II (relating to general rules of
administrative practice and procedure).
(b) In hearings before the Certification Board, 1 Pa. Code Part II (relating to general rules
of administrative practice and procedure) applies, unless it is inconsistent with this chapter.
Discovery in hearings before the Certification Board shall be permitted as provided in the
Pa.R.C.P.
(c) In proceedings before the Certification Board, the burden of proceeding and the burden
of proof is the same as at common law, in that the burden normally rests with the party
asserting the affirmative of an issue. The affirmative of the issue shall be established by a
preponderance of the evidence. The Certification Board may require the other party to
assume the burden of proceeding with the evidence in whole or in part, if that party is in
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possession of facts or should have knowledge of facts relevant to the issue.

(d) Actions and adjudications of the Certification Board shall be by a vote of a majority of
members present at a meeting called for consideration of the action or adjudication. Three
members of the Certification Board constitute a quorum.
(e) The Certification Board may hear matters brought before it as a whole or may appoint
hearing examiners. Hearings held by hearing examiners not members of the Certification
Board shall be decided by the Board based upon its review of the record and the examiner's
proposed adjudication.
(f) An applicant is not entitled to a hearing when a certificate was denied because the
applicant failed to pass the certification examination or failed to successfully complete a
training program requried by the Department.
Authority

The provisions of this § 72.58 amended under sections 7.2 and 9 of the Pennsylvania
Sewage Facilities Act (35 P. S. § § 750.7b and 750.9); The Clean Streams Act (35 P. S.
§ § 691.1-691.1001); and section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S.
§ 510-20).
Source

The provisions of this § 72.58 amended November 1, 1996, effective November 2, 1996,
26 Pa.B. 5347; amended November 7, 1997, effective November 8, 1997, 27 Pa.B. 5877.
Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (221900) and (234449).
Notes of Decisions

Quorum
A majority vote is required to uphold a revocation. Kuszyk v. Zoning Hearing Board of
Amity Township, 834 A.2d 661, 665 Note 5 (Pa. Cmwlth. 2003)
A majority of the State Board for Certification of Sewage Enforcement Officers failed to
affirm the revocation of the applicant's certificate when two of four board members
dissented from a decision to sustain the revocation since evenly divided voters insufficient.
Young v. Department of Environmental Resources, 600 A.2d 667 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1991);
appeal denied 609 A.2d 169 (Pa. 1992).
Cross References

This section cited in 25 Pa. Code § 72.43 (relating to powers and duties of the
Department).
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